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CHAPTER V
CARRY ME BACK TO OL' VIRGINNY
On the morning of the 19th of September, 1862, the Confederate Army began its retrograde back to Virginia.
No one wanted to be left behind so it was a terrible sight to see the many wounded struggling along with the
others.
Lincoln was urging McClellan to strike Lee a fatal blow but "Little Mac" was in no mood to take on "Marse
Robert" again so soon. This decision would cost McClellan his command as Lincoln would replace him with
General Ambrose Burnside and give "Old Sideburns" a chance to see what he could do with "Bobby" Lee's
men in grey.
Longstreet's command, with Howell Cobb somewhere along the march joining up with his brigade which
included what was left of the Legion, led the retreat with Jackson's troops bringing up the rear. The Potomac
was crossed at Shepherdstown and then they fell back toward Martinsburg where Cobb established Camp
Lizzie about 2 miles out from the town. After a day or two of rest the brigade leisurely marched to about 7
miles west of Winchester where they established Camp Tom where they rested without bother in this nice
camp until October 31. (Lizzie and Tom were children of Gen. Cobb.) Here, the regiments were
reorganized, officers advanced in rank to replace those lost during the previous campaign, the less severely
wounded recovered, a few new recruits added and stragglers rejoined their outfits. Also Tom Cobb rejoined
his troops and assumed command of the brigade from his brother as Howell left for home never to return to
the Army of Northern Virginia. Howell was angry at McLaws who had been extremely critical of his
performance at Crampton’s Gap using his usual abrasive language and stating that, “Cobb did not understand
his responsibilities.” Howell left taking his sons and James and Pope Barrow of his staff with him to later
command in the Georgia-Florida sector.
The Legion adopted a new flag to replace their first one which was lost at Crampton's Gap. This flag was an
almost-square version of the Confederate battle flag with the cross containing thirteen stars. This flag is now
on display at the Georgia State Capitol along with the first one.
When Tom Cobb returned to Virginia he was very discouraged to find his infantry troops in such bad
condition and with so many losses. He wrote his wife, Marion, “My meeting with my Legion today has cast a
gloom over me, their faces are still overcast although they tried to be cheerful and seemed glad to see me.
Not a dozen of them has a change of clothes, a third are without shoes and even more without blankets. Many
are without guns. Never were poor fellows in greater need.” He was especially concerned with the death of
Jeff Lamar and wrote Marion, "Poor Jeff, the more I think of him the deeper is my grief. He was so
purehearted and nobleminded and looked forward to so much happiness and seemed to me to deserve it so
richly, that his death is one of the inscrutable providences of God." He continued his efforts in trying to get
his legion transferred from Virginia back to Georgia. General Lee actually agreed to do this once his
Maryland Campaign was completed. Lee outsmarted Cobb, however, by placing him in permanent command
of his brother Howell Cobb's Brigade on October 15 and recommending him for brigadier general on October
27. Howell would never lead his brigade again after that awful day at South Mountain. Tom's commission
was confirmed on November 6, 1862.(1) On the 14 th of November when the announcement was made, Tom
Barrow, now assigned to Tom’s staff wrote, “The staff surprised the new general with a mid-day dinner feast
consisting of baked turkey with oyster sauce, a slice of shoat, stewed and fried oysters, pickles, preserves,
potatoes, excellent pastries and to top it off an excellent pound cake sent up from Richmond.” This was a
great contrast to their usual piece of beef and dry bread. This event put an end to Cobb's desire to return to
Georgia; however, he never let his men know that he no longer was campaigning for the move. The troops
wanted to go home!
Brig. Gen. Tom Cobb’s staff was: Lt. John W. Clark, ADJ; Capt. John C. Rutherford of Athens, AAG; Lt.
Charles Lumpkin of Athens; Capt. McPherson Berrien of Burke Co., AIG; Capt./Rev. R. K. Porter Chaplain;
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Capt. Miller G. Lumpkin, Commissary Officer; S. G. White, Surgeon and Lt.(?) Tom Barrow of Athens.
During the rest, General Lee organized his army into two corps, each headed by a lieutenant general. Lt.
General Longstreet would command the First Corps composed of the divisions of Major Generals McLaws
(this division being composed of Tom Cobb's Brigade and the brigades of Brig. Generals Kershaw, Semmes
and Barksdale), Anderson, Hood, Pickett and Ranson. Lt. General "Stonewall" Jackson would command the
Second Corps composed of the divisions of Major Generals D.H. Hill, A.P. Hill, Ewell and Taliaferro.
On October 31, 1862 the Legion left their camp near Broestown (?) and along with other units of Longstreet’s
Corps, had a leisurely march of about 7 miles to Winchester. On November 1, they moved up the Valley to
Front Royal, then through Chester Gap to Jerry Mills, then on to Culpepper Court House arriving there on
November 5 and remaining in camp there until the 18th. The Legion and the men of Company B would see a
lot of Front Royal before this war was over.
Mjr. Gen. Ambrose Burnside had now taken command of the Army of The Potomac as Lincoln had had all
that he could stomach of McClellan. Most of the Union troops regretted this move. The Yankee soldiers
held "Little Mac" with the highest respect as did the Southerners because he was kind to his men and never
sacrificed them needlessly.
On the 18th of November, McLaws' Division moved out on the road toward Fredericksburg where Stuart's
Cavalry had reported that Burnside was concentrating his army. They crossed the north fork of the
Rappahannock at a rocky ford two miles above its juncture with the Rapidan just below the railroad bridge
with the water being as cold as ice.(2) Men yelled, cursed and laughed. They passed on through the
Wilderness and by the Chancellor House which were two locations they would see too much of in future
months. On down the good turnpike to Fredericksburg they marched arriving at their camp there on Nov. 26.
On the march to Fredericksburg, Tom Barrow, now an aid to General Cobb, wrote home that the general
shared his horse with the sick and foot-sore. He watched his commander with amazed admiration and
wondered if anyone outside the brigade could distinguish the new general from the other soldiers.
The enemy had taken a position on the heights on the north side of the Rappahannock, opposite
Fredericksburg, constructing forts all along that bank. Lee hurried Jackson from west of the Blue Ridge to
join him and Longstreet so that now the armies were all concentrated, facing each other, across the
Rappahannock River at Fredericksburg. The Legion, or what was left of it, went into camp near the top of
Howison's Hill where Tom Cobb had the brigade’s headquarters at “Camp Jennie”, another account calls it
“Camp Jeannie”, and where his artillery including the Troup Artillery, was posted. Tom wrote his wife that
he had named the camp in honor of the wife of his chaplain, Captain/Reverend Porter. The Legion, as usual,
named their part of the camp "Camp Cobb’s Legion” and would remain in this camp the entire winter into the
following spring when campaigning would begin anew. I have a letter in which recruit Private E. B. Hesterly
states that on March 20, 1863 he joined Company F at “Camp Cobb’s Legion” near Fredericksburg. This
would also be their location during most of the Battle of Fredericksburg as they were not with the remainder
of the brigade behind the stone wall at the foot of their hill during the battle. The position on this hill gave
the artillery a commanding position to shell all crossings of the river in their front as well as allowing for a
raking fire of any attack against Marye’s Hill. Cobb wrote home stating that the camp was in the rear and to
the west of “Old Federal Hill” and he could see the house [where his “Ma” was born and raised] about a mile
and a half distance there being a level plain between it and my “Hd. Qts.” He wrote that he had met a number
of people who remembered “Ma” and asked about her. At least a part of the Legion could have possibly been
behind the wall with the remainder of the brigade. Some accounts state that a part of Cobb's Legion and part
of Phillips' Legion had relieved Barksdale's troops as snipers or sharp shooters in the town of Fredericksburg
before the action began. These men were forced to evacuate the town with the Union advance and it is stated
that they retired to a position behind the stone wall which was occupied by Cobb's Brigade. This report states
that Phillips' Legion was on the left, then Cobb's Legion, the 16th Ga., the 24th Ga. and the 18th Ga. on the
right. See article at the end of this chapter.(3)
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The Legion was in no condition to be thrown into another battle so soon after Crampton's Gap. Probably no
other unit, North or South, suffered any higher percentage killed, wounded and missing in action in a single
battle than Cobb's Legion did there. Exchanged prisoners had not yet rejoined the unit. There had been no
new recruits and many of the wounded were still absent. Jim Mobley wrote his father, "Benji is in Meriland.
Smallpox in the Legion I have been vaccinated." In January, he wrote that Benji was in Petersburg. Also in
January, he wrote Benji telling him of a snowball fight with the 16th Georgia.(4) Gen. Cobb wrote home on
Dec. 8, 1863, “We have had two nights of severe cold. Both yesterday and this morning my beard and hair
after washing became so stiffly frozen that I had to heat a towel to melt the ice before I could comb my hair.”
He said that, “the river was frozen over here and in two days the enemy will not need pontoons but they will
not dare to come over. We could whip two hundred thousand of them here.”
The Legion would do occasional sharp shooting and picket duty in the town of Fredericksburg but otherwise
it was a time for them to recover and regroup from their hard time in Maryland.
On November 20, by Special Order, Cobb's Brigade would receive two new additions, both battle hardened
and hard fighting regiments, the 18th Georgia led by Colonel William T. Wofford and Phillips' Georgia
Legion. See the appendix for information on these two units. They would also lose their friends in the 15th
North Carolina who would leave and be placed in an all North Carolina brigade. Cobb's Brigade would now
be made up entirely of Georgians; the 16th, 18th, and 24th Regiments and Phillips' and Cobb's Legions and
would be of this composition for the remainder of the war except that the 3rd Battalion of Georgia
Sharpshooters would be formed by Gen. Wofford from the best shots in his brigade, be equipped with the
best Enfield and other long-range rifles available, and serve as a separate battalion under its own Lt. Colonel
but remain a part of the brigade. Several men from Company B and F were selected for the sharpshooters
including John King who would become a company captain and Lt. Frederick Ross. It was now the
Confederate Army's policy that, as far as possible, all brigades would be composed of and officered by men
from the same state. Cobb wrote that, “Wofford is home with his sick wife. Both of my new regts. express
gratification at being in my brigade.” He says, “that all of his men are now well shod and getting a
sufficiency of clothing. I think this is true of all the army.” Cobb wrote that he and his men hated to lose the
North Carolina men as they were good soldiers and the Georgians had become fond of them.
Back on Howison Hill, the Legion and other of Cobb's units were constructing gun emplacements. One of
these guns would be a large 30-pound Parrot gun brought up from the Richmond defense line and there would
be redoubts for five additional guns.(5) The guns were zeroed in on all the points where the anticipated
attack would take place. It would be Cobb's legionnaires’ duty to support, protect and help service these guns
during the anticipated Federal attack. Longstreet’s artillery commander, A.P. Alexander, stated that these
guns were so thoroughly targeted in by the artillery on the ridges and by the muskets of infantry at the foot of
the hills that “not even a chicken could live to cross” the fields west of the town and the high ground where
the Confederates waited. On Dec. 10, Cobb wrote to his wife, “I go on picket again tomorrow and hence
cannot write regularly. I feel as though I could talk to you all night, cold as my fingers are, God bless you
darling. Tell Ma I will write to her very soon…….” This would be his last letter.
On December 11, the Federals laid down pontoon bridges and crossed over to Fredericksburg. Cobb's
Brigade was assigned a position in a sunken road at the foot of Marye's Height or Hill. The road was
protected on the Fredericksburg side by a stonewall. Toward the town from where the attack would come,
was a broad, open plain. The brigade was minus Cobb's Legion and the 16th Georgia which were on
detached duty. We believe that the 16th would join their comrades behind the stone wall before the battle
ended. This was an excellent defensive position with support of the batteries on Howison's and Marye's Hills.
On a bitter cold December 13th morning at about 10:00 AM, after a heavy fog lifted, the Federal attacks
began. Cobb’s men had taken their position behind the stone wall before daylight, marching in while quoting
the 91st Psalm, “Thy shall not be afraid for the terror by night nor the arrow that flyeth by
day----.”(6) At first the attack started further down the river in front of Jackson's troops.
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Finally, the Blue Coats marched out of Fredericksburg into the face of Cobb's Georgians waiting behind the
stone wall. They met with a terrible fate being torn to pieces by Cobb's riflemen behind the stone wall and
the artillery on the hills behind the wall. The charge was repulsed with terrible losses by the enemy; however,
they were not finished. They were forming for a renewed attack across the plain. During this lull after the
first attack, Tom Cobb was standing in the road when he was struck in the thigh by a shell fragment. (Several
other accounts states that Cobb was standing beside or near the little Stevens house which stood about 15 feet
in front of the wall. In a 1901 article in the Atlanta Journal by William Crumbly, a courier for Gen.
Kershaw, says that Cobb was standing beside the Stevens house and was hit by a shell fragment which came
through the lower part of the front door. See Chaplain Porter’s account of the wounding at the end of this
chapter.) The large bone was shattered and the main artery cut. Aids unsuccessfully attempted to stop the
severe bleeding and then took him to a field hospital in the rear. At the hospital, he complained of the pain
and was administered spirits but soon he lapsed into shock and then a coma and died in the arms of his
chaplain, the Reverend R. K. Porter. Ironically, he died near the birthplace of his mother on Federal Hill
which was less than a half mile in front of the stone wall where he was mortally wounded. He was only 39
years of age. His body moved to Camp Jennie and from there was sent by train to Richmond where it was
embalmed and then through Augusta to Athens where a funeral was held followed by burial in the Oconee
Hill Cemetery. Cobb’s aid Tom Barrow wrote that, “Never seen a whole brigade in such heartfelt sorrow.”
After the first attack, the Yankees discovered that they could form in the protected cut of the unfinished
railroad and from there could strike the right of Cobb's line. Before he was wounded, Cobb had ordered two
pieces of the Troup Artillery down from Howison Hill accompanied by some of the Legion. The artillery
opened with canister into this solid mass with frightful slaughter ending the threat. The Howison Hill artillery
which the Legion was assisting played a major part in the repulse of the Federal attacks on Marye’s Hill
causing tremendous damage. The battery included the 30 pound rifled Parrot-type gun which Gen. Lee had
brought up from the Richmond defenses and placed in a redoubt along with several other smaller guns
including those of the Troup Artillery. The big gun exploded near the end of the day’s action after firing
many shots with terrible effect on the attacking boys in blue. A similar type unexploded Union model of the
gun is located in a redoubt at the exact position today. Generals Lee and Longstreet watched the action from
a spot near these guns and today their part of the hill is known as “Lee’s Hill”.
One report states that a chicken flew up onto the stone wall and remained there during the entire battle.
Alexander was wrong, a chicken did survive but many poor boys in blue did not.
The Federals continued the attacks until the cold night fell with continued heavy losses. They were repulsed
all along the line with their greatest losses being before the stone wall. The hundreds of wounded Yankee
soldiers had to suffer through this long cold night many building up barricades with dead bodies of their
comrades. Jackson, after some scary moments, was able to force our old foe at Crampton's Gap, General
Franklin's VI Corps, back across the river in the fighting lower downstream. For a complete report on this
battle, read THE FREDERICKSBURG CAMPAIGN by Edward J. Stactpole.
The next day was spent almost as a day of rest. The wounded could not be removed from between the lines
because of the Yankee sharpshooters taking cheap shots at the brave Rebels who were trying to aid the
wounded Blue Coats caught there. On the 15th, the Federals withdrew back over the river, taking their
bridges with them.
Fredericksburg was a total Southern victory and Burnside was distraught. He had accepted the command
from President Lincoln against his better judgement and, after the battle, wrote to him saying, "I am unable to
handle so great an army." He had lost over 6,300 men before the stone wall and many more before Jackson’s
troops farther down the line. The Confederate losses in the Marye’s Hill area were light. In the battle of
Fredericksburg, Cobb's Legion reported no one killed and I have found no report of anyone being wounded.
The 16th was spent in burying the dead and collecting thousand of rifles and other equipment, a task left to
the Southerners. The rest of the winter of 1862-63 was spent by the armies in relatively comfortable winter
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quarters in and around Fredericksburg. The Legion remained on Howison Hill while the Yankees were very
comfortable on the heights across the river. About the most exciting thing for the Georgia boys were the
snow ball fights which occurred frequently, usually with Kershaw's South Carolinians.(7)
With the death of Thomas R.R. Cobb, Colonel William T. Wofford, of the recently joined 18th Georgia
Infantry, became commander of Cobb's Brigade and so it was henceforth known as Wofford's Brigade.
Wofford won his promotion to brigadier general on January 19, 1863. Colonel McMillan, the Irishman
colonel of the 24th Georgia, had assumed temporary command after Cobb's wounding but relinquished the
responsibility to Wofford and returned to command the 24th. Among the officers serving on the new
general’s staff at one time or another are: Captains A. F. Wooley, AAG; J. T. Hackett, AAG; A. H. Porter,
AAG; F. Lumpkin, AQM and Lt. W. L. Wofford ADC. The men other than the 18th Georgians did not feel
Wofford would look after them as well as Tom Cobb had and thought he was too over bearing and stubborn
to be a good leader. One of his first acts after taking command was to form a battalion from the best shots of
the brigade. This was very unpopular with the men as they did not want to leave their companies they had
served with since enlisting but Wofford gave them no choice. He selected 1 st Lieutenant Frederick Ross of
Company B to select about 10 or 11 men from each of the seven Legion companies to form a new company
which would be part of the battalion to be known as The 3rd Georgia Sharpshooters. The men were bitter and
said that his purpose was just to reward his friends with better offices. General Wofford was well respected
otherwise through out the Confederate Army and was later rated as one of General Lee's best brigadier
generals. He was known as a fierce fighter and was very desirous of making a good military reputation for
himself. His men, behind his back, called him "Old Bald Head" as his two most distinguishing features were
his bald head and his excellent military bearing. He was a fine looking man of good stature and was 39 years
old and he eventually won the respect of the men of Cobb's Legion. He had been a lawyer and politician from
Cassville, GA before the war and would resume these occupations after the war plus becoming a large planter
in the Cassville area. He is buried in the Cassville city cemetery. For more information on Gen. Wofford and
the 18th Georgia see the appendix. He did please the men when he gave them Christmas Day off from all
drill and work.
Across the river, after one more failed attempt to turn Lee's left flank up the river in January, known as
"Burnside's Mud March", and a great shelling by the Yankees on February 22 in celebration or George
Washington’s birthday, General Burnside was replaced by Major General Joseph Hooker. "Fighting Joe"
Hooker was a rash, bragging New Englander who was quick to criticize his superiors. He felt that all the
Federal commanders thus far were too timid to aggressively fight Lee and his army and asserted that he would
be the man that would lead the Union Army to victory and end the war. Lincoln was reluctant to appoint him
but he was desperate for a general who would fight. Hooker bragged, "I have the finest army the sun has ever
shown on. I can march this army to New Orleans. My plans are perfect and when I start to carry them out,
may God have mercy on General Lee, for I will have none.” He boasted, “Our enemy must ingloriously fly or
come out from behind his defenses and give us battle on our ground, where certain destruction awaits him.”
Hooker developed a well-planned offensive that, which if successful, would deal the South a fatal blow. He
had an enlarged, well-equipped and supplied army which should accomplish this mission. He probably would
have accomplished his objective if he had been up against an opponent with less leadership ability than
Generals Lee and Jackson and one which was not made up of the South’s finest such as Cobb’s Legion.
Longstreet, with two of his divisions, Pickett's and Hood's, was in the Suffolk, VA area on a foraging
expedition as an independent command and thus would miss the coming action in May around
Chancellorsville. McLaws would essentially be reporting to General Lee directly.
Spring was here and it was time to break up the comfortable winter quarters and get on with the business of
killing.
Hooker's plan was to leave a small part of his army, under General Sedgwick, to make trouble in front of
Fredericksburg and to cross and to support him (Hooker) if and when the opportunity developed. "Fighting
Joe" would take the larger part of his army upstream to several fords and cross in the rear of Lee's army,
which he thought would be held at Fredericksburg by General Sedgwick. He would roll Lee up with a
resulting great victory for Hooker and the North.
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On April 29, Sedgwick now in command of the VI Corps who we remember all too well from Crampton’s
Gap, crossed the river on pontoon bridges and occupied Fredericksburg and McLaws' troops took up their old
defensive position behind the stone wall. This time the Legion was there. Sharpshooters were sent out,
remaining in position throughout the day and night. When the fog lifted the following morning it revealed
that the enemy had withdrawn but had now crossed on pontoon bridges further downstream.
Hooker had already crossed at the higher-up fords and action was already beginning there as Lee had quickly
realized what "Fighting Joe" was up to. Lee would leave a small force under General Early to hold
Fredericksburg against Sedgwick and move to meet Hooker's main thrust.
McLaws' troops moved out of their breastworks and advanced west up the Plank Road toward
Chancellorsville. Wofford's and the Legion did not move out until between midnight and 1:00 AM, however,
and marched out the turnpike to form on Smith's Hill on McLaws’ right. Lee, using Jackson, was pushing the
advanced Federal guard back up the turnpike toward the Chancellor house at Chancellorsville which is about
10 miles from Fredericksburg. This brick house, along with its outbuildings, is the only building at
Chancellorsville but because several important roads intersect there it is a strategic location. McLaws'
soldiers halted for the night about where Mine Run crosses the road, cooked rations and prepared for what
they knew would be a hard-fought day tomorrow. Wofford then moved further out on the right across the
Lewis farm and up the Mine Road and lost contact with the rest of the division to his left. (How many times
during the war does Cobb-Wofford Brigade drift to the right and lose contact with the rest of their division?
Why?) At daylight on May 2, Wofford moved to his left and established contact with the line in that
direction while staying to the right of the turnpike.
The Orange Plank Road and the Orange Turnpike leave Fredericksburg as a common road, split off from each
other about a mile out beyond Salem Church with the Plank Road running south but parallel to the Turnpike,
until they come back together at Chancellorsville. They then run together for about two miles, split again at
the Wilderness Church and continue through the Wilderness toward Orange Court House.
May 2nd dawned with a heavy shelling from the Federals up the road. Wofford's men, including the Legion,
advanced steadily all morning remaining to the right of the road and following to the right of the Turnpike
after the split. I do not know the position of the Legion in this advance but usually they were either the left of
the brigade or the next unit to the left.
"Fighting Joe" Hooker was already getting nervous. Things were not going exactly as he had planned and he
realized he was hemmed in on three narrow roads leading through a thick "wilderness" where he could not
maneuver and that he was being flanked by Wofford on his left. He therefore decided to withdraw back up
the Plank Road to a position around Chancellorsville, which he had heavily fortified. His right however
extended west for a long distance down the Turnpike further into the Wilderness. Hooker was depending on
his cavalry to harass Lee's rear, forcing him to retreat toward Richmond. He was to be disappointed in this as
his cavalry was totally ineffective and no match for Stuart's Southern horsemen and was of little help to him.
He is credited for the saying, "Whoever saw a dead cavalryman?" He had expected little opposition on his
advance from Chancellorsville up the roads toward Fredericksburg and when he did, and realized that he was
facing the better part of Lee's army, he pulled back. Sedgwick with the VI Corps in Fredericksburg, also
remained quiet allowing Lee to concentrate his forces against Hooker.
Lee followed the retiring Yankees to their new line around Chancellorsville and pushed it vigorously on all
sides. He became convinced that his opponent had concentrated most of his troops in his front and that any
attack on him by the much superior, in number, Union Army would result in serious losses and would
probably result in a Yankee victory. He was determined to beat Hooker to the punch.
During the night of May 1, Lee and Jackson developed the daring plan of having "Stonewall" take his entire
corps and, by a rapid march around to the left, strike the Federal's exposed right in the flank. This exposed
flank had no natural fortifications and, we will later learn, was composed mainly of the Federal XI Corps
which contained a large number of German soldiers who, when it came time to get down to the nitty gritty,
were not too anxious to fight, but they were quick to flight. The Union Army contained a much higher
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percentage of foreign born and foreign speaking troops than the Southern Army, about 18% vs 3%, or about
six times percentage-wise and several times more than that number-wise.(8) The Rebel soldiers considered
themselves much more American than their Yankee enemy.
The danger of this plan was in how to hold the Union Army in its present position at Chancellorsville while
Jackson made his almost daylong march to the attack. "Stonewall" would take about 2/3 of the total army
with him leaving Lee only about 16,000 men to hold Hooker in check. McLaws Division numbered about
8,345 men and averaged about 383 per regiment.(9) Lee felt confident that the greatly outnumbered divisions
of McLaws and Anderson could do the job. They did it well!
On the morning of May 2, Jackson started his march by way of a back roads route which was supposed to
keep him from being observed by the enemy; however, he was soon spotted by the Yankees who interpreted
the movement as a retreat by the Southerners. His march would be of about 12 miles to the point where he
was to make his surprise attack. The position was actually only about six miles from where he had left if
going by the turnpike, well within hearing distance of Lee and the right wing. Fortunately for Lee and
Jackson, the Union leaders took little heed to numerous reports that a large Southern Army was on the way
toward their right flank.
McLaws and Anderson, and especially Wofford and his men did their part well keeping the enemy in their
front busy and detracted from Jackson. At about 3:15 PM while Jackson was on the march, Wofford would
make a vigorous attack on Hancock's line in his front and keep it up for about an hour. McLaws had ordered
Wofford to threaten but “not to attack seriously” along with Jackson’s attack on the left. McLaws said,
“Wofford’s men had their blood up however and had to be restrained. They withdrew in good spirits after
driving the enemy from their entrenchments.” About dark, Perry's troops, who had taken position off to
Wofford's right, closed in to connect with him and give him some support.(10)
Around 6:00 PM, after the hard march, Jackson surprised the XI Corps which comprised the exposed right
flank of the Federals along the Turnpike west of Chancellorsville in the Wilderness and caused a general
stampede of frightened Yankees running and tearing through the bushes and woods with the Dutchmen
leading the way back towards Chancellorsville and beyond to safety. They exclaimed, "Der wash too many
mens for us. I ish going to mine company. Var ish de pontoons?"(11) It was a disgraceful flight and an
embarrassment to the brave men of the Union Army especially to Hancock's, "Hancock the Superb", II Corps
troops who were giving their best in front of Wofford and the Legion. Mjr. Gen. Winfield Scott Hancock was
one of the Union Army's most competent generals and his corps was composed of some of the nation's best
fighting men. Wofford's Brigade and the boys from Bowdon would have other much too close encounters
with this general's men at a little town in Pennsylvania later on in the summer and several times in next year’s
summer of '64 in Virginia.
Unfortunately nightfall came, putting a stop to the advance after a mile or more. The advancing battle line
had become so disorganized due to the smoke, the woods and underbrush and darkness it was impossible to
continue. While the gallant "Stonewall" was reconnoitering with his staff and other officers in front of his
advanced lines, they were mistaken in the darkness and smoke from the battle for Yankee cavalry and were
fired on by some of the North Carolina troops. He was seriously wounded in the right hand and left arm and
fell from his horse. He was carried out and his left arm was amputated that night at a field hospital near the
battlefield. Later he was transferred to the home of a doctor at Guinea Station, a safe distance from the battle.
At first, it appeared that he would recover; however, pneumonia developed and he died on May 10. He was
carried by rail in a special car to Richmond and then on to Lexington by canal boat where he is buried in the
city cemetery not far from his beloved VMI.
On May 3, Lee instructed General Stuart, who now commanded Jackson's forces, to continue to push the
enemy and he would do likewise on the right and thus reunite the two wings of his army. This was
accomplished but with savage fighting and heavy losses for the entire day. McLaws' troops were heavily
engaged all day and the Legion had another sad day with high losses in killed and wounded. In fact, Wofford
and the Legion were back on the attack against Hancock's line before 7:00 AM.(12) See General Lee's and
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General McLaws' reports at the end of this chapter for more details of exactly what Wofford's and the
Legion's troops were doing at this time.
Late in the afternoon, a Rebel shell hit a porch column on which Hooker was leaning at the Chancellor house,
knocking him down and disabling him for awhile and, some say, so demoralized him that he gave up all hopes
for a victory.
Lee wanted to inflict a fatal blow on the Federals; however, his men were exhausted from two days of hard
fighting and the enemy had by now withdrawn to a stronger position nearer the Rappahannock which had
been even more strongly fortified. Also, about this time, it was learned that Early had been driven out of
Fredericksburg and that Sedgwick was moving and threatening Lee's rear. Lee had to move fast! At about
12:30 PM he ordered McLaws, with the Legion, to move back down the Plank Road toward Fredericksburg
where Rebel General Wilcox and his Alabamians were forming at Salem Church. Kershaw and Wofford's
Brigades went in on Wilcox's right with Wofford to the right of Kershaw. The other brigades of McLaws
extended Wilcox's line to the left. This entire line was entrenchments except in front of Wofford.(13)
It was only a short time after their arrival that Sedgwick's VI Corps made a furious attack on the Rebel line.
Fighting was savage and it was imperative that the Southerners hold the Yankees back or else Lee would be
squeezed tightly between the two Northern Armies. The line held after quite a scare. The most serious
fighting was near the center of the line at Wilcox's position along the turnpike near the church and school;
however, the Legion was engaged again with their old foe from Crampton's Gap, the VI Corps.
The next day General Lee himself arrived at Salem Church along with most of Anderson's Division and an
attack was made by Wofford's and Kershaw's Brigades to push the enemy back and to make a junction with
Early's troops who were coming up from Fredericksburg. At about 5:30 PM the attack began but because of
the dense woods and underbrush Wofford did not push very far. It was planned to continue the next day.
During the night of May 4-5, Sedgwick withdrew his army back across the river at Bank's Ford.
The Battle of Salem Church was a total Southern victory and now Lee would hurry most of his troops there
back toward Chancellorsville to give "Fighting Joe" all of his attention. Wofford's men arrived back in the
Chancellorsville line late in the afternoon in a terrible thunderstorm which lasted all night.
For a complete history of the Battle of Chancellorsville and Salem Church, read The Battle of
Chancellorsville by Samuel P. Bates and John Bigelow, Jr.'s The Campaign of Chancellorsville.
Meanwhile, Hooker was safe in his fortifications and had completely lost all confidence stating, "My main
responsibility is to protect Washington," (sound like McClellan?) and during the night under cover of the
darkness and the storm, would withdraw his army back across the river ending The Battle of Chancellorsville.
This was considered a great victory for Lee's army but one they could ill afford. Their losses were
approximately 12,800 while the Federal losses were about 17,000. Also gone was the leader of the Second
Corps, the great "Stonewall" Jackson. These Southern losses could not be made up while the Yankees would
draw on their unlimited resources of men and equipment and would soon be stronger than before.
With the loss of Jackson, Lee would have to reorganize his army and would do so by forming three corps out
of the two. Longstreet would command the First Corps composed of McLaws', Hood's and Pickett's
Divisions, while A. P. Hill and R. S. Ewell would command the other two. While these two generals were
good subordinates, they were certainly no "Stonewall" and would prove so by failing General Lee on
numerous occasions.
Another effect of these Southern victories at Fredericksburg and Chancellorsville was that it gave hope that
this was an invincible army which could defeat any Union Army brought against it. It was also perceived that
this army could invade Pennsylvania and the North and be successful, probably winning the war.
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At Chancellorsville-Salem Church, Wofford's Brigade reported losses of 74 killed, 479 wounded and nine
missing. See General Lee's report, a portion of which is given later in this chapter, for losses in the various
commands.
The Legion and Company B had suffered heavily again, reporting the highest losses in Longstreet's Corps
which consisted of McLaws' and R. H. Anderson's Divisions. A few regiments in Jackson's command
reported having more, but remember, the Legion was not of regimental size so the percentage of losses was as
high or higher than any other.
At least 15 members of the Bowdon Volunteers, Company B, were killed or mortally wounded and a long list
were seriously wounded. We found no mention of anyone's being captured. The killed or mortally wounded
were: 2nd Lt.s Robert S. Fletcher and Frederick E. Ross, Privates Semour York Beck, R. C. Duke, J. G.
Gabriel, Joshua M. McBurnett, John C. McDaniel, John N. Miles, John M. Morris, Thomas J. Morris, Joseph
Pane, James M. Spruill, Henry J. Thomas and J. C. Upchurch. See Appendix B and G for a list of the losses
in killed, wounded and captured. Company F also of Carroll County had at least five men killed or mortally
wounded and many wounded seriously. Captain McDaniel's younger brother, nineteen-year-old John, was
among those killed on May 3. What a terrible shock this must have been to the captain and what a sad thing
to have to write to their mother and father back in Alabama with the bad news. A memorial marker to young
John is in the family cemetery plot in Columbia Cemetery near Abbeville. Captain McDaniel himself was
wounded severely in the hip.
This was another sad time back home in Bowdon. Just imagine so many families in a small town receiving
news like this so close to that of the previous September after Crampton's Gap. We are talking about 30 or
more families having a son, husband or brother killed. About 20 additional were captured and who knows
how many were wounded.
Over 40% of the men who had marched away from the college in July, 1861 were dead from battle wounds or
from disease. Another 20 or so of the Bowdon men were captured and in Yankee prison camps or in the
process of being exchanged with their families back home probably not knowing if these men were alive or
dead as they were reported to be missing in action. Others were wounded or sick with disease in Southern
hospitals far from home.
Two other companies of Bowdon men were experiencing heavy casualties with reports of these losses coming
home. Companies G, “The Boggess Avengers” and H, “The Wool Hat Boys” of the 41st Georgia
experienced very heavy losses in killed and wounded including the life of the Legion's first captain, Charles
McDaniel, at Perryville, Kentucky at near the same time as Crampton’s Gap. Later, Companies B and C of
the 56th Georgia would experience extremely heavy casualties in killed, wounded and especially captured at
Champion Hill and Vicksburg, Mississippi. In no war in the history of this country have such losses been
experienced. I doubt there was any town in the nation, both north or south, which suffered any more losses
than that of the little village of Bowdon relative to its population. Bowdon was a very small town.
Among those killed at Chancellorsville was Private James M. Spruill, the brother of my wife's great
grandfather, Zack, and the son of Gabriel Spruill of Bowdon. Gabriel would send five sons off to the war and
only one would return. James of Company B, Cobb's Legion, and three of his brothers of Company C, 56th
Georgia were killed or died from the results of harsh Yankee prison camps. Zack was captured at Champion
Hill at the crossroads, got sick in prison, was exchanged and died shortly afterward in a Petersburg hospital
and is buried in the Blandford Church Cemetery in an unmarked grave there.
Thank goodness the Legion would have no more days like those of Crampton's Gap and Chancellorsville.
They would lose more men but nowhere nearly as many as in those two battles. Of course there were much
fewer of them to be lost. For instance, Jim Mobley reported, "only 7 in company", after Chancellorsville.(14)
Among the wounded was the Legion's new colonel, Luther Glenn. He was shot through the left arm but
returned to duty before the next campaign began; however, the wound would pain him for the rest of his life
and finally force his resignation from the Army of Northern Virginia. Glenn was a native of Washington
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County, raised in Henry and moved to Atlanta and was 45 years of age at this time. He had graduated from
the University of Georgia and married the sister of Tom and Howell Cobb. Tom's wife called him "thriftless
and intemperate" and Tom himself was critical of him but eventually called him "The best officer I have in
the Legion."(15) He was the first captain of Company C, was promoted to major of the Legion on July 18,
1862 and to lieutenant colonel on September 15, 1862. He was forced to retire from active field duty in
January, 1865 due to the effects of wounds and the rigors of war. He was appointed Commander of the Post
of Atlanta serving there until the war ended when he surrendered the city to Col. B.B. Egleston of the 1 st Ohio
Cavalry. After the war he served two terms (1868-69) as mayor of Atlanta and also was a member of the
Georgia Legislature. He died in June, 1886 and is buried in Oconee Hill Cemetery in Athens across the road
from his brother-in-law, Howell.
General Lee's report, dated September 23, 1863, (condensed by author) states, "------left Early's and
Barksdale's Brigades in front of Fredericksburg. McLaws with his other brigades marched toward midnight
on 30th (April). Next morning Jackson pushed an attack on the Plank Road with McLaws on the Turnpike.
Enemy soon encountered on both roads with a strong attack on McLaws was repulsed-----the enemy retired to
within one mile of Chancellorsville where they assumed a position of great strength. That night decision
made to turn enemy's right flank by Jackson with McLaws and Anderson remaining in front of enemy.
Jackson successful----etc. As soon as sounds from Jackson were heard, the troops in front were ordered to
press strongly on his left to prevent reinforcements going to his right.----- Morning of the 3rd for these troops
to incline toward the left to connect with Jackson. McLaws was on the right of the Plank Road and made
strong demonstration."(16)
He then tells of the action around Salem Church: "------On May 3rd Wofford (and others) were sent back to
about 5 miles of Fredericksburg to Salem Church where he took position on the right of Wilcox who was
stalling the advance of Sedgwick. Enemy advanced in three strong lines. Enemy was repulsed with great
slaughter. On the 4th pushed to join Early in Fredericksburg but Sedgwick made his escape across the river.
On the 5th McLaws was ordered back to Chancellorsville and reached his destination during the afternoon in
the midst of a violent thunderstorm which continued throughout the night-----enemy took advantage of this
and retreated across the river About 5,000 prisoners taken exclusive of their wounded who were left, 13
pieces of artillery, 19,500 stands of arms, 17 colors and large quantities of ammunition."(17)
He reports losses in Wofford's Brigade:
Killed
18th Ga
14
24th Ga.
14
16th Ga.
18
Cobb's
22
Phillips'
3
Staff
1
Total
72

Wounded
72
73
115
135
19
-414

Total
86
87
139
157
22
1
486

As previously stated, Cobb's Legion had the highest number of casualties in Longstreet's Corps while a few
regiments in Jackson's Corps had more. The Legion was composed of only seven companies while a
regiment had ten companies. Again these figures do not reflect the true number as in the Legion, Company B
and Company F, also of Carroll County and with 5 reported killed, alone had maybe 20 killed or mortally
wounded. The other five companies surely had more than two men killed to equal the reported total.
McLaws' report states (condensed), "May 1. At 12:30 put on the march up the Plank Road. By 6 AM on 2nd
were in rifle pits on Smith Hill----At 11 AM Jackson ordered McLaws to attack up the Plank Road. After a
short distance enemy was met and line of battle formed across the road. Enemy attacked on left [Wofford
was on the right], was repulsed and about 4 PM we advanced, halted at dark & bivouacked along the heights
just beyond where Mine Run crosses the Turnpike. On the 2nd, battle line formed in the same order.
Ordered to press to the left, keeping the right [Wofford] on the Turnpike, to connect with Jackson.” About
dark, McLaws ordered an advance along the whole line but to not attack seriously. "General Wofford, [with
the Legion], became engaged so seriously that I ordered him to withdraw, which was done in good order, his
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men in good spirits, after driving the enemy to their entrenchments. [This is probably the time when the
Legion had its greatest number of casualties?]. On the night of the third nothing much happened. The next
morning, General Wofford threw a portion of his command across a valley between him and the
Chancellorsville heights and thus prevented the escape of a considerable body of the enemy which had been
opposed to his command----I directed a flag of truce to be sent them [the enemy] and they surrendered. I
think Gen. Wofford is entitled to most credit for their capture [The Legion was involved in this]. Learned
that heights of Fredericksburg had been taken & ordered troops back to Salem Church------enemy attacked
before command was well up----enemy repulsed----About 300-400 prisoners taken and about same number
buried. The next morning Wofford and Kershaw ordered to advance but withdrew in the evening to previous
position. The following morning Wofford [with the Legion] advanced as far as the River Road engaging the
enemy as he went and driving them before him. He halted for the night beyond the River Road extending his
pickets. By the next morning enemy [Sedgwick] was across the river and my command was employed in
burying the dead and attending to the wounded."(18)
After Hooker gave up the fight and recrossed the river, McLaws was ordered to his former position in front of
Fredericksburg leaving Wofford, with the Legion, at Bank's Ford. He reports casualties in Wofford's Brigade
as 562 killed, wounded and missing with nine men missing. Reports taking over 1,200 prisoners.
After Chancellorsville, the Legion's organization was as follows:
Army of Northern Virginia, General Robert E. Lee
First Corps, Lt. Gen. James Longstreet (not present at Chancellorsville)
1st Division, Maj. Gen. Lafayette McLaws
1st Brigade, Brig. Gen. W. T. Wofford (Wofford's Brig.)
Cobb's Georgia Legion, Col. Luther Glenn
Major, Carmack
Company B, Captain William McDaniel
Company F, Captain George W. Moore
After the battle, the Legion would eventually return, after duty at Bank's Ford, to its Camp Cobb’s Legion on
Howison Hill as Fredericksburg was again fortified due to Hooker's Army taking up their former position on
the heights across the river. The Southern forces were put to work cleaning up the battlefield, collecting arms
and other supplies left behind by "Fighting Joe's" men. The Rebel Army was well supplied with guns, tents,
oil cloths, blankets etc., furnished with the compliments of the Yankee Quartermaster.
The legionnaires would draw their share of picket duty and on May 16, Benji Mobley, who was now back
with the Legion from his vacation in the Yankee prisons, would write his mother, Elizabeth Barrow Mobley,
"I am still in the land of the living. have read many a Yankee letter --." He said that he would send her one
but none were "fit". On Sunday, he saw one man with his gun on a Yankee when a wild turkey flew up "he
put his gun on the turkey and killed it."(19).
Lee began putting his army in good order. All leaves were cancelled and six drills per week were required
and new recruits were brought in, including even a few for Company B. Also exchanged prisoners from the
Maryland Campaign, some of Company B, were returning. President Davis and General Lee reviewed the
whole of Longstreet's Corps. The army was never before or afterward under better discipline nor in better
fighting trim.(20) It was again up to around 68,000 man strength.
It was time to live off the Yankees and on June 3, 1863, McLaws’ Division, with Wofford's Brigade and
Cobb's Legion and Company B, led off toward Pennsylvania with Hood following on the 4th. Hood was
followed by Pickett with Longstreet again being present with his First Corps.
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CHAPTER VI
GETTYSBURG
General Lee was confident that Hooker and his army would pull out of their position opposite Fredericksburg
just as the Federal commanders had always done with Lincoln's blessing, whenever they felt there was a threat
to Washington. He was correct because as soon as the Southern army began its move, the Federals began to
follow after a spell in order to keep between the Rebels and their capital.
Lee’s Confederates badly needed to live off the Yankee land for a while and the rich farming regions of
Pennsylvania offered a bountiful feast for the men and horses. A raid into this area would also be a threat to
Baltimore, Washington and Philadelphia and, if one of these cities were taken, the Europeans would surely
recognize and support the South as an independent nation.
As McLaws, with the Legion, moved out of Fredericksburg on June 3rd, 1863 A. P. Hill's Third Corps was
left to observe the enemy there. McLaws' and Longstreet's other two divisions were to meet at Culpepper
Court House so this first part of the march was along the fine Virginia turnpikes. The Legion was carrying
their newly adopted flag which replaced the one captured at Crampton's Gap. Culpepper Court House was
the headquarters of “Jeb” Stuart's Rebel Cavalry and, while the First and Second Corps waited near there, the
great cavalry battle of the war was being fought at Brandy Station on June 9. The Southern horsemen were
victorious but this battle represented the turning point in the mounted war. Prior to this time, the Southern
yellow stripes had dominated their Yankee rivals. From now on, the ever-increasing blue-coated horsemen,
with their fast-shooting repeating carbines, would be more than a match for the riders in gray whose ranks
were growing thinner with each hard campaign. Northern horseflesh kept improving while that of the
Southerners was wearing out. Perhaps plenty of new mounts and draft horses for the wagons and artillery
would be available in Pennsylvania?
General Ewell and his Second Corps began the march for the Shenandoah Valley via Chert's Gap through the
Blue Ridge Mountains, fought Milroy and his 9,000 men at Winchester, completely routing him, as well as
causing another Federal Army to abandon Harpers Ferry. “Old Baldy’s” march would continue on through
Maryland and well into Pennsylvania, almost to the capital of Harrisburg, taking York while causing a panic
in Baltimore, Philadelphia and Washington. Unfortunately for the South, he was required to join Lee at
Gettysburg before he could do further damage.
Now back to Longstreet’s First Corps and Cobb’s Legion: After very hard marches on the 16th-17th & 18th,
they were at Piedmont Depot on the Manassas Gap RR. Reveille was at sun up on the 19th and breakfast was
followed by a fast march of about 10 miles to Ashby Gap in the Blue Ridge Mountains where they camped
for the night. They had averaged about 20 miles per day in what the Georgia boys said was the hottest
weather they had ever marched in. The roads were narrow and lined with mostly stone fences which made it
even hotter and more difficult to fall out alongside the road. Their wagon trains were sent by a different route
via Front Royal making the march a little easier. On the 20th, they crossed the Shenandoah River at Berry's
Ford where the river was swollen from recent rains and was up to the armpits of the men. They were forced
to lock arms and march four abreast across the river which proved to be a very difficult crossing. They
stacked arms at about 4 o’clock in the afternoon setting up camp in the forest but, before their clothes could
dry, they would be ordered back across the river to meet a rumored threat from Pleasanton's Yankee Cavalry
to their rear back at Ashby's Gap where Stuart's Cavalry was now posted as a rear guard. They camped on the
steep eastern mountainside the night of the 21st of June. The mountain was so steep and rocky that the men
had a hard time finding a place to sleep without sliding down the mountain. One man said that he woke up 12
feet further down than when he went to sleep. After this threat was taken care of, they were marched back,
crossing the river for the third time on the 22nd and camped in a field near the river.(1) During this action,
General Wofford, with the Legion, was ordered down onto the plain east of the gap but the Yankees withdrew
and the infantry was called back after the exchange of a few shots.(2) On the 23rd, they received orders to
march via Berryville, Martinsburg and Williamsport into Maryland with Wofford’s Brigade and the Legion
bringing up the rear.
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On the 24th, they marched 19 miles through Berryville and camped at Summit Point on the Harpers FerryWinchester RR. The Legionaries got an early start on the 25th, marching 21 miles to Martinsburg. They
marched 11 miles on the Williamsport Road the next day, crossed the Potomac during a driving rain and
camped near Williamsport. They were now averaging approximately 18 miles per day. The Legion was back
in Maryland, this being the third time they had crossed the Potomac River into that state.
It was at this time that one of the greatest blunders of the war occurred: General Stuart, for some reason,
instead of following and shielding the army west of the mountains, went off on another of his famous "ride
around the enemy" marches, going far east and totally losing contact with the army until July 2nd, the second
day of the battle of Gettysburg. Thus, Lee lost his eyes and ears. He had no way of knowing what his
opponent was doing or where he was. The first and most important responsibility of the cavalry arm of the
army was to gather intelligence for the commander keeping him posted on every move of the enemy.
Our intention is to not get into details of this great battle but to follow Cobb's Legion and Company B in it.
Volumes of books, magazines and articles and even movies and TV documentaries on every aspect of this
historic event have been published and filmed and would fill a library. It is probably the most publicized
battle in our country's history, if not in the world. Excellent sources of information on this battle and the LeeLongstreet controversy are Longstreet's From Manassas to Appomattox, Edwin B Coddington's The
Gettysburg Campaign and especially Harry Pfanc's Gettysburg The Second Day. In these books, details can
be found on Ewell's and Stuart's raids as well as the three days of fighting and the aftermath of Gettysburg.
General A. P. Hill's Third Corps crossed the Potomac at Shepherdstown while Longstreet's First Corps, with
the Legion, was crossing a little later further up stream at Williamsport. The Potomac was high because of
recent rains and when the men forded the river it was 200 yards wide, swift and up to their armpits as they
waded across with their belongings held above their heads. Some were in their clothes, more in their drawers
and some were as naked as jay birds but it did not seem to bother them as the locals watched and cheered
from the bluffs above. Bands played "Maryland, My Maryland" and the men let out their best Rebel Yells.
General McLaws had discovered a stash of whiskey in Williamsport and given each man a gill (4 ounces).
The general said that no man refused it and all were in good humor.(3) The Legion was on the march early
on the 27th of June and marched 22 miles through Hagerstown, Maryland, Middleburg and Greencastle,
Pennsylvania and made camp about 5 miles south of Chambersburg, PA. The Rebel raiders were now indeed
in the real Yankee Land. Hill’s and Longstreet’s corps came together at Hagerstown and marched together on
to Chambersburg. On a fine Sunday morning the 28th of June, McLaws’ and Hood’s Divisions marched
through the town of Chambersburg with all the regimental bands playing and everyone in a great mood. After
a short, easy march, they made camp about three miles north of the town on the Harrisburg Pike along the east
bank of Conococheague Creek on fine Pennsylvania farm land with good water. On the 29 th, the foot-sore
men of Bowdon’s Company B would get a full day of rest in camp after almost a month of hard marching.
That was spent in anticipation of a hard march on further north come morning. Three days rations were
cooked, rifles were cleaned and letters written to love ones back home.
The Southern forces were under strict orders not to plunder, steal or destroy property. Nevertheless, their
foragers brought in plenty of good Dutch food and buttermilk. They surely were not going hungry or thirsty
as some good corn liquor and lots of "Apple Jack" was on hand. A South Carolina regimental historian of
Kershaw's Brigade wrote, "Wofford's men stole so much they could not carry what rations they drew from the
commissary." Another man wrote home, “I got plenty of good brandy and chicken butter loaf bread cherry
last night.” One thing that soldiers, North or South, all, did was to raid the many rail fences along their
march. After a hard day’s march there was little time to go looking for firewood to cook, light or warm with.
The good oak, hickory and chestnut split rails were the easy answer. Although General Lee issued orders
against all sorts of plundering the hardest to enforce was the rail issue. One commander issued orders that
only the top rail could be taken. This order was strictly followed by his foot soldiers; the first mess would
take only the top rail, the next group by would take the now top rail and so on until the poor farmer’s bottom
rail was soon on the fire. There was however a great contrast between the Southern soldier’s conduct and
their respect for private property to that of the Yankees with their ravage of the Shenandoah Valley, Georgia
and South Carolina by Hunter, Sheridan and Sherman.
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On the 30th, McLaws and the Legion instead of marching as planned to the north toward the Pennsylvania
capital of Harrisburg moved instead out to the east toward Cashtown. They went directly cross country
through fields and woods pushing aside fences as they went reaching the hard-surfaced Gettysburg Pike at
Fayetteville about 2 o’clock in the afternoon after a march of about 5 miles. A local Dr. McClay witnessed
the march and stated, “The Confederates passed right across the country in a direct line of Fayetteville,
regardless of fences or roads, and evidently in a hurry.” They camped near Fayetteville along the Pike and
were up before daylight on Wednesday, July 1, 1863. They were soon strung out along the road on the
gradual slope of the west side of South Mountain toward Cashtown and Gettysburg. This would be the last
quiet night for a long while for the men from Bowdon of Cobb’s Legion and thousands of other men wearing
the blue and the gray.
On June 27, a dispute between General Hooker and his superiors resulted in "Fighting Joe" asking to be
relieved from command of the Union Army. Lincoln was only too happy to accept the resignation and Major
General George Gordon Meade, who had been the commander of the Federal V Corps, was named to replace
Hooker. Meade was well liked and respected by his fellow corps commanders as well as by the Confederate
generals who were quite familiar with him from the Mexican War and pre-war days. He had established a
good record as a subordinate but many felt that he lacked the confidence of being in command of the entire
army. He certainly did not campaign for the job and, in fact, the leadership of the Union Army the day before
had been offered to Gen. Reynolds who refused the “honor”. Meade himself did not think he was up to the
job but the President gave him no choice. He was appointed and ordered to take command even though he
was junior to several of the other corps commanders including Gen. Sedgwich who agreed to serve under
him. He was at a great disadvantage because he had little knowledge of Hooker’s plan and was aware of very
little that was going on with the other corps. He was an engineer like General Lee and recognized the benefit
of having the high ground, natural or man-made fortifications, good artillery emplacements, short and secure
supply lines, the shorter interior line and, especially, to always have an “OUT” of any situation and be able to
retire to even better defensive positions should the need arise. Meade, like the Confederate General
Longstreet, was a proponent of defensive strategy: That is: Pick the strongest defensive position possible and
encourage your opponent to attack. He was a gruff, impatient, hard swearing Pennsylvanian and the latter
was in his favor; these Rebels were invading and trying to capture his home state. He was called “Old
Snapping Turtle” by the men in the ranks because of the short fuse of his temper. Mead immediately went to
work preparing for all contingencies including establishing a strong defensive line along the MarylandPennsylvania border between Gettysburg and Washington. He would be ready to fall back to it if the
Cemetery Ridge line proved to be untenable. He arrived on the field at nighttime after the first day’s fighting
had died down and had to rely on his corps commanders, including Gen. Hancock, to describe the defensive
line to him. Even at this late hour he could realize that this was an excellent line to defend and to invite
attack. Many writers have stated that he did not want to fight at Gettysburg but my belief is that once he saw
this line which offered him every advantage, he was anxious for Lee to attack him. Meade drew the criticism
of President Lincoln and others including Gen. ”Old Brains” Halleck, General-In-Chief of the Army, for not
aggressively following up the third day repulse of the Southerners but, remember, he had suffered tremendous
casualties also, even more than his adversary. He served as commander of The Army of the Potomac for the
remainder of the war. After General Grant was appointed General-In-Chief of all Union Armies, Meade
served in an uncomfortable position as the Commander of The Army of the Potomac while Grant campaigned
with and, for all practical purposes, commanded making all strategic decisions. It is difficult to have two
commanders of any organization but Meade did his job well and I believe that he, along with Grant, was one
of the few great Union generals of the Civil War. When General Lee learned on the 30 th of June of the
change in the Union high command he commented, “General Meade will commit no blunder in my front, and
if I commit one he will make haste to take advantage of it.” He felt that Meade would not be as bold as
Hooker and that the change in command during an active campaign would work to the Confederate’s
advantage.
On the night of the 29th, General Longstreet's friend and Southern spy, Harrison, arrived in camp with news
of the location of the Federal Army. The fact was that this army had a new commander and was closing in on
Lee fast, concentrating around Frederick, Maryland. With considerable difficulty, Longstreet was able to
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convince Lee that Harrison, the spy, was reliable as Longstreet had used him before and that Meade's army
was indeed fast approaching. Lee thus changed his plans for a further march to the north and would instead
swing toward the east calling for a consolidation of his three corps east of South Mountain at Cashtown
hoping to keep the Federal Army east of South Mountain thus protecting his Cumberland Valley supply lines
and route back to Virginia. General Lee was about as angry as he was ever known to be because Stuart had
not reported with the intelligence on the location of the enemy.
By the night of June 30th, the position of the Southern forces was as follows: General Lee's headquarters, at
Greenwood, 16 miles west of Gettysburg; part of Longstreet's First Corps was at Greenwood (McLaws’ and
part of Hood’s) and part was at Chambersburg, 24 miles; Ewell's Second Corps was scattered from 10 to 23
miles north of Gettysburg; A. P. Hill's Third Corps had a part at Greenwood, 16 miles, and a part at Cashtown
which was 10 miles west of Gettysburg and Stuart's Cavalry was "out of sight".(4) The Federal Army was
spread out anywhere from 6 to 22 miles east and southeast of the town; however, they had Buford's Cavalry
already at the future battle site. The I Corps was only six miles away and the XI only nine from Gettysburg.
Neither side anticipated bringing on a battle, especially General Longstreet. He was under the impression that
General Lee and he had agreed that no offensive tactics would be undertaken during the campaign and that
only a "defensive-offense" would be employed and, if a battle so far in enemy territory had to be fought, then
a good defensive position would be selected and the enemy encouraged to attack their entrenched line. Lee's
decision to become the aggressor and Longstreet's reaction has long been and will continue to be a subject of
debate and controversy, one of the many that make the Civil War so interesting to study.
On the morning of Wednesday, July 1, Lee and Longstreet rode along together. Lee was riding his faithful
Traveller and Longstreet was mounted on his favorite horse, "Haro", which was the Irish groom's
pronunciation of Hero.(5) "Marse Robert" had acquired the steel grey gelding with black mane and tail while
he was engaged in the Western Virginia campaign in 1861. He was a big horse, over 16 hands, and was six
years old in the spring of 1863. He had a springy step and easily carried Lee's weight at a pace of six miles
per hour and at the end of a hard day's march seemed as fresh as at the start. He would remain the General's
favorite for the rest of his life. Lee had other horses during the war including one that he had before Traveller
named Richmond, Grace Darling, Brown Roam, Lucy Long and Ajax. Lucy Long would alternate with
Traveller as Lee's mount until the fall of 1864 when she became with foal and was sent to the safe countryside
to deliver. She was second favorite to Traveller, and after the war, she was found and brought to Lee at
Lexington to spend her life in pleasure with the college president and Traveller. Often time Lee's daughter
would ride Lucy on long rides with the old general and Traveller. All of the other horses broke down or
otherwise were unable to take the rigors of war. Over 1½ million horses and mules were killed or died due to
the Civil War.
General Lee still did not believe there would be much movement beyond Cashtown and he also believed that
his cavalry would also meet him there.(6)
The divisions of McLaws and Hood had hardly begun their march at daylight on the 1st of July when they
were directed to pull off to the sides of the Chambersburg-Gettysburg Pike to let the trains of Ewell's Corps
pass, thereby making for a long delay, resulting in McLaws' men, including the Legion, not being able to get
to Gettysburg until after the action had ended on July 1. This single road leading into Gettysburg from the
west from Chambersburg was a severe hindrance as it was choked with wagons, artillery and troops. It is
difficult for us today to believe, but Ewell's troops and wagon train was 14 miles in length, strung out along a
single road. Wofford’s men did not get to resume their march until after 4 PM after having started their
march at daylight. The best soldiers made good use of this delay by cooking more rations, resting and filling
canteens.
Lee and Longstreet continued on their ride and soon heard cannons booming, seemingly coming from beyond
Cashtown to the east. Lee rode on faster toward the sounds, leaving Longstreet to try in getting his men up.
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The ball had begun. Invitation or not, Cobb’s Legion with Company B of Bowdon, Georgia along was going
to attend and would have a hot old time!
General Hill had sent part of his Third Corps on from Cashtown toward Gettysburg to investigate the rumored
presence of Yankee Cavalry there and, some say, to obtain shoes that were reportedly stored there. His
troops first encountered Buford's Cavalry which was soon joined by General Reynold's I Corps infantry west
of the town. As the fighting escalated, Hill brought in more of his troops. Ewell's soldiers began to arrive
and so did the Federal XI Corps. Artillery from both sides opened. Union General Reynolds, one of the most
highly respected officers in the U. S. Army, would be killed very early in the fighting.
The first day's Battle of Gettysburg, July 1, 1863, resulted in a great Southern victory. The Yankees were
driven back in mass confusion through the town of Gettysburg to a position east and south of the town along a
ridge known as Cemetery Ridge, so named because of the cemetery located at the tall hill toward its northern
end. Their defensive line was in the shape of a fish hook with the sharp point resting on the eastern slope of a
high hill, Culp's, then curving around the northern slope of that hill toward the west, then around Cemetery
Hill so that the shank continued south along Cemetery Ridge and ending at a tall outcropping, called Little
Round Top. Directly to the south of Little Round Top was Big Round Top, which was an even higher
outcropping. The Southern forces occupied the town and a line along a ridge west and parallel to Cemetery
Ridge, which was named Seminary Ridge, or Hill, for the seminary located near its northern end. Seminary
Ridge was not as steep as Cemetery Ridge and had none of the high hills or outcroppings such as Cemetery
Hill or the Round Tops. These two ridges were approximately one mile apart with each one sloping down to
a plain running between them which was covered with fields, orchards, gardens and farm dwellings.(7)
Heavy losses were experienced by both sides that first day, July 1, 1863.
About midnight, McLaws’ along with his lead brigade reached a position at Marsh Creek, which was about
four miles out from Gettysburg. It was a dark night and, from the number of wounded being carried back,
they knew that it had been a bad day with probably more of the same to come tomorrow. Wofford's men,
with the Legion and Company B, bringing up the rear of McLaws’ Division, did not reach this point until
early morning and had little if any sleep before moving again before sunrise on the 2 nd of July. Longstreet had
sent orders for his two divisions to march at 4 AM but this order was later countermanded to leave at daylight
which was later, with Hood’s three brigades leading with McLaws’ four falling in behind.
All night long Federal units continued to arrive and bolster the excellent defensive position that was selected
by their generals on the first day. They had every advantage of natural fortifications, interior lines, the high
grounds, shorter supply lines, excellent artillery locations and much superior numbers.
The Confederate forces were Ewell's Second Corps on the left, facing Culp's Hill, continuing on through the
town of Gettysburg with Hill's Third Corps extending the line down Seminary Ridge to the south.
While Lee and Longstreet were meeting that night, Lee stated something to the effect, "If the enemy is in that
position in the morning, I will attack him." To this, General Longstreet replied, "General, if he is in that
position in the morning it will be because he wants you to attack him.” Longstreet was astonished that Lee
was abandoning the plan of "offensive in strategy but defensive in tactics."(8). Lee would have none of this
now. General Lee's men had won a victory on July 1 and a victory always got his love of combat stirred up;
besides, he had the greatest confidence in his army that only recently had won for him great victories at
Fredericksburg and Chancellorsville believing that they could defeat any force that the Yankees could bring
against it. Longstreet said of Lee that the thought of battle had "got his blood up."(9)
General Lee's decision was that the next day, July 2, Longstreet would attack with his entire corps on the
Union’s left flank and, as this attack progressed, Ewell would actively demonstrate and attack if opportunity
developed, while Hill would actively support Longstreet's advance. Lee evidently had forgotten Malvern Hill
where he attacked the Yankees in an even less formidable position and when Burnside attacked him in his
strong fortifications at Fredericksburg, and the terrible results of those two blunders, both of which resulted in
total defeat for the attacker. This plan was much against the better judgment of Longstreet yet he would carry
106

it out. He argued that if an attack was to be made, it should be further to the right thus getting around the left
flank of the enemy, gaining a position between him and Washington, then, picking a defensive position to
Lee's advantage, forcing Meade to attack them or else give up Washington to the Rebels. Longstreet further
argued that a Southern victory, after an attack on the entrenched Federal army at Gettysburg, would so
weaken Lee's army that they would be forced to retreat and the Federal Army would get away to strengthen
itself again.
Longstreet was up early the morning of the 2nd and was soon back at Lee's headquarters at sunrise trying
again to convince his commander to cancel the attack. He met with no success. Some accounts state that Lee
had an intestinal problem that day and had to stay "close to home" and that he consequently was not in a very
good mood. He was also greatly irritated because Stuart still had not reported to him and because Ewell had
not pushed the Yankees off of Culp's Hill on the evening of the 1st. Had the very nice old one-legged,
squeaky high pitched voiced, bald-headed leader of the Second Corps taken this hill which dominated
Cemetery Hill and Ridge there probably would have been no second or third day of fighting, Meade most
likely would have retreated during the night to his strong defensive position he was having prepared? (Ewell,
who had lost a leg at Second Manassas, had arrived on the field strapped to his horse to keep from falling off.
He soon was hit by a mimmie ball in his wooden leg to which his response was, "What a waste of good
Yankee ammunition.") One can only speculate; what if the aggressive "Stonewall" had been along? I believe
it would have been hard to stop him from keeping the attack going and pushing the beaten and demoralized
Union Army off the high ground and forcing them to high-tail it back toward Washington, after all, a good
part of the troops holding the northern end of the Yankee line was the XI Corps with the Dutchmen who had
been routed in the Wilderness a few months before by “Stonewall’s” fighters. We will never know; another
big "IF" for the South! Lee, after the war, wondered the same thing.
With Hood’s division leading, McLaws' division, including the Legion, which had had very little rest, was up
early and had begun their march through the light rain and fog with the head of the column reaching Seminary
Ridge near Lee’s headquarters at about 8 o’clock on July 2. They along with Hood’s men were placed behind
Herr Ridge where they fell out and rested until around 11 AM. Generals McLaws and Hill joined Lee and
Longstreet whereby Lee stated to them that the attack was to be made "up the Emmitsburg Road", striking the
Union left flank and Cemetery Ridge as the road approached the ridge at an angle as it progressed northerly
toward the town. General Lee began discussing the plan directly with McLaws explaining the "up the road
attack" when Longstreet interrupted and told McLaws to align his troops parallel to, not perpendicular to, the
Emmitsburg Road, thus making a frontal assault instead of an angled or oblique attack. Lee politely corrected
Longstreet and emphasized to McLaws his plan. No doubt, this embarrassed Longstreet as Lee was not
following the line of command by dealing directly with Longstreet's division commander. Remember, that
this past May, McLaws had reported directly to Lee at the victorious battle of Chancellorsville and there
possibly was a close relationship between the two and old habits are sometimes hard to change. This slight
added to Lee’s rejection of his plan resulted in a very disappointed and unhappy “Pete”. McLaws wrote after
the war that Longstreet, “Looked irritated and annoyed.” McLaws was correct, Longstreet would not forget
this instance and from this point on, relationships between him and McLaws would worsen.
General Lee had ordered a reconnaissance in the proposed attack area and this resulted in nothing to convince
him to change his plan of attack. At eleven o'clock, after riding back from a conference on the left with Ewell
and Early, he found Longstreet still not in motion as he was waiting for Law's Brigade of Hood's Division to
arrive which was expected to be in about 45 minutes. General Lee was anxious for Longstreet to get
underway but "Old Pete" was in no hurry. He told General Hood, "The General is a little nervous this
morning; he wishes me to attack; I do not wish to do so without Pickett. I never like to go into battle with one
boot off." Pickett's Division, one third of Longstreet's Corps, was still back along the road somewhere
between Chambersburg and the battle site and would not arrive in time to see any action on July 2. Law's
Brigade soon did arrive after marching all night and the march to the right began around noon or, as some
say, as late as 1 PM. At this time, Hill's Corps was the right flank of the Confederate Army with one of
Longstreet's former divisions with Major General Richard H. Anderson in command, the extreme right of
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these troops. This division would connect with Longstreet's left once the First Corps troops could make the
march to the right.
General Lee instructed Captain Johnson, the engineer who had made the reconnaissance, to lead Longstreet's
troops by a route, which would not allow them to be spotted by a Yankee signal tower atop Round Top.
Johnson led McLaws' troops, with Company B along, out first, followed by Hood's with the disgruntled
Longstreet riding with Hood back along the line instead of up front where an aggressive commander would be
expected to be. McLaws’ Division was marching with Kershaw’s Brigade leading, followed by Barksdale’s,
then Semmes’ and last, Wofford’s. The Legion would be near the rear of Wofford’s Brigade and followed by
the lead of Hood’s Division. They marched from their position along Herr Ridge west along a lane to a road
running parallel to Marsh Creek, did a column left at the road and followed it south toward Black Horse
Tavern which they went past and crossed the Fairfield Road continuing the march a very short distance on the
road going to Pitzer’s Schoolhouse.
Wofford’s regimental commanders on the march were: (See the appendix for information on each of the
units)
16th Georgia Infantry of about 322 officers and men was led by the 51 year-old West Point Class of
1834 graduate and Mexican War veteran, Colonel Goode Bryan.
18th Georgia Infantry of about 320 men available on July 2 nd was led by 26 year-old Georgia
Military Institute school teacher, Lt. Colonel Zachary Ruff, who would later die in the muddy trench
at Fort Sanders at Knoxville.
24th Georgia Infantry was commanded by the 58 year-old native of Ireland, Colonel Robert
McMillan and also had about 320 officers and men available for duty. .
Phillips’ Legion, with nine small companies totaling about 290 men under arms at Gettysburg, was
under the command of 31 year-old Lt. Colonel Elihu Stuart Barclay.
Cobb’s Legion with maybe 225 men in 7 small companies, was under the command of the 45 yearold Lt. Colonel Luther Glenn. Company B was led by Captain William Walker McDaniel and
Co. F by Lt. Charles Martin, another Bowdon College Cadet..
The 3rd Georgia Sharpshooters were out front as skirmishers. This unit had been formed in April,
1863 by General Wofford after he became commander of the brigade after Fredericksburg.
Arriving at the crest of a hill just beyond the Blackhorse Tavern, McLaws and Captain Johnson, who were
riding out in front of the column realized that if they continued along the route selected by the captain they
would be seen by the enemy signal post on Round Top. They halted the troops below and called for General
Longstreet to come up and join them. Longstreet agreed with their decision to not continue the march as
planned. McLaws therefore ordered the troops to countermarch to about where they had started from earlier
in the day. McLaws was reported to be in a very foul mood and expressed himself in some of the army
barracks language he was noted for using. The logical marching order was to have the rear unit of Hood’s
Division to merely about face and lead the march. Longstreet stated that there was already great confusion
back along the troops as Hood’s men were pressing and intermingling with Wofford’s Brigade. He suggested
that Hood be allowed to countermarch first and McLaws, with Wofford leading, to follow. McLaws
answered, “General, as I started in the lead, let me continue to do so.” Longstreet then replied, “Then go on!”
This tone indicating that “Old Pete” was more than a little disgusted with McLaws, and especially Captain
Johnston and of the entire situation which was against his better military judgement. To make for an even
more complicated march, McLaws ordered Kershaw to maintain the lead of his division thus the South
Carolina troops had to backtrack, or “turn wrong-side-out”, through not only the other brigades of their
division, they had all of Hood’s men to pass through. The other brigades of the division maintained their
order thus Wofford again was the rear of McLaws followed again by Hood’s trailing brigades.
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Troops had to find a way to get off to the side of the narrow roads to let the countermarching, swearing men
in column of fours pass through.
Once straightened out, the march was to very near to the point where they had started behind Herr Ridge
earlier in the day. They gained the Fairfield Road and followed it northeast until reaching a road running
parallel to Willoughby Run. They took this road south passing the Dickson, Culp, Plank and Felix farms to
the Pitzer’s Schoolhouse. This road was narrow and bordered by fences on each side resulting in an even
longer line of march. At the schoolhouse they did a column left and marched toward their destination, the
Emmitsburg Road.(10) This march was a distance of over five and ½ miles and it took them about 3 1/2
hours to make it. The temperature was now in the 80s and there were a lot of tired and thirsty men, some of
whom had marched all night with no sleep, others including the Legion had had very little.
McLaws, with Longstreet now riding with him, on arriving at the attack site found a situation not at all the
way General Lee and Captain Johnson had described it. Instead of the planned attack on the Federal left
flank, he discovered that he was facing a strong line running along the Emmitsburg Road south to an angle, or
salient, at a peach orchard and then running back through Devil's Den, an area of huge rocks, to Little Round
Top. Instead of outflanking the enemy, the Union line extended well beyond his right. Longstreet then
directed Hood to pass behind and extend McLaws' line to the right which would put Hood's right beyond the
left flank of Meade's Army. It would have been fatal to have followed Lee's order to "attack up the road"
with right flank exposed to Union fire the entire way.
When Hood took his position, he discovered that there were no opposing troop south of the Round Tops and
that he could go around the rear of this position, cutting the Federals off from their supply lines. Hood sent
couriers and then went in person to and argued in vain with Longstreet to allow him to attack around the
Union left getting behind their position on Cemetery Ridge. Longstreet was now determined to follow Lee's
order to attack "Up the Emmitsburg Road", remembering the rebuff earlier in the morning in McLaws'
presence. After several attempts of being unable to persuade Longstreet to make the attack as he suggested,
“The Gallant Hood of Texas” sadly returned to his troops and opened the action “sometime” after four
o'clock and shortly thereafter he was seriously wounded in the right arm and was carried from the field.
The temperature was now in the high 80s and hotter in the sun. Water was at a premium and men were falling
out due to lack of it and also from doing without sleep. Hood's troops would fight desperately until dark
through Devil's Den and up Little Round Top inflicting terrible casualties while suffering a similar fate.
After Hood had begun the action, McLaws was to follow. McLaws aligned his troop with Barksdale's on the
left connecting with Anderson of Hill's Corps. Kershaw was on Barksdale's right, connecting with Hood.
Semmes was aligned behind Kershaw and would follow him while Wofford and the Legion was posted in
Pitzer’s Woods about 200 yards behind Barksdale and was to follow the Mississippians into the action at
precisely the right time in order to deliver the final knockout blow to break the Yankee line. Kershaw’s left
regiments would eventually unite with Wofford’s right units in the Wheatfield.
For an in-depth study of this second day's action, I suggest reading Gettysburg the Second Day by Harry
Pfanz who was a long-time Chief Historian at Gettysburg. In addition, study the Bachelder maps of the
battlefield.
The Union position now was about 2 1/2 miles in length and, since the Confederate position was the exterior
line, it was considerably longer and was occupied by fewer men to begin with. Meade could concentrate his
troops on any front, moving them rapidly from one point to the other while the Confederates could not. This
would prove to be a great advantage for General Meade today and tomorrow. The Union position was a
strong one with artillery posted on the high ground of the Peach Orchard, more on what is now called
Wheatfield Road and much more all along Cemetery Ridge.
Kershaw, of McLaws Division, was to attack once he heard Hood's guns on his right. He intended to attack
across the Rose farm, then wheel left and strike the Federals at the angle near the Peach Orchard and with the
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help of Hood's troops on his right drive the Federals up the Emmitsburg Road toward Gettysburg. This plan
would be impossible to carry out due to the position of the Federal General Sickle's advanced line and
Barlsdale's would be the only brigade that made the wheel to the left and even his was not near a 90 degree
wheel. All others would advance in pretty much of a frontal attack toward Round Top.
Longstreet had also brought up the Georgian, Porter Alexander, with his artillery and his red stripes would do
good work today and tomorrow. Kershaw met serious opposition and his brigade soon became somewhat
separated. Some time after the South Carolian began his attack, Barksdale drove into the Federals, driving
them back. It would not be long before the big man from Mississippi would fall, mortally wounded, dying the
next day in the hands of the enemy. General Semmes’, who was mortally wounded by Yankee artillery even
before the attack got underway, Georgians were following and supporting Kershaw on the “rocky knoll” and
in the Wheatfield. Semmes was hit by enemy shell fragments while lying down behind a stone wall. He
would be removed from the field and returned in an ambulance over the rough road to Martinsburg, Virginia
where he died on July 10. He was a second cousin of the famous Confederate Naval Commander, Raphael
Semmes, of the raider CSS Alabama. In this war, most of the generals as well as the lower ranked officers led
by example: they were out front unlike in today's wars where it is "do as I say, and not as what I do."
McLaws had now lost three of his four brigadier generals; Tom Cobb, Barksdale and Semmes all killed with
only Kershaw surviving.
Barksdale had charged across the road along a front of no more than 300 yards, through the Peach Orchard
and along the north of the Wheatfield Road, but, then had veered toward his left following the plan to wheel
to the left up the road, more toward Anderson's troops and the Sheafry house and farm buildings. (This
would be about the width of Wofford’s brigade front when it charged a little later on this hot, very late July
afternoon.) They were facing the Federal III Corps which was commanded by General Dan Sickles, a New
York political general. At about 1:00 PM, Thursday, July 2nd, Sickles had advanced his line from its assigned
position along Cemetery Ridge to where he was now posted. He had moved his line west, or forward, to the
high ground east of the Emmitsburg Road with the line bending back sharply at a peach orchard, back through
Devil Den and then back to the Round Tops. This movement was executed without the knowledge or consent
of his commander, General Meade, who was furious when he realized what had been done, but by the time
the change of position was discovered it was too late to withdraw Sickles.
Longstreet says that he ordered his artillery to open up at about 3:00 PM but that it was sometime later,
probably after 4 o’clock, when Hood began his advance with Kershaw following soon after and Barksdale
and Semmes sometime after that, probably closer to 5 PM or later. It had already been a long day for the men
who started at sunrise and for others who had marched all night.
Barksdale overran and took the battery along the Wheatfield Road, at this time called the Millerstown Road,
and the III Corps' line was broken along its entire length of the advanced position. The story has been told
many times that at just the right minute, Union General Warren recognized that Little Round Top commanded
the field and that it was unoccupied by troops, North or South. He hurried troops from the V Corps to take
possession of this "citadel of the field" and was successful in his efforts.(11) Warren therefore is called the
"Savior of Gettysburg" as these troops, including those of Josh Chamberlain’s 20th Maine were able to beat
"The Gallant Hood's" troops back time after time. This extended the Federal line and prevented any
successful flank or rear attack by Hood's, now Law's, troops. Boys from Alabama, Georgia and Texas would
bear the brunt and suffer the heaviest losses in this fighting around Round Top.
Simultaneously with Barksdale's routing of the Blue Coats in his front, Wright's Georgia Brigade of
Anderson's Division on his left was also advancing and actually reached and took and held, for a few minutes,
the stone wall in the vicinity of where the next day Lee would concentrate the attack in the action now
referred to as "Pickett's Charge". Later at a conference with other generals and Col. Alexander regarding
plans for the attack on the Federal left-center for July 3, the third day of the battle, Wright would tell all; "The
problem is not getting there but staying there." How true this would prove to be as Meade could quickly
reinforce any threatened position because he had the short interior lines and thousands of reserves to throw
into any troubled position.
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Confederates and Yankees were battling each other to the death. Thousands were falling with either side in
danger of completely giving way. Longstreet held the trump card. He had Wofford's Brigade, with the
Legion and Company B, ready and anxious to help him play his hand.
According to the Bachelder maps, Wofford's Brigade was formed in the Pitzer's Woods behind what is now
West Confederate Avenue with Phillips’ and Cobb's Legions on the left, next was the 24th Georgia, then the
18th Georgia and, on the right, the 16th Georgia. Other sources including the Richmond Enquirer in their
August 5, 1863 report on the action of the 2nd, state that the alignment was the Phillips’ Legion on the left,
then Cobb’s Legion, the 16th was in the center and on the Wheatfield Road, the 24th to their right and south of
the road and the 18th on the very right. This article placed the 3rd Georgia Sharpshooters out front as
skirmishers. If this article is correct, the Sharpshooters were indeed formed in time for action at the Battle of
Gettysburg? In either case, we are fairly certain of Cobb’s Legion position north of the Wheatfield Road. On
the advance the units were to dress and close on the center regiment along the Wheatfield Road.
It was getting very late in the day and General Wofford was pressuring McLaws to allow his brigade to get
involved. Longstreet also was very impatient and put out with McLaws because he was so slow in getting
Wofford's men into the fight so he rode to Wofford and led his troops into the action himself, ignoring
McLaws, and stayed very close to the brigade as they advanced. At the same time, Alexander dashed up with
new batteries and gave needed support to the infantry in this attack. He had a total of 54 guns, including
those of the Troup Artillery of the original Cobb’s Legion, concentrated on the area of the Peach Orchard and
north along the front of the Barksdale, Kershaw, Semmes, Wofford advance.
When Longstreet gave the order for Wofford's men to attack, it was like releasing a caged tiger. Even though
the heavy enemy artillery fire and the rugged field delayed them in getting up to the Emmitsburg Road, once
they got there, they swept everything before them. Their Rebel yell was so loud that officers who were giving
commands in Kershaw's line nearby were hushed.(12) Kershaw, who was in bad trouble on the right and was
falling back, later wrote, "At about that time I witnessed one of the great sights of the day when I saw
Wofford and his brigade coming on in splendid style."(13)
As Wofford's men, including Company B, passed through the artillery the gunners ceased firing and gave the
Georgians a great cheer. Captain W. W. Parker of a Virginia battery saluted Wofford and shouted, "Hurrah
for 'Old Bald Head'", as the general rode by with hat in hand and bald head glistening.(14) As stated
previously, Wofford's distinguishing features were his bald head and fine military bearing especially when in
the saddle riding out front of his men. After the battle Captain Parker is quoted in the July 27, 1863
Richmond Sentinel, “Oh he was a grand sight, and my heart is full now while I write of it. …………Long
may General Wofford live to lead his men to victory.”
These fresh troops with their terrifying yell must have created panic among the exhausted Yankee soldiers
causing them to either throw down their arms and surrender or head for the rear. Longstreet, who was riding
with Wofford in front, calmly told the excited men to, "Cheer less and fight more."
Wofford's men crossed the Emmitsburg Road at a trot, jumping a stone wall, striking the flank of the Union
troops facing Kershaw, pushing them completely off the field. They then continued on driving all the Union
troops out of the Wheatfield and then pushed right on through to the base of Little Round Top. (The
Wheatfield was 26 acres of waist high wheat belonging to farmer George Ross.) Bachelder states that a few
adventurous souls went even further.(15) They had routed Union troops including some from Hancock's II
Corps whom they had fought so hard against at Chancellorsville only a couple of months before commanded
today by General Zook who was mortally wounded leading his New York and Pennsylvania men which
included a great number of Germans. They also encountered the remnants of the III Corps and for he first
time fought men of the V Corps. Wofford had ridden over to Kershaw's troops on his right and rallied them
to join his advance which they did in fine fashion. The 24th Georgia, due to the obstructions in their line of
march and heavy artillery fire, had fallen behind the others and Gen. Wofford rode to them and got them back
in line.
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I believe that Wofford with the Legion probably began their attack close after 6:00 PM and probably crossed
the Emmitsburg Road with about half the brigade being south of the Millerstown Road which today is called
the Wheatfield Road but at this time was a mere lane leading to the J. Weikert farm house. The other half,
including the Legion and Company B, were north of that lane with the Legion being on the very left of the
northern or left wing following a line that was to the right of Barksdale’s advance which had occurred a little
earlier. They did not wheel to the left as Barksdale had done or had tried to do. The troops south of the lane
passed through the Peach Orchard and continued on down through the Wheatfield while the Legion and those
north of the road cleared that area, then all veered slightly to the left following a path to the right of
Barksdale’s advance, through Trostle’s Woods and coming up on Little Round Top just east of Plum Run
from a slightly northwest angle north of the road. They did not veer to the left as the Mississippi troops had
done earlier. When they were forced to pull back, I believe that they followed a route slightly south of
Wheatfield Road. They would spend the night of July 2nd a few yards down or east of the Peach Orchard and
south, or to the right of, the Wheatfield Road along the “Rocky Knoll”. The next day, July 3rd, Wofford's
Brigade would advance to a position about 600-650 yards down the Wheatfield Road, while not being quite
down as far as the Wheatfield, with their left about where the road is now. After the action ended on the third
day, they would withdraw to a position along the west side of the Emmitsburg Road with the Peach Orchard
on their right and front across the road.
General Sickle, who in the meantime had been wounded, carried from the field and, later, to lose a leg, had
"borrowed" a six-gun battery of 12 Pound Napoleon guns of the 3 rd Massachusetts Light Artillery which was
attached to the V Corps. He placed them on a slight rise north of the Wheatfield Road, just east of Plum Run
and near the entrance to the lane up to of the J. Weikert house. It had a good field of fire; however, boulders
and stone walls made it difficult to move the guns. They had been at this location for about two hours and
already several men and horses had been hit by spent bullets. The battery was protected by the U. S. Regulars
of Ayers' Division, V Corps.(16) These men were some of the best soldiers in the Union Army as regulars
were professional soldiers usually led by West Point officers, or the best enlisted men who had been
promoted up through the ranks, who were members of the pre-war army instead of recent volunteers or
draftees and therefore were better trained and more dedicated than the short-term men. (The remains of
General Sickles' amputated leg may be seen today in the Army Medical Corps Museum in Washington.)
This battery was struck by the legionnaires who scaled the rock walls, driving back the infantry support. No
one seemed to know where the Georgians came from because they came out of Trostle’s Woods so quickly.
Lieutenant Aaron Walcott, commanding the battery, ordered the guns spiked but they were able to spike only
one before losing all six to the Rebels.(17) The Legion had a sweet moment of revenge after the loss of their
flag at Crampton's Gap. They, along with Phillips’ Legion, captured the battle flag of the 11th U. S. Regulars
and another stand belonging to some other regiment. The August 5, 1863 edition of the Richmond Daily
Enquirer reported that the men of Cobb’s and Phillips’ Legions captured two stands of Federal Colors. (This
information regarding the capture of the flags was also given to me by Park Ranger/Historian Keith Bohannon
who long has had an interest in Cobb’s Legion as he had an ancestor who was a member of Company B,
Private A. J. Bohannon who was killed at Guard Hill/Front Royal.) These Regulars of the Union Army would
lose over 30% of their number this day, most due to the charge of Wofford’s Georgians.
The Georgians continued following the Regulars through “THE VALLEY OF DEATH”, the low ground
along Plum Run, and prepared to assault Little Round Top north of the Wheatfield Road and the Federal line
at a "swell" (we believe that what is meant is at the expanded gorge) just north of Little Round Top. Other
brigades, including Kershaw's and Semmes', were preparing to assault Round Top itself on Wofford's right, a
little further south.(18)
At this time, there were no Union troops on the left or north of the Wheatfield Road to oppose Wofford and a
quick attack on Round Top could possibly be successful. However, by this time, “Old Bald Head’s” men had
become badly disorganized due to their fighting through the Peach Orchard, down through the Wheatfield and
in taking the guns and now were resting and catching their breath and reloading behind the stone fences.
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Preparing to meet the Georgians was the Federal VI Corps who was the Legion's antagonist at Crampton's
Gap the past September and at Salem Church in May. Union General Sedgwick, who had replaced General
Franklin as commander of the men of the Greek Cross and who’s troops had just arrived on the field, quickly
took advantage of this situation and sent several regiments which included the 139th and 93rd Pennsylvania
and the 62nd New York along with another battery of guns to occupy this vacant position. At the same time,
a considerable force was preparing to descend Little Round Top to attack the units to Wofford's right.(19)
Longstreet, who was near, quickly recognized the trouble that was developing, and again ignoring McLaws,
ordered Wofford to fall back. Colonel Bryan of the 16th Georgia, being in the rear of the brigade, asked
Longstreet to allow the brigade to remain in its present position because he was fearful that the Yankees
would reclaim the captured guns and turn them on the Rebels' backs as they retreated, resulting in more losses
than if they stayed where they were. Longstreet would not change the order and it was a very wise decision as
the VI Corps greatly outnumbered Wofford's men and would have been too much for them to handle.
McLaws was not aware of Longstreet's order to withdraw and, when he saw General Wofford with his pistol
in hand, coming back, he rode to him to find out why he was retreating. Wofford was very angry (he was
described as being, “Mad as Hell!”). His brigade had pushed all before it and he did not feel that he was in
danger when Longstreet's order to retire was received and saw no reason to withdraw.
Regarding General Wofford, McLaws later stated, "Wofford was ambitious of military fame and was one of
the most daring of men and felt that his retreating might be misconstrued." Ben Humphries of Mississippi
and Wofford's fellow brigade commander, said of him, "We all know that he was but too prone to go forward---even into disaster." Wofford was indeed a fierce fighter and led by example. His aggressiveness, personal
bravery and desire for military fame would result in serious problems for the men of Company B later in the
war especially at Front Royal and Cold Harbor.
After the war, Colonel Goode Bryan wrote to his old commander, General McLaws, “I can and do assert,
most positively, that they [Wofford’s Brigade] were not driven back, and that there was no enemy in front,
nor on the right, to cause us to fall back; and I further assert that I was ordered back by a courier sent by the
Commanding General Longstreet, and that before going, seeing Gen. Longstreet some distance in the rear, I
went to him; and requested him not to order us back, but he repeated the order, and I retired.”(20) The old
colonel never forgave Longstreet for pulling the brigade back and years after the war was still stating his case.
In 1877 he wrote to McLaws, “I have always thought that if Gen. L had not ordered us to fall back we could
have won the day.”(21) General McLaws, however, later stated that he thought that Longstreet’s order “had
been judicious.” He however, had written his wife shortly after the battle, “General Longstreet is to blame for
not reconnoitering the ground and persisting in ordering the assault when his errors were discovered. During
the engagement he was very excited, giving contrary orders to every one and was extremely overbearing. I
consider him a humbug—a man of small capacity, very obstinate, not at all chivalrous, exceedingly conceited,
and totally selfish. If I can it is my intention to get away from his command.” Later Longstreet would oblige
him.
Longstreet had played his trump card with Wofford. He had absolutely no one else to reinforce his troops in
their advanced position. The Union commanders had thousands of fresh troops ready to join the battle and
they used them wisely. The old adage that a poor man should never play poker with a rich man because,
eventually, the rich man will win as he can afford to lose longer and more than the poor man and, sooner or
later, the table will turn in his favor, was certainly true in this instance.
The Confederates on Wofford's right were driven back by the VI Corps on Round Top leaving Wofford's
men, including Company B, alone in the advanced position on the north side of the road north of and at the
very base of the Round Top across Plum Run. His left, the Legion, was near the J. Welkert house and
buildings and his right was along the Wheatfield Road.(22) Wofford's men were unable to bring out the
captured guns as most of the horses were dead and the stone walls prevented their hauling them out by hand.
However, a Gettysburg Battlefield marker located on Cemetery Ridge north of the Pennsylvania monument
states that three of the guns were pulled to the Emmitsburg Road and there recaptured by a Vermont regiment.
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It states that the battery had two men killed and two officers and twelve men wounded. We do not know
which account is correct but I do not believe that the guns were drawn off but recaptured at the original
location or very close to it.(?)
The Legion retired through the Wheatfield which now had become a deathfield filled with the dead and
wounded men of both sides. It was by now about 7:00 PM with darkness fast approaching. There was no
daylight saving time back then. Both sides were more than willing to let things quiet down, collect the
wounded and attempt to get a little rest.
Second Lieutenant Charles Martin, ranking officer of Company F, Cobb’s Legion, tells in a letter home to his
sister how savage the fighting was. He says, “We had it hand to hand for some time…….sword crossed
sword, and bayonet crossed bayonet. We were all mixed up together and thrusts were passed with terrible
rapidity” Martin had a narrow escape when a Union soldier he had captured turned on him and knocked him
unconscious with a “blow on the head with his musket.” Fellow Confederates rushed forward to rescue
Martin in furious fighting.
Numerous Federal soldiers account later of just how orderly and effective Wofford’s advance was executed.
Lt. Col. Alford B. Chapman of the 57th New York wrote, “When the whole line in front of me suddenly gave
way, breaking through the ranks of my regiment in considerable disorder. ………….I then moved to the rear
in good order. The enemy following closely.” A member of Zook’s Brigade stated, “We fell back to the
stone wall then turned and gave the enemy such a volley of lead as, for a time, disordered his advance. One
or two of the boys lingered at the edge of the woods as the Rebels in battalion front came from the opposite
woods into the opening. They were marching steadily, with colors flying as though on dress parade, and guns
at right-shoulder-shift. They looked harmless, but the lingering boys did not care to make a closer
acquaintance and hurried on to their regiment. It seemed miraculous that any one came out of that wood
alive, so terrible was the fire when we entered it.” A member of the 2 nd New Hampshire wrote, “The constant
crowding toward the center kept their ranks full and well closed up. Our fire made apparently little or no
impression on them. They were reinforced from right and left with every step. When [they appeared] at point
blank range they were a compact mass of humanity. Although [our] shooting was good, there was not enough
of it.”
More than a few years ago, when I was much younger, I walked the route, along with a guide and a few other
hardy Civil War enthusiasts that the Legion and other units of Longstreet’s Corps marched that hot day of
July 2, l863. This walk was made after a fine dinner the night before followed by a good night's sleep on a
comfortable motel bed and a nourishing breakfast. I carried nothing but a camera, binoculars and a small
note pad with no heavy rifle, knapsack, blanket, ammunition, food etc. I was also wearing soft soled,
comfortable walking shoes and cool clothing. We marched the 5 1/2 mile or more route to the forming point
then through the Peach Orchard, down through the Wheatfield, on across Plum Run to Little Round Top and
then back up to the Emmitsburg Road where we were met by our air conditioned bus. We had no artillery
smashing trees around us as we came out of the woods crossing the Emmitsburg Road and we certainly had
no one trying their best to kill us as we advanced toward Round Top. We had no one firing at our backs as
we went back up the slope toward the Peach Orchard. Our hike took about one half of a day and, when it
ended, we could not believe how those men could have done what they did. They marched all of July 1, slept
very little if any that night, and probably had little if any cooked food, were up before sunrise and did not get
to stop until dark. This must have taken super human effort. Those who have been in battle know that men
can do things not ordinarily expected of them at a time like that but the Civil War soldier surely was the
greatest soldier ever!
The men of Bowdon's Company B, Cobb's Legion, Wofford's Brigade, had had one hard day but I'll bet they
were one proud bunch the night of July 2 with the two captured Federal regimental flags being examined and
admired by all before being sent to the rear for safekeeping.
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Longstreet, outnumbered by almost 50%, reports his losses in killed, wounded and missing for the day at
about 6,000 out of his 19,900 men engaged and Meade's at between 9 and 10,000 of his 28,000 engaged. The
Union forces committed 20 brigades to fight Longstreet’s 8 plus 3 from Anderson on his left.
There is no known written report of this battle, or of any other battle that we are aware of, by General
Wofford after he assumed command of Cobb's Brigade. Bachelder does quote an oral statement from the
general, however: "Wofford's brigade supported Barksdale's brigade and advanced with Barksdale, but when
Barksdale changed directions to his left, Wofford uniting with the left units of Kershaw's brigade and a
portion of Anderson's brigade, charged the Union troops in the wheatfield and forced them back to the ridge
at Little Round Top."(23) Bachelder does not state how or when this statement was obtained, however; it is
known that he was in contact after the war with most of the military leaders who fought at Gettysburg.
This was another day for the South that was a "Could Have Been". Longstreet received absolutely no
reinforcements from General Lee. Ewell, on the northern end of the Confederate line with his Second Corps,
failed even to get his men into battle order and contributed nothing to prevent Meade from shifting troops
from that sector of his line to combat Longstreet. Stuart, who finally arrived at Gettysburg on the late
afternoon of July 2, was not available to threaten on Hood's right and therefore forcing Meade to keep the VI
Corps back to protect that flank and his rear instead of being used against Longstreet's attacking force. Also,
Lee's failure to be with Longstreet before the attack began, possibly changing the attack order once he saw the
true alignment of the Union Army and had heard Hood's report that there were no troops preventing him from
going around the left flank of the enemy, was very unfortunate and his failure to prod Ewell and some of
Hill's troops into action was a serious mistake. Thus the plan for a "General Engagement of the Day was
dwarfed into the battle of the right at 3:00 o'clock, that on the left by a single division, and nearer the center at
9:00 o'clock by two brigades.”(2) Longstreet refers to Ewell, "finally makes an attack at Culp's Hill."
Longstreet further states that if he had had Pickett's Division present at the moment Wofford advanced to the
gorge at Round Top, we could have had it before Union troops arrived.(24)
The night of the 2nd was spent with both sides moving around in the light of a full moon, removing and
comforting the wounded and wondering what tomorrow would bring. All the Confederate wounded that
could be gathered up were moved back to field hospitals around Marsh Creek, Wofford’s hospital was across
the creek from Crawford’s-. The night was chilly and it is interesting to read stories of the old veterans in
which more of them complained of getting cold at night rather than of the heat during the day.
Longstreet did not go to Lee's headquarters the night of the 2nd but sent a report to him of the day's action.
He also reported that his third and remaining division, Pickett's, had now arrived.(25)
General Lee was up at 3:00 AM, had a good breakfast, and before sunrise on July 3, rode over to Longstreet
and advised him of the plan for the day which called for an assault upon the enemy's left center using
McLaws' and Hood's Divisions and to be supported by Pickett's fresh troops. Longstreet quickly stated that
this would not do as McLaws and Hood were holding a mile against several times their numbers and, should
they be withdrawn, the enemy would move in and replace them and get into the army's rear toward the
Potomac.(26) Also, these troops had lost about one-third of their numbers on the 2nd and were "fought out".
He further cautioned General Lee that a column advancing as he proposed would have a mile to march under
concentrated enemy artillery and a thousand yards under long-range musketry fire.(26) He added that he had
already begun preparations to carry out his and Hood's plan to swing around to the Union left, getting in
between Meade's Army and Washington, and forcing the Federals to abandon their present line. He said that
he had had his scouts out all night and that they had discovered a way around the Federal left and getting in
behind him just as Hood had suggested. Longstreet surely felt that any further attack on the strongly
entrenched Federal line was sure to fail. Lee listened politely but, as "Old Pete" finished, he stated that the
plan was to attack the enemy's left center by the entire First Corps. He pointed toward Cemetery Ridge and
said, "The enemy is there and I am going to strike him."(27) Longstreet said years later, "I was never so
depressed as upon that day."

115

General Lee then consented for McLaws' and Hood's, now Law's, men, to remain in their present defensive
positions but that they would actively demonstrate to distract the enemy once the planned assault began and to
move to the attack once the enemy line was broken. He would use Pickett's fresh troops and those of Hill's
Third Corps for the proposed assault.
After the Confederate Commander told Longstreet just which troops he would assign for the attack, "Old
Pete" did some quick figuring and determined that there would be about 15,000 men involved. He did not
think that this number would be nearly strong enough to take and hold the distant ridge. He felt that he had
not resisted yesterday's assignment strongly enough and was determined that today he would make a stronger
argument against the proposed attack while still showing the proper military respect to his superior whom he
honored highly. He told General Lee, "General, I have been a soldier all my life. I have been with soldiers
engaged in fights by couples, by squads, companies, regiments, divisions and armies, and should know as
well as anyone what soldiers can do. It is my opinion that no 15,000 men ever arrayed for battle can take that
position." Lee's reply to this was a firm order, "Summon Pickett an get his brigade in line and wait for the
signal to attack." This was the last of Longstreet's "suggestions".
The two began their ride to the north to inspect the proposed attack area. As they approached the Peach
Orchard they came upon General Wofford. "Old Bald Head" was in a good humor and proudly told General
Lee of his brigade's fine record of yesterday telling the Confederate commander that his men had reached the
crest of the ridge just north of Little Round Top and could have stayed there with support. General Lee
complimented the Georgian and asked, if he could go there again. Wofford's enthusiam quickly waned and
he replied, "No, General, I think not." "Why not?" Lee wanted to know. Wofford replied, "Because,
General, the enemy had all night to entrench and reinforce. I had been pursuing a broken enemy, and the
situation is now very different. " These words coming from a general who was always looking for a fight
should have been cause of concern for General Lee. Longstreet said that he looked at his leader to see if
Wofford's words had any effect. They had none at all.
Longstreet then ordered Alexander, his trusted First Corps artillery chief and a fellow Georgian, to line up all
the guns that he could gather and for him to be ready to concentrate his fire on the enemy's artillery and
troops in the proposed attack area. This incidentally was the only advantage of having the exterior line as
guns from along the line could converge their fire inward onto a narrower segment of the opponent’s line.
Unfortunately this advantage was wasted and it was another mistake by the engineer, General Lee, who
certainly recognized this advantage. He instead again left the tactical details of the battle to subordinates, this
time to the ineffective head of the army’s Chief of Artillery, General/Preacher William Pendleton. Alexander
was left with an almost straight across bombardment of the Cemetery Ridge line. Many of Hill’s and most of
Ewell’s guns would remain quiet and Pendleton actually removed, without Alexander’s knowledge, some of
the guns the Georgian intended to run forward to support Pickett once the advance stepped off. Making the
charge along with Pickett's Division of Longstreet’s Corps would be Heath's and Pettigrew's Divisions of
Hill's Corps. Ewell was again expected to keep the forces on his front on the left busy while McLaws and
Law would do likewise on the right. Longstreet was being asked to direct an attack on the center that he did
not believe could be successful with two-thirds of the troops that he was to direct not belonging to his
command. This fact alone clearly proves that there was no problem between Lee and Longstreet and that Lee
still had the utmost confidence in the First Corps commander, surely more than he had in Generals Hill and
Ewell.
The story of "Pickett's Charge" has been written about thousands of times. Suggested reading is The
Gettysburg Campaign-A Study in Command by Edwin B. Coddington. In short, after Alexander’s artillery
bombardment, which was of little damage to the enemy, Pickett reported to Longstreet and asked, "General,
shall I advance?" Longstreet could not answer. He only bowed, indicating his consent.(28)
Pickett's Virginia brigades, one of which was commanded by Cobb's Legion's first major, now Brig. Gen.
Richard Garnett, and those of Hill's Corps, mostly brigades of North Carolina’s finest, began the march across
the almost mile that separated the two armies directed at a copse of trees along a stone wall behind which
waited the defending Yankees. Garnett was sick with chills and fevers and in addition could hardly hobble
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about as he had been kicked on his knee by a horse and would have to ride on the advance making for a very
good target. He was galloping up and down in front of his Virginians encouraging them to do their duty. As
the advance began, Alexander walked along beside his friend's horse for as long as he could. He stated that
Garnett was suffering from a chill and had the collar of an old blue overcoat high up around his neck on this
hot July day. We have already written how he was shot from his horse only 20 yards from the stone wall and
how his body was never identified or recovered. I have often wondered if because he was wearing the blue
overcoat, maybe a captured one, he might possibly have been mistaken for some unfortunate Union soldier
and was quickly buried along with hundreds of other unidentified Yankee soldiers and now occupies a grave
in the National Cemetery at Gettysburg? We can imagine the concern in Cobb's Legion when they learned
that their major was killed.
Some of the brave men reached the wall and for a very short time held a section of it. Some writers refer to
this as "The High Tide of the Confederacy." The story is well known how they were beaten back with terrible
losses and those who made it back to the Confederate lines were met by a distraught General Lee encouraging
them to re-group and saying, "It is all my fault."
When the assault began, the Legion and others of Wofford's command were ordered to move up closer to the
enemy and, once a break in the enemy line was developed by Pickett, to spring to the attack. The Legion and
the brigade moved down about 600 yards toward the Wheatfield but not quite reaching it when they drew a
heavy fire from their front. They were now a hundred yards or so forward of the other brigades of the
division and in an exposed position. With the repulse of Pickett, Wofford's troops were ordered back to their
defensive position of the morning. These positions were strengthened and aligned during the night and the
Legion was posted on the western side of the Emmitsburg Road with the Peach Orchard to their right and to
their front.
The danger now was that Meade would take advantage of the confusion among Lee's Army and would
counterattack. He did order the advance of the V Corps but it did not amount to much as Meade, like his
predecessors, was reluctant to challenge even a wounded "Bobby" Lee.
General Meade, the engineer, was successful at the Battle of Gettysburg because he fought it, except for
Sickles’unauthorized forward movement, exactly according to the plan. Unfortunately for the South, the plan
was that of General James Longstreet, CSA, one which was rejected by Meade’s adversary and Longstreet’s
commander, General Robert E. Lee. That is: “Let us pick a good defensive position to our liking between the
enemy and Washington and encourage the enemy to attack, no offensive tactics.” It is sad that General Lee,
the engineer, did not agree.
The day after walking the route, which the Legion marched and fought over on the second day, our group
walked the "Pickett's Charge" path at as near to their pace as possible. We marched to the stone wall and then
back across the mile to Seminary Hill at about the fastest pace that we could do. The only danger we faced
was the automobile traffic on the Emmitsburg Road. Again, we were totally exhausted at the end of the
march. Hats off to the Confederate soldiers at Gettysburg!
Company B's casualties were fairly light considering all the fighting in which they were involved. They list
only one man, 1st Lt. J. C. Alman, as being killed and two men, Privates John T. Hearn and Giedon
Powledge, captured, both having been wounded and left with the enemy when the Rebel Army withdrew. Lt.
Alman was seriously wounded and also had to be left behind with the enemy when the Confederates
withdrew. He died a few days later. The Lieutenant was the officer who had accompanied the Legion’s first
man to die, Pvt. William R. Smith, back to Georgia in late 1861. We do not have names of the members of
Company B men who were wounded. The official casualty list of Wofford's Brigade shows 22 killed, 144
wounded and 112 missing. The official figure for Cobb's Legion shows two killed and 20 wounded. See the
Appendix for details. Again, these figures appear to be on the light side as we know that there are two
members of Cobb's Legion buried in Laurel Grove Cemetery in Savannah, Georgia who were moved there
after the war. We also know that two other members of Cobb’s Legion, Sgt. J. L. Born of Co. C and Sgt. A.
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C. Adair of Co D were killed. These four plus the one in Co. B are more than the total reportedly killed for
the entire Legion. It is difficult to believe that none of the other four companies had no one killed.
One can imagine the concern in Bowdon when the people heard of the terrible conflict taking place in far off
Pennsylvania. It was probably several days, maybe weeks, before the families knew if their loved ones were
alive or dead. We have one account of a family of a Carroll County soldier serving in the 20 th Georgia who
was killed on July 2 and was notified of his death by letter received at Bowdon on July 22. At the same time,
they were getting the bad news from Vicksburg where the 34th , 41st and 56th Georgia, each with companies of
Bowdon and Carroll County men, were among those who surrendered there to General Grant..
Figures of the wounded left at Gettysburg by the Confederates show that Cobb's Legion left four men in the
care of Surgeon R. H. Ramsuer of the 18th Georgia (Company B had three so there must have been
considerably more) along with 46 more from Wofford's Brigade.(29) From McLaws' Division, a total of 576
wounded were left along with two chaplains, 10 medical officers and 70 nurses and cooks. To the Yankees'
credit, the best care possible was given to the wounded prisoners. The Southerners, who were left as
wounded prisoners, were probably more fortunate than those wounded Confederates who had to make the
long trip back to Virginia either by walking through the rain and mud or by riding in springless wagons over
the bumpy roads.
Saturday, the 4th of July, was spent in rest by both sides with very few "fire works". As if the results of the
past three days at Gettysburg were not bad enough alone, it was not the only tragedy taking place in the
South. Far to the southwest, General Grant was accepting the unconditional surrender of the besieged
Confederates in Vicksburg, Mississippi. Pemberton's army in the west had been completely defeated and
Lee's in Virginia had been badly treated. This was the low point of the war in the South.
Lee had no choice now except to withdraw his army and the orders for the retreat were issued by noon on the
4th. The wagon trains carrying the wounded and accompanied by about 5,000 captured Union prisoners were
to start immediately by the Chambersburg and Fairfield Roads and the infantry by the latter road after
nightfall. It had rained all day with over 2 ½ inches measured in nearby Harrisburg. The Third Corps was to
lead followed by the First, including the Legion and Company B, with the Second Corps as rear guard. It was
daylight on Sunday, the 5th, before Wofford and the Legion could move out. The Legion quietly moved out
of their line along the Emittsburg Road, back through Pitzer’s Woods and fields to the Schoolhouse, then
along the road running along Willoughby Run until they came to a fork where they took the left fork to the
Black Horse Tavern. At the tavern, they did a column left onto the Fairfield or Hagerstown Road marching
about 8 miles to Fairfield, PA, then climbing through Fairfield Gap in South Mountain into the Cumberland
Valley. It rained another 1 ½ inches on the 5th while on the 22 miles or so to Hagerstown, Maryland which
they marched through and entrenched on the right of the almost 15 mile defensive line. This thin line was set
with Ewell’s Corps on the left or north facing to the east, Hill in the center and Longstreet's divisions on the
right or south and southeast of Williamsport and about 8-10 miles south of Hagerstown.. By the roads they
took, this is probably over a 40-mile march and was on muddy roads the entire length, a terrible march all the
way. I have no information on just how long the march took but it was slow due to the rain and the wagon
train. As bad as it was on the men of Cobb’s Legion it was much worse for all the thousand of wounded
Rebels walking and the more seriously wounded who were riding in the springless wagons and also on the
many thousand captured Federal soldiers, many who were “walking wounded”, struggling along on the
muddy roads through the rain with the 17 mile-long wagon train.
The enemy pursued but the heavy rain and resulting muddy, cut-up roads caused by all the Confederate traffic
was in the favor of the South. Union Cavalry did some harm by getting among the Confederate wagons and
destroying a number of them and killing horses and mules. This march was regarded as probably the most
difficult of the war for General Lee's men due to the heavy rain and muddy roads, coupled with the Yankee
harassment and the letdown feeling of having been unsuccessful at Gettysburg
Because of the heavy rains, the Potomac had overflowed its banks and was ten feet above its normal level and
was much too high to ford while the bridge at Falling Waters had been partially destroyed by the Yankees,
118

forcing the Confederate troops to be entrenched on the north side of the river in Maryland to await attacks
until the 13th. Here, Lee's entire army, minus some cavalry, was packed into an area of several miles with its
back to the raging river. He was in his most critical position of the war with the exception of
Appomattox.(30) Lee was perplexed. "Was the high water the hand of God?" "Was God on the side of the
enemy?" He wrote to his wife, "You will learn before this reaches you that our success at Gettysburg was not
as great as reported in the past, that we failed to drive the enemy from its position, and that our army
withdrew to the Potomac. Had the river not unexpectedly risen, all would have well with us; but God in His
all-wise providence, willed otherwise, and our communications have been interrupted....... I trust that a
merciful God, our only hope and refuge, will not desert us in this our hour of need and will deliver us by His
almighty hand...... We must, however, submit to His almighty will whatever that may be."
Fortunately, the enemy did not attack in force. Lincoln was again outraged that his generals would not realize
that Lee's army had to be defeated and that they had to make the effort whenever the opportunity presented
itself.
On the 10th of July, Wofford's Brigade, with the Legion, was holding a position on the WilliamsportSharpburg Road near St. James Church. In his report, General Stuart states that he established a part of
Wofford's Brigade, Cobb's and Phillip's Legions, at Downsville.(31) The Legion did not cross the Potomac
until the 13th of July, 1863 on the repaired pontoon bridge at Falling Waters with the rain falling in blinding
sheets and no bands playing. They were back in the South but were not yet out of danger as Meade’s army
had now also crossed the Potomac and was progressing down the eastern side of the Blue Ridge, occupying
the gaps as it went. Wofford's Brigade along with the rest of McLaws' Division marched on through
Martinsburg and Winchester, crossed the Shenandoah River and occupied Chester's Gap in the Blue Ridge.
Gen. Wofford had plans to capture the Yankee Cavalry, that held the eastern part of the gap, by a hidden
march to get behind them but the plan for capturing cavalry with infantry was not successful though, for a
time, General Wofford thought the trap was well laid.(32) The march continued and by the 24th, the head of
the column reached Culpepper Court House behind the Rappahannock. The Gettysburg Campaign had
ended. General Lee asked to be removed from command and of course President Davis refused to even
consider such a request.
Who won The Battle of Gettysburg? No one! There could be no winner of such a terrible affair, only losers.
The Union held the field but suffered more casualties. Taking a page from one of my very old and favorite
books on General Lee: "Such was Gettysburg, where the Confederacy reached high-water mark; where 25%
of Meade's Army were killed or wounded; where after three days of fighting, the bodies of seven thousand
Americans were left for burial and thirty-seven thousand others were missing or disabled; where Pennsylvania
troops fought in sight of their homes. Where a Confederate band played polkas and waltzes when the
cannonade was at its height; and Avery, commanding Hoke's North Carolina Brigade, mortally wounded,
shoved death aside till he could draw a card from his pocket and write, 'tell father I die with my face toward
the enemy.' Where Amistead at the Bloody Angle, raises his hat on his sword and exclaimed, 'Give them cold
steel boys!' and fell with his hands on Cushing's guns. Gettysburg, whose deeds of valor gave birth to words
immortal, 'Fourscore and seven years ago our fathers brought forth on this continent a new nation conceived
in liberty.........' "(33)
It was thought that Cobb’s Legion and the army could now rest awhile behind the Rapidan; however, "Old
Pete" had other ideas. The Legion and Company B did however get a good rest until early September when
another journey would begin. They were re-outfitted, well fed and were once again in good fighting trim and
spirits. The men found some time to write letters to their loved ones back in Bowdon, collect their mail and
dream of home.
General Longstreet again proposed to President Davis and General Lee that he be allowed to take a part of his
command by quick movement by rail to Tennessee and, along with all the other commands from all over the
west that could be gathered there, strike General Rosecrans' Army of the Cumberland before it could receive
reinforcements since this time the South controlled the interior lines. At this time, the railroad passing the
camps on the Rapidan River through Virginia to Bristol and Knoxville and on to Chattanooga was open and
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was in good working order. The trip would take only two days. Now General Lee and President Davis
agreed and transportation was ordered for the divisions of Hood and McLaws which included the Legion. It
was not until the 9th of September that the first train arrived at Orange Court House to begin loading the first
troops.(34)
One can imagine the excitement among the Bowdon men (they were no longer boys, the boys had become
men) as they learned that they were headed to Georgia and maybe would get to go home for awhile.

LOCATION OF THE 3RD MASSACHUSETTS LIGHT ARTILLERY
SIX GUN BATTERY
V ARMY CORPS
ENTRANCE TO THE J. WEIKERT’S LANE
BATTERY CAPTURED BY COBB’S LEGION, INFANTRY
1996 PICTURE
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APPENDIX A

FIRST LIEUTENANT EPHARIM D. FOUSE'S LOG
COMPANY B-COBB'S GEORGIA LEGION, INFANTRY
Epharim Fouse was a 20-year-old student at The Bowdon Collegiate Institute. In July,
1861, President of the school Charles A. McDaniel formed a company composed of a
number of his students along with many men or boys from the surrounding area. Fouse
was an original member of the company with the rank of 1st Corporal. He evidently was
made Adjutant of the company along with his other duties. He had a beautiful
penmanship. The company soon became Company B of Cobb' Legion, Infantry. Fouse
advanced through the ranks to sergeant, 2nd Lieutenant and became First Lieutenant on
July 21, 1864 and served in that capacity until his discharge on Nov. 22, 1864 due to gun
shot wound to right thigh received at Petersburg.
In March, 2013, the writer was most fortunate to become the owner of a hand written
roster prepared by the veteran Fouse sometime around 1910. He prepared the roster at
the request of another member of Company B, Henry C. Brown, for use in the 1910
Souvenir Edition published by the UDC to raise funds for the Confederate memorial
statue. The statue stands today at the new Carroll County Court House in Carrollton, GA.
If only I had had this roster many years ago when I began my search for information on
my great grandfather, James R. (Jimmy) Barrow and Bowdon's Company Bit would have
made my job much easier and saved many hours of looking for information on the
company and its members. I was pleased to learn that I did have the majority of members
and details correct and this added to my findings.
The roster contains a great deal of valuable information that we have been able to add to
our research and listing of the members of Company B. This includes a complete list of
the men and boys who served in the company during the war. It gives their age at time of
enlistment, date of enlistment, ranks obtained during their service, comments relating to
the individual including date of killed and wounded and discharged and for what reason.
Some of the comments are complimentary and some are very uncomplimentary. Some of
the uncomplimentary notes include: "Not a fighter", "Biggest coward on record", "Unfit
and sent home", "Deserter", "AWOL" and "Home on leave and never came back".
The original copy of the roster shows signs of deterioration and the Archivist in the
Special Collections section of the University of West Georgia Library was able to scan
and make copies of the original. The original roster will be presented to the University of
West Georgia Library Special Collections and we will use the copies in our continued
research for our study of the company and its members.
We show the first page of the roster on the following page and a page from the 1910
Souvenir Edition showing members of Company B.
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APPENDIX B
Roster of Company B - Bowdon Volunteers - Cobb's Georgia Legion--Infantry
Researched from Combined Service Records of Confederate Soldiers, National Archives
by Bonnie and Hugh Barrow and Roster List of Adjutant 1st Lt. Ephraim D. Rouse.
Brackets indicate later rank.
Original Officers and Non-Commissioned Officers:
McDaniel, Charles A., Captain (Colonel, 41st GA)
McDaniel, William W. , 1st Lieutenant (Captain Co. B, Major of Cobb's Legion)
Morris, James C., 2nd Lieutenant (1st Lieutenant, 41st GA)
Ross, Frederick E., 3rd Lieutenant (1st Lieutenant)
King, John W., 1st Sergeant (3rd Lieutenant, 2nd Lieutenant, Captain 3rd GA SS)
Cole, Young A., 2nd Sergeant (3rd Lieutenant, 2nd Lieutenant ?)
Brown, Henry C., 3rd Sergeant
Word, John H., 4th Sergeant
Fouse, Ephraim D., 1st Corporal (Sergeant, 2nd Lieutenant, 1st Lieutenant)
Morris, W. T., 2nd Corporal (Sergeant)
Hand, Sherwood H., 3rd Corporal (2nd Corporal)
Ayers, Thomas J., 4th Corporal (Sergeant)
( ) = promoted rank sometimes after formation of the company.
Promoted During the War
Almond, James C., 2nd Lieutenant - 1st Lieutenant*
Barnes, Robert M., Corporal*
Barrow, William H.C., 4th Sergeant***
Bellah, A. H., Lieutenant (41st GA)**
Fletcher, Robert S., 2nd Lieutenant*
Hines, Edward H., 2nd Lieutenant*(41st Georgia)
Jones, Daniel S., 3rd Lieutenant - 2nd Lieutenant*
King, John W., 3rd Lieutenant*
Morris, William F., 3rd Corporal, 2nd Corporal, 3rd Sergeant*
Slowman, Robert, Sergeant*
Stephenson, William B., Corporal*
Thornton, James M., Corporal*
* = original private in Company B
**=enlisted Aug. 27, 1861
***=enlisted March 23, 1862

224

225

PRIVATES ENLISTED IN COMPANY B—JULY 30, 1861-APRIL, 1865
Adams, William*
Adamson, George R.*
Allen, L. T.****
Ashmore, Hezekiah K.*
Ashmore, William B.*
Avery, Thomas E.**
Barnes, James J.*
Barnett, Jasper N.*
Barrow, James R.*
Beck, Seymour York**
Beck, Thomas David**
Bellah, William P.*
Benford, James H. L.*
Bilbo, J. T.*
Bohannon, A. J.**
Bolling, D. G.****
Brown, James L.
Brown, John A*
Brown, Samuel J.*
Bryant, Thomas J.*
Buchanan, James**
Burt, Andrew D.*
Carpenter, John W.*
Carten, Thomas B*
Cash, T. J.**
Conkle, Andrew***
Cook, Henry C.**
Coston, John****
Daniel, Harrison G.***
Duke, O. J. P. (Mar. 4, 1864)
Duke, W. C.*
Dye, William D.***
Dyer, Elisha S.**
Eason, Augustus (“Guss”)****
Eason, James*
Eason, John**
Eason, William*
Edwards, James*
Entrekin, Elisha (Elijah ?)****
Farmer, William W.*****
Felton, William N.*

Free, Thomas*
Garrison, John H.*
Gabriel, J. J.*
Garner, John G.*
Gibson, Albert K.*
Gibson, John W.***
Gibson, William P.
Hand, R. H.***
Harper, Madison G.**
Harris, John R.*
Hatfield, General Wm.*
Hatfield, William*
Hearn, John T.*
Hill, Green B.*
Hill, James*
Hill, J. W.*
Holloway, George L.***
Hopkins, Willis*
Hutchinson, Eli A.***
Hyde, John W.****
Johnson, Marion F.*
Johnson, Thomas*
Jones, John L.*
Kidd, A. B.
King, Edward W.****
Loveless, Samuel S.****
Mabray, Charles*
McBurnett, Joshua M.*
McBurnett, Thomas M.*
McCorkie, Mathias A.**
McDaniel, John C.****
McRight (McCreight ?), J. S*
Meadow, C. B.***
Miles, John M.****
Morris, George G.***
Morris, James M.***
Morris, James W.*
Morris, Thomas J.(Mar. 10, '63)
Niel, John Vining****
Niel, Josiah Sorrell****
Newton, William W.*

Payne, Joseph **
Nolan, Joseph***
Parker, James**
Parker, William M.*
Powledge, Gideon*
Rice, Thomas E.**
Roberts, James M.*
Robertson, Francis*
Seigler, John G.*
Shelnut, Bryan A.*
Shelnut, William C.*
Smith, Joseph*
Smith, William R.*
Spencer, Patrick J.***
Spruill, James. M.*
Stephenson, John W.*
Stephenson, William B.*
Sutton, Edmund**
Thomas, Henry J.*
Thornton, George H.*
Thornton, J. F.*
Thurman, Richard F.*
Tindle, James W.*
Tomme, Robert S.*
Upchurch, J. C.*
Vickery, J. C.****
Ward, Asa S. (?)
Warner, T. J.****
Waters, Thomas H.*
Wessinger, James W.***
Westbrook, Moses M.*
White, Clark*
Wiggins, James K. **
Wilkins, George L.***
Williams, Napoleon B.*
Wood, Robert J.*
Word, B. C.***

*PRIVATE IN THE ORIGINAL COMPANY, ORGANIZED JUNE 30, 1861 AT BOWDON, GEORGIA
**Enlisted August 27, 1861 ***Enlisted March 23, 1862 ****Enlisted July 10, Nov. 12, 1862 &Jan. 1, 1863
COMPANY WAS MUSTERED INTO CONFEDERATE SERVICE ON AUGUST 5, 1861 AT RICHMOND,
VIRGINIA BY P. M. B. YOUNG, CSA
TOTAL MEMBERS WHO SERVED DURING THE WAR-OFFICERS, NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS
AND PRIVATES IN COMPANY B, COBB'S LEGION, INFANTRY-----143
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MEMBERS OF COMPANY B, COBB’S LEGION
KILLED IN ACTION OR MORTALLY WOUNDED
Richmond/Seven Day’s/Malvern Hill - Summer of 1862:
1. Bilbo, J. T.
4. Gibson, Abner K
2. Conkle, Andrew
5. Hand, R. H.
3. Eason, John
6. McBurnett, Thomas M.
Crampton's Gap/Antietam - September, 1862
1.
Avery, Thomas E.
2.
Cook, H. C
3.
Felton, William N,
4.
Gibson, J. W.
5.
Harris, John R.
6.
Hatfield, G. W.
7.
Hutchins, Eli A.

8.
9..
10.
11.
12.
13,
14.
15.

Johnson, M. F.
Johnson, Thomas
Jones, John L.
Mabary, Charles
Meadows, C. B.
Parker, William M.
Slowman, Robert
Thornton, George

Perryville, KY, October, 1862 (41st Georgia Infantry)
1.
Hines, Edward H.
2.
McDaniel, Charles A.
Chancellorsville/Salem Church - May, 1863
1.
Beck, Seymour
2.
Bowling, D. G
3.
Duke, William C.
4.
Eason, James
5.
Fletcher, Robert S.
6.
Gabriel, J. G.
7.
McBurnnett, J. M.
8.
Mc Daniel, John C.

9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.

Miles, John N.
Morris, James M.
Morris, T. J.
Ross, F. E.
Spruill, J. M.
Thomas, H. J.
Upchurch, J. C.

Gettysburg, PA, July, 1863
1.
Almand, J. C.
2.
Holloway, George L.

Atlanta, GA July, 1864
1.
Garrison, John H.

Knoxville, TN Campaign, November, 1863
1.
Ayers, Thomas J.

Wilderness/Spotsylvania, May, 1864
1.
Carpenter, John W.

Front Royal (Guard Hill)/Valley Campaign, August, 1864
1.
Bohannon, A. J.
2.
Edwards, James
3.
Waters, T. H.

Total killed in action:

46

Age of Members of Company B
16-3 (including James R. Barrow); 17-10; 18-19; 19-8; 20-9; 21-20; 22-7; 23-6; 24-4; 25-5; 26-11; 27-4; 28-3; 29-1;
30-5; 32-1; 33-2; 34-1; 36-2; 37-2 39-1; 40-2; 50-1 Age not given or found on records: 16
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MEMBERS OF COMPANY B WHO WERE SERIOUSLY WOUNDED
D=Discharged because of wound
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.
35.
36.
37.
38.
39.

C=Wounded and also captured

Adams, William – Crampton’s Gap and Gettysburg
Alman, James H.-- Crampton’s Gap
Adamson, George R. – Crampton’s Gap, C &DC
Ayers, T. J.-Chancellorsville
Barnes, James – Crampton’s Gap, left knee, C ?
Barnes, Robert - Chancellorsville, VC Head
Barrow, James R. – Crampton’s Gap, left ankle & leg, leg amputated, C & D(?)
Barrow, William H.C.-- Cold Harbor, C
Beck, Semour York-- Crampton’s Gap
Beck, Thomas David-- Crampton’s Gap, chin, Chancellorsville, leg
Bellah, A. H.-- Perryville, C & D
Brown, Henry C.– Crampton’s Gap. Leg amputated C & D
Brown, Samuel J.-- Chancellorsville, D Severe in knee
Cash, T. J.-- Missionary Ridge, left wrist and shoulder, C
Cole, Young A.-- Crampton’s Gap, foot C & D
Daniel, Harrison – Crampton’s Gap and Chancellorsville, slight in arm
Duke, 0. J. P.-- Missionary Ridge, D
Dye, William D.-- Crampton's Gap, C
Dyer, Elisha S.-- Crampton's Gap, C & D
Eason, William – Chancellorsville Leg and Shoulder
Thomas Free-- Chancellorsville, severe over eye
Fouse, Ephrain D.-- Chancellorsville, D
Hearn, John T.-- Gettysburg, C
Hill, Green B. - Corinth, MS, D
Hill, J. W. – Crampton’s Gap
Hopkins, Willis - Wilderness
McDaniel William W. – knee Chancellorsville, hip, New Market, VA severe hip.
Morris, J. W.-- Chancellorsville, slight in hand
Nolan, Joseph – Crampton’s Gap, leg amputated C & D
Parker, William M. – Crampton’s Gap. C & D
Powledge, Gideon-- Gettysburg, C & D
Roberts, James M.-- Chancellorsville in ankle
Ross, Frederick E. Crampton’s Gap
Shelnut, William C.-- Chancellorsville, Severe in thigh.
Spencer, Patrick J. – Crampton’s Gap
Stephenson, William B. – Chancellorsville, Severe in breast
Stephenson, John W. – Crampton’s Gap
Williams, Napoleon B. – Severe wound in foot.
Word, J. H. – Crampton’s Gap, C & D

The wounded listed here are only the severely wounded necessitating amputation, discharge or extended hospital
stays. There were probably hundreds of less serious wounds. Civil War soldiers feared being sent to the hospital,
many considering this a death sentence due to the high casualty rate of hospital patients. Does not include KIA.
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MEMBERS OF COMPANY B WHO DIED OF DISEASE
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Ashmore, H. K
Ashmore, William B.
Brown, J. A.
Burt, A. D.
Duke, O. J. P.
Eason, John
Gibson, William T.
Hatfield, William*
* died in Federal Prison (3)

9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.

Hill, James*
King, Edmund
Payne, Joseph
Shelnut, B. A.
Smith, William R.
Thurman, Richard F.*
Wessinger, J. W.
Wiggins, J. K.*

MEMBERS OF COMPANY B WHO WERE CAPTURED
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.

Adamson, G. R. (CG)
Barnes, James (CG)
Barnes, Robert (CG, FR)
Barrow, James R. (CG)
Barrow, Wm. (CH, Bowdon)
Bellah, A. H. (P)
Brown, H. C. (CG)
Brown, J. L. (CG)
Brown, Samuel (CG)
Cash, T.J. (V, Atlanta)
Dye, W. D. (CG, FR)
Dyer, E. S. (CG)
Eason, Wm. (CG, FR)
Fletcher, R. S. (CG)
Hatfield, Wm. (FR)

CG - Crampton's Gap
CH - 2nd Cold Harbor-Gaines Mill
FR - Front Royal (Guard Hill)
G - Gettysburg

18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.

Hill, J. W. (CG)
Jones, D. S. (CG, FR)
King, John W. (FR)
Miles, J. M. (CG)
Morris, J. M. (Madison Church)
Morris, J. W. (Talledega)
Morris, W. T. (V)
Nolan, James (CG)
Parker, James (V, Atlanta)
Parker, W. M. (CG)
Powledge, Gideon (G)
Smith, Joseph (Knoxville)
Spencer, P. J. (FR)
Stephenson, J. W. (Virginia)
Thurman, Richard F. (Resaca)
White, Clark (FR)
Cole, Young A. (CG)

P -Perryville, KY, 41st GA
RMH- Richmond-Malvern Hill
V -Vicksburg, MS, 41st GA
W-Wilderness

Captured at Crampon's Gap: 18 +
Captured at Front Royal:
8

COMPANY B MEN CAPTURED AT SAYLER’S CREEK, APRIL 6, 1865
1.
2.
3.
4.

Barnes, James Jethro
Buchanan, James
King, John N.
Morris. W. F.

5.
6.
7.
9.
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Morris, W. T.
Rice, Thomas
Sutton, Edward
Warner, T. J.
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COMPANY B MEN SURRENDERED AT APPOMTTOX COURTHOUSE
APRIL 9,1865
1. Thornton, James M., Corporal
2. Thornton, T. J., Private

.

3. Vickery, J. C., Private
4; Wilkens, George L. Private

COBB’S LEGION’S MEN SURRENDERED AT APPOMATTOX COURTHOUSE
Staff:
one First Lieutenant, One Hospital Steward
Company A:
two Sergeants and nine Privates
Company B:
one Corporal and three Privates
Company C:
nine Privates
Company D:
twelve Privates
Company E:
one Corporal, two Privates
Company F:
one Corporal, five Privates
Company G:
one Sergeant, one Corporal, seven Privates
Total Cobb's Legion Surrendered at Appomattox Court House:

56

COMPANY B MEN WHO DESERTED
1. Bryant, Thomas N.
2. Cash T. E.
3. Dye, William D. (Captured took oath)

4. Smith, Joseph
5. Spencer, Patrick J. (Captured took oath)

COMPANY B MEN LISTED AS AWOL
1. Farmer, William W.
2. Hand, William H.
3. Hill, J. W.
4. McCorkie, Mathais A.

5. Robertson, F. M.
6. Segler, John G.
7. Worner, T. J.
.

COMPANY B MEN DISCHARGED FOR REASONS OTHER THAN WOUNDS
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Barnett, Jasper N.
Benford, James H. L.
Costen, John
Hand, Sherwood H..
Harper, Madison G.
Hill, G. B

7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

Hyde, John W.
Morris, G. G.
Tindel, James W.
Westbrook, Moses M.
Wood, Robert J.
Word, B. C.

ARCHIVE OR PENSION RECORDS INDICATE THAT THE FOLLOWING MEN
WERE MEMBERS OF COMPANY B BUT NO RECORDS HAVE BEEN FOUND
1.

Neil, James A.

2.
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Neil, Joseph, H.
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THE FOLLOWING MEN ARE LISTED ON ONE OR MORE ROSTERS OF COMPANY B
BUT NO ARCHIVES RECORDS HAVE BEEN LOCATED. THIS DOES NOT MEAN THAT
THEY DID NOT SERVE. CONFEDERATE RECORDS ARE INCOMPLETE AND OFTENTIMES
INACCURATE. WE HAVE TO TAKE WHAT WE CAN FIND.
1. Balling, D.G. (This is Bowling, D. G. ?)
2. Colston, John (This is Coston, John ?)

3. Gibson J. H. ( J. W. ?)**
4. Payne, Joseph
5. Timmons, J. L. (?)

There is a James Bolling listed as a member of Company B, Cobb's Legion, Cavalry.
** He is buried at Smith's Chapel and shown as a member of Company B, Cobb’s Legion. He is
listed on the Annie Wheeler roster as "J. H." and Fouse's roster as "J. W."
There is also a J. H. Garrison buried in the Carrollton, GA City Cemetery with the inscription on
his marker as being “Company B—Cobb’s Legion”. He is listed on Fouse's roster as "Killed by
Cannon Ball" (Atlanta ?)
There is a Thomas Benson McWorter buried in a private cemetery off GA Highway 5 near the Douglas County line
that some have listed as a private in Company B. He was a member of Company F, Cobb’s Legion, Infantry.

In Oakland Cemetery under a large magnolia tree is the Lion of Atlanta, a reproduction of the famed Lion of
Lucerne. The original honors sixteen Swiss Guards who died protecting Marie Antoinette during the French
Revolution. This sculpture was carved from a single piece of Georgia marble and was dedicated April 26, 1884 to
honor the unknown dead buried in this otherwise unmarked area. The grieving creature, clutching a Confederate flag
in one paw, is the most eloquent of hundreds of Confederate memorials found in Georgia.
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APPENDIX D
MEMBERS OF COMPANY B-COBB’S LEGION, INFANTRY
The following is a revised list compiled by the author from Compiled Service Records of Confederate Soldiers who served in organizations
from the state of Georgia. Other sources: 1st Lt. Ephraim D. Fouse's Company Log; The National Archives, National Archives and Records
Services-General Service Administration; Georgia pension records; census reports and family records were all valuable sources of information.
We summarize only what we found. Confederate records are often incomplete and oftentimes inaccurate. Data revised March, 2013.
Adams, William - Private
18 year-old who enlisted at Bowdon, GA, July 30, 1861 by Captain C. A. McDaniel. Wounded at Crampton's Gap, MD Sept. 14, 1862.
Furloughed Oct. 6, 1862 – Jan. 28, 1863. Paid $37.76. Was in Jackson Hospital near Richmond, VA, Aug. 18, 1863. Married Malissa
Yarbrough, Dec. 3, 1873 and had 2 sons, William & Seaborng.. Drew a pension at least from 1902 until he died at Roopville, GA, Aug. 18,
1913. "Indigent Pension". Wife Malissa also drew in Carroll County, living in Carrollton in 1937. Buried at Old Camp United Methodist
Church, Carroll Co., GA.
Adamson, George R. - Private
Enlisted July 30, 1861 at Bowdon, GA by Captain McDaniel. Was an 18-year-old student son of J. W. Anderson and lived in Bowdon
Village. Listed on roll of wounded (left arm) prisoners captured at Crampton's Gap, MD on Sept., 14, 1862. Furloughed to Bowdon Nov. 1 –
Dec. 1, 1862. On sick furlough, Bowdon, Dec., 1862. Furloughed sixty days to Bowdon (no date given). Paid May - June, 1863, $22.00. In
Alexandria Hospital, April 16, 1863. April 25, 1863, transferred to Atlanta for duty as Military Conductor. Retired July, 1864. Registered to
vote in Bowdon in 1867 - 1868. Was a dry goods merchant in Bowdon after the war, wife, Fannie was 19 in 1870 with a one-year-old
daughter. He attended Bowdon Collegiate Institute after the war on the "GI Bill". Is buried in the Bowdon Methodist Protestant Church Cem.--Dec. 21, 1842—Mar. 23, 1918. He drew a pension in Haralson County. His widow, Fannie M. also drew a pension in Haralson County
Allen, L. T. - Private
Enlisted Nov. 1, 1862 at Decatur, GA by Col. Weems. Was a 27-year-old farmer owning his own farm in the Laurel Hill District. Wife,
Nancy, daughters, Amanda(3), and Sarah (1). Nov. 1, 1862, absent sick in hospital. Feb. 21 - March 16, 1863 was in Chimborazo Hospital,
Richmond. March 14, 1863, General Hospital Danville, VA. Furloughed, dyspepsia, July – Aug., 1864. Sick in hospital. Fouse, "Sent to
hospital died there".
Almond, James C. - Private, 2nd Lieutenant, lst Lieutenant
Enlisted Bowdon, GA, July 30, 1861 by Captain McDaniel. Was a 25-year-old farmer of the Hickory Level District, wife, Sophronia(22).
Nov.–Dec., 1861 present. Dec., 1861 was furloughed to accompany body of Private W. R. Smith to Georgia. Was stationed near
Williamsburg, VA. Elected 2nd Lt. May 15, 1863. Wounded at Crampton’s Gap. Was wounded and in hands of enemy on July 2, 1863 at
Gettysburg. Died from wounds in enemy hospital. Dropped from rolls August, 1864. Sophronia(32)is listed in the 1870 census living in
Carrollton with sons, Lewis(9), William(8) and James(6).
Ashmore, Hezekiah K. - Private
Age 21. Enlisted at Bowdon, GA on July 30, 1861 by Captain McDaniel. Nov. – Dec., 1861 was absent on extra service as wagoner. Jan.,
1862, detailed as wagoner. Died Dec. 23, 1862 of pneumonia in General Hospital #19, Richmond, VA.
Ashmore, William B. - Private
Age 27. Enlisted at Bowdon, GA, July 30, 1861 by Captain McDaniel. Winder Hospital, Oct. 28 – Dec. 2, 1862. Returned to duty Nov.–
Dec., 1862. Sick in hospital, Richmond, Jan. 3, 1863. Received at Wayside Hospital, Richmond. Transferred to Chimborazo Hospital #2,
chronic diarrhea. Died there on Feb. 5, 1863. Mary Ashmore, widow, filed claim and was paid $47.08 at Bowdon.
Avery, Thomas E. - Private
Enlisted Aug. 27, 1861. Was very young, probably 16. Lived with mother, Mary(58) in Bowdon, she is listed as a farmer with a sizeable
estate and the owner of 11 slaves, sisters, Mary(22) and Ruth(18). Nov.-Dec., present near Yorktown. Died of wounds received at Crampton's
Gap, MD on Sept. 14, 1862.
Ayers, Thomas J. - Private, 4th Corporal, Sergeant
Enlisted at Bowdon, GA, July 30, 1861 by Captain McDaniel. Was a 26-year-old farmer from the Fairplay District-Flint Hill. Owned his
farm with estate value of $250 and personal value of $950. Evidently married with at least 1 child. Dec., 1861, sick at Yorktown. Admitted
to Chimborazo Hospital May 10, 1862. Wounded at Chancellorsville. Transferred to Lynchburg, June 1, 1862. Admitted General Hospital
#1 on October 7, 1862. Oct., 1862 was paid 35 days commutation of ration. On roll at Atlanta, GA, Nov.-Dec., 1862 and on sick furlough at
Bowdon. Died at Rogersville, TN Dec. 17, 1863. No record on whether he died of wounds received at Knoxville (Fort Sanders) or from
disease.
Barnes, James Jethro- Private
Enlisted at Bowdon July 30, 1861 by Captain McDaniel. A 21-year-old student at the college living at home in Bowdon with his parents;
William P, a farmer/merchant and Elizabeth and brother, Robert(16). Robert, also a student, was also an original member of Company B.
April 17, 1862 in Chimborazo Hospital. Returned to duty May 10, 62. Captured Sept. 14, ’62 at Crampton’s Gap, MD. Sept. 26, ‘62 in
Federal field hospital near Burkittsville. Serious gunshot wound through the left knee and tip of finger shot off. While in the home of a
wealthy Southern sympathizer, he fell from a carriage and was hurt badly delaying his recovery. On list of prisoners sent to Baltimore from
Frederick, MD. (no date). Paroled and furloughed for 90 days. Dec., 1862 listed as wounded left knee. Dec. 4, 1862 listed as in General
Hospital, Petersburg, VA. We know that he was given “light duty” and offered a discharge, which he refused. Hiding his light duty order, he
deserted the hospital and rejoined Co. B and served through all the campaigns until Saylor’s Creek where he was captured. He was sent to
Newport News and paroled there in July, 1865. He was furnished rail transportation to Savannah then walked as far as Waynesboro, GA,
obtained transportation to Augusta and then on to Atlanta. Returning home he found his family bankrupt and in very poor condition as were
all those in Bowdon. He returned to Atlanta and eventually became a respected merchant; a member of the city council and later in 1893
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became sheriff of Fulton County and was reelected for a full term in 1884. Married in 1868 to Miss Cornelia Hall and they had three sons,
William H., James J., and John S. and daughter Mary H. He attended many reunions of the United Confederate Veterans and was the
Chairman of the Cobb’s Legion Veterans Association. James died Aug. 6, 1919 at age 79 in Atlanta and is buried in Oakland Cemetery.
Barnes, Robert M. - Private, Corporal
Enlisted at Bowdon, GA, July 30, 1861 by Captain McDaniel. Lived in Bowdon Village the son of William P Barnes a merchant. Was 17
years old. Brother of James J. Nov.-Dec., 1861, absent on furlough at Bowdon. Captured Sept. 14, 1862 at Crampton's Gap. Prisoner of War
at Ft. Delaware. Exchanged at Akins Landing, VA, Nov. 10, 1862. Jackson Hospital, Aug. 7, 1864: "Nyetilopia"(?). Returned to duty Aug.
18, 1864. May 15, 1864, Jackson Hospital, "VC head". Captured at Strasburg, VA, Oct. 19, 1864 and forwarded to Harpers Ferry then to
Point Lookout, MD where he was received Oct. 23, 1864. Made corporal in 1864. His name appears among those at the latter place under an
assumed name for the purpose of being exchanged or paroled, was a prisoner at Ft. Delaware at end of the war and no records of his release
from the prison have been found. John W. King, an officer of Co. B, testified in 1919 for Barnes’ widow’s pension application in DeKalb Co..
He married Francis M. Cody in Warrenton, Ga on Jan. 23 1872. Died while on a trip to Charleston on Dec. 31 1893 (?) and was buried in
Oakland Cem. in Atlanta and later moved to West View in 1906.
Barnett, Jasper N. – Private
Enlisted at Bowdon, GA, July 30, 1861 by Captain McDaniel. Was a 21-year-old farmer/blacksmith of the Kansas District. Wife, Mary
C.(21), and son, A. M.(2 mos). Jan., 1861 on furlough for 25 days at Camp Marion. Feb., 1862 teamster for the Legion. Discharged July 23,
1862 at camp near Richmond. Entitled to discharge for reason of surgeon's certificate of disability. Born in Calhoun, AL. "Age 23, 6' 2" tall,
complexion fair, eyes gray, hair dark, occupation: blacksmith." Jan. 28, 1863 claim of deceased (died of disease?).
Barrow, James R. - Private
Enlisted at Bowdon, GA, July 30, 1861 by Captain McDaniel. He was a 16-year-old school boy living with his parents, Rev. James and
Lucinda Barrow in the village of Bowdon. He was wounded in the left ankle and leg by Minnie balls at the Battle of Crampton’s Gap,
Maryland on Sept. 14, 1862, captured and his left leg amputated by Federal surgeons in a Field Hospital at Burkettsville, MD (Lutheran
Church school house) on Sept. 15. On roll of Confederate prisoners paroled by Gen. Franklin (VI Corps) after the Battle of Crampton's Pass.
Transferred to USA General Hospital, Camp A, Frederick, MD on Nov. 16. Sent to General Hospital, Baltimore, Nov. 28, 1862. Sent to
Fortress Monroe, VA on Nov. 28. Listed in General Hospital (CSA) Petersburg, VA on Dec. 4, 1862. Furloughed for 90 days. Paid $75.58
for clothing from March 1 – Oct. 30, 1863. Reported absent June – Aug., 1864, "furlough left leg amputated". Was paid $66.00 for monthly
pay Sept. 1, 1863 – Feb. 29, 1864 (six months at $11 per month) and $134.13 for commutation of clothing due to Oct. 8, 1863 in Atlanta, GA.
(He evidently was serving in some capacity in Georgia?) Was registered to vote in Bowdon, 1867 - 1868. Was a prominent merchant in
Bowdon after the war, also was half-owner of Victory Mills a complex of grist mill, saw mill, gin and other operations on the Little Tallapoosa
River near Bowdon. Pension records show he applied for an artificial leg Dec. 3, 1879 - "wounded ankle and foot and leg amputated below
the knee". Died June 11, 1880 and is buried in Bowdon Baptist Church Cemetery. Was the great grandfather of author, Hugh W. Barrow.
Younger brother of Sgt. William H. C. Barrow, Co. B, Cobb's Legion. Also a third brother, the oldest, 3rd Sgt. John Turner Barrow, served in
Co. B., 56th GA Infantry. John Turner died of smallpox in Smallpox Hospital, Atlanta, GA and is buried in an unmarked grave there. James
R. also had three brothers-in-law to serve and at least one, Pvt. John Burt, 41st GA, died and is buried in the Confederate Cemetery, Dalton,
GA in an unmarked grave.
Barrow, William H. C. - Private, 4th Sergeant
Enlisted at Goldsboro, NC, March 23, 1862, by Lt. J. C. Morris. Was a 19-year-old carpenter/mechanic living at home with his parents, Rev.
James and Lucinda Barrow in the village of Bowdon. He was an older brother of James R. Barrow. William is recorded as being the owner of
1 slave. Captured at Gaines Mill (2nd Cold Harbor), VA on June 2, 1864. Transferred to Elmira, NY July 12, 1864. Transferred for exchange
Oct. 11, 1864 to Point Lookout, MD. Exchanged Oct. 29. Received at Venus Point (Savannah River) along with 3,028 Confederate soldiers,
four citizens, four surgeons and seventy-four officers for exchange. May - June, 1864: "absent; missing in action.” July - August, 1864,
absent without leave (was in Federal prison). Captured at Bowdon, GA April 25, 1865 by lst Brigade, lst Calvary Division (General Croxton).
Paroled at Macon, GA May 2, 1865. No further military records found. Lived in Bowdon after the war and was an exceptional
Mechanic/Carriage Maker/Carpenter/Furniture Maker holding several patents. Registered to vote in Bowdon in 1867-1868. Buried in
Bowdon City Cemetery. Nov. 12, 1842---June 10, 1901. Widow, Lila Barrow, drew pension in Carroll County. The author’s son is now the
proud owner of a beautiful secretary made by William in the 1870s; an original gift to his nephew, John William, who left it to the author.
Beck, Seymour York - Private
Archives records state that he enlisted at Bowdon, GA Aug. 27, 1861. A 21-year-old farmer from the Tyus community and the brother of
Thomas David Beck of Company B. Sept. 22, 1862 report states, "Institute Hospital - Complaint: "G.S.W.". Sept. 23, 1862, Number 4
Hospital, Medical Director's Office. Oct. 31, 1862 deserted hospital. Returned to duty Nov., 1862. Pay from May 1, 1862 to Sept. 31, 1862:
$44.00 ($11.00 per month for four months), clothing: $25.00, and bounty: $50.00. Total amount paid: $115.00. Beck was evidently wounded
at Crampton's Gap on Sept. 14, 1862. Seymour was born Dec. 11, 1830 in Carroll Co., GA, a few miles west of Tyus and lived in Heard Co.,
GA. He was married to the former Elizabeth Letitia Dyer and had three sons and two daughters. It is believed that Seymour was mortally
wounded at the Battle of Chancellorsville on May 3, 1863 where the Legion was heavily engaged.
Beck, Thomas David - Private
Enlisted Aug. 27, 1861 at Bowdon, GA. A 19-year-old farmer from the Tyus Community and the brother of Seymour Beck of Co.B. Muster
Roll of Aug. 27, 1861(?) shows absent "in hospital". Wounded in left leg including fracture of tibia and loss of bone at Chancellorsville, VA
May 3, 1863. May, 1863 receipt roll for clothing at lst Division General Hospital, Camp Winder, Richmond. Nov. 21, 1864 on receipt for roll
of clothing. Present, July - August, 1864. March 5, 1865 he appeared before medical examiner board and was retired from field duty and
assigned light duty at post. Form for retiring soldiers describes him as being twenty-two years of age, 5'6", fair complexion, blue eyes, dark
hair, and a farmer. Reported by family member that he was also wounded at Crampton's Gap when he had a part of his chin shot off. Thomas
drew pension in Carroll Co. at least in 1910-1911, probably much longer. Applied for pension in 1910 and listed one hundred acres of land
valued at $1,000.00 and household effects of $25.00. Born June 15, 1842. He was a farmer and a miller and resided in Carroll County,
Roopville in 1921. Also resided in Texas for a few years around 1900. He died Nov. 26, 1941 and was survived by four sons and two
daughters. Buried Pleasant Grove Cemetery, Carroll Co., GA about a mile from where he was born. National Archive records do not indicate
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if he was captured or surrendered; however, a family historian believes he was with the Army on its retreat from Richmond to Appomattox
Court House. He later attended Bowdon College on the "GI Bill".
Bellah, A. H. - Private
Age 21. Enlisted July 30, 1861 at Bowdon, GA. According to Fouse, "Exchanged for G.W. Hatfield, Hatfield killed at Sharpsburg."
Bellah, William P. - Private
Age 21. Enlisted Aug. 27, 1862 at Goldsboro, N. C. by Lt. Morris. May 10, 1862 appears on roll, Chimborazo Hospital No. 3, Richmond.
Returned to duty June 3, 1862 with remarks, "in private quarters of Mrs. Spotts near Richmond." July 11, 1862 register of payment to
discharged soldiers (probably resigned to join 41st GA). Enlisted Co. G, 41st GA Infantry and elected lst Lieutenant May 5, 1862. Wounded
and disabled at Perryville, KY Oct. 8, 1862. Captured there Oct. 9. Resigned Jan, 1864.
Benford, James H. L. - Private
Enlisted at Bowdon, GA July 30, 1861 by Captain McDaniel. Was a 22-year-old farm laborer living with John A. Dempsey in the 10th
District, Carrollton. Paid Sept. 1, 1861 by Captain Burleyson. Discharged Nov. 21, (another entry states Nov. 19, 1861 by Surgeon's
Certificate of Disability. No further records found. Farmed in Carroll County after the war. Wife, Mary(21), son, Henry (3) and daughter,
Alice (1) in 1870. Also living in the household were two Morris children, Annie(14) and John(12). Still living in 10th Dist. Buried Pleasant
Grove, Carroll County. A picture of Pvt. Benford is included in this book. Living in 1895.
Bilbo, J. T. - Private
Age 26. Enlisted at Bowdon, GA July 30, 1861 by Captain McDaniel. Only records: "deceased". Claim filed by father, William G. Bilbo, of
Newnan, GA. Left no wife or children. Fouse: "Died in hospital near Richmond."
Bohannon, A. J. - Private
Enlisted at Carrollton, GA Aug. 27, 1861 by N. Neadow. Nov. – Dec., 1861 present. Dec., 1861 sick at Williamsburg. Dec. 12, 1861, Camp
Marion sick at Williamsburg. June 30, 1863, General Hospital Camp Winder, Richmond. Paid $50.00 bounty Sept. 21, 1863. June 10, 1862
discharged, paid June 11, 1862. Re-enlisted Aug. 1862 in "Ref. to Regimental Band". June 1, 1863 in hospital at Lynchburg, VA. Killed in
Action Aug 16, 1864 at Guard Hill (Front Royal), VA.
Brown, Henry C. - Private, 3rd Sergeant
Enlisted at Bowdon, GA July 30, 1861 by Captain McDaniel. Was a 17-year-old student son of Samuel and Ruth Brown, farmers and lived in
Bowdon Village, brother of Samuel J. of Co. B. Wounded left thigh and captured Sept. 14, 1862 at Crampton's Gap. U.S. Field Hospital
Burkittsville, MD. Nov. 18, 1862 in U.S. General Hospital, Frederick, MD. Sent to ? General Hospital Dec., 1862. Rolls of Nov., 1862 show
"absent wounded at Crampon's Gap". ?, 1862, "Absent, wounded on furlough, leg amputated". July 21, 1863, bounty pay for Pvt. and Sgt.
Applied for pension Feb. 9, 1889: "Gunshot wound in left thigh necessitating amputation above the knee". Was a dry goods merchant in
Bowdon after the war with wife, Sarah and son, Thomas(1), in 1870. Drew a pension at least through 1907. Was living in 1910. Widow
applied for pension Oct. 28, 1913 (married Sept. 12, 1865). J. H. Word testified that he lost his leg in the same battle. Buried Carrollton City
Cemetery. Feb. 19, 1844—May 31, 1913. It was to H. C. Brown that Fouse sent copy of the roster to. We believe that Brown used the roster
for the 1910 Memorial Edition published to raise funds for the Carrollton Confederate Monument.
Brown, James L. - Private
Was a 29-year-old minister. On list of prisoners taken by 6th Army Corps, USA at Battle of Crampton's Gap, MD. Sept. 14, 1862 and
paroled by order of Major General Franklin. List dated Headquarters 6th Army Corps, Sept. 26, 1862. No further records found. In 1870 he
is listed as Minister Gospel with wife, Elizabeth and children, Benjamin (18), Eugenia (17), Susan (14), John (13), Joseph (11), Thomas (9) &
Martha (8). He is listed as being from Villa Rica. This man would have been married and the father of at least 5 children while he served in
Co. B. Maybe a volunteer chaplain ?.
Brown, John A. - Private
Enlisted at Bowdon, GA July 30, 1861 by Captain McDaniel. Was a 17-year-old farmer the son of J. L. Brown a farmer and Sophia(30) of the
9th District, Bowdon: One of 6 children. Nov., 12, 1861, present. Claim of deceased soldiers by James S. Brown, father, on Aug. 8, 1863.
Pay voucher owed him $79.70 from Sept. 1 when lst paid until Nov. 12, 1861 when he died. Voucher included $50.00 bounty. Died Nov. 12,
1861at Camp Marion near Yorktown.
Brown, Samuel J. - Private
Enlisted a Bowdon, GA July 30, 1861 by Captain McDaniel. Was a 19-year-old farmer, son of Samuel and Ruth Brown of the Village of
Bowdon. Was the brother of Henry C. of Co. B. July 30, 1862: Present. Listed among unwounded prisoners taken by 6th Army Corp, USA
at Crampton's Gap Sept. 14, 1862 and paroled by order of Major General Franklin Sept. 26, 1862. May-June, 1864, present. June 2, 1864
was in Jackson Hospital, Richmond with fracture left arm. Wounded at Chancellorsville in left forearm with loss of about 3 inches of ulna.
Returned to duty July 6, 1864. Retired July 11, 1864. His arm was useless and the muscle wasted away. He attended Bowdon College after
the war on the "GI Bill". On Bowdon registered voter list in 1867 - 1868. Became school teacher and Superintendent of Schools. Drew
pension in Carroll Co. Buried Carrollton City Cemetery, July 7, 1842--June 25, 1913. Widow, Charlotte, drew Carroll Co. pension.
Bryant, Thomas N. - Private
Enlisted at Bowdon, GA July 30, 1861 by Captain McDaniel. Was an 18-year-old farm laborer for his father, David Bryant, who was also a
shoe maker. He was the oldest of 9 children in 1860. Was listed as from Villa Rica. Nov. 12, 1861: "Present - Extra duty as teamster". Dec.,
1861: "Present - Wagoner". Jan., 1862, detailed for wagons. Feb., 1862, “Teamster for the Legion.” Nov., 1862, Teamster. July, 1863,
Chimborazo, Rheumatism. Aug., 1863 in Jackson Hospital. May - June, 1864, wounded arm, disabled, Chancellorsville. Absent without
leave since Dec. 12, 1863. Fouse: "Deserted Sept. '61, Second time Dec. 63". Drew pension in Carroll County.
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Coston, John-Private
Age 25. Fouse: "Enlisted Jan 1, 63-Discharged." Only record found for this soldier.
Buchanan, James - Private
Enlisted Aug. 27, 1861. Was a 34-year-old farmer owning his farm in the District 11-Laurel Hill. Married to Martha (30), with 4 children;
John R.(12), Martha(9), Rufus(8) & Amanda(2). Dec., 1861, present. May - June, 1862, present.. July – Aug., 1862, present. Aug. 20, 1864
was in Wayside Hospital and returned to duty Aug. 21, 1864. Roll for clothing Sept. 30, 1864, Oct. 10, 1864, Nov. 5, 1864, Nov. 27, 1864
and June 20, 1864. On roll of prisoners at Newport News, VA. Captured at Sayler's Creek, VA April 6, 1865. Took oath of allegiance at
Newport News June 25, 1865. "Six feet two inches, complexion sallow, eyes black." Was farming in Carroll Co. in 1870, Bowdon District,
with 4 children at home: Rufus(15), Lulah(11), Charles(2) & David(4 mos.) Drew a pension in Pike County, GA.
Burt, Andrew D. - Private
Age 26. Enlisted at Bowdon, GA July 30, 1861 by Captain McDaniel. Nov.-Dec., 1861, present. Roll of deceased soldiers filed by V. M.(?)
Burt, widow. Died at Goldsboro, NC, April 12, 1862. Due $62.03 pay and $50.00 bounty.
Carden, Thomas B. –(On Pension Application it is Thomas B. Caster)
Private
Enlisted at Bowdon, GA, July 30, 1861 by Captain McDaniel. Was a 25-year-old farmer evidently owning his farm as he shows an estate of
$900 and personal value of $1,050. Listed from Bowdon with wife, Harriet(19) and son, William(2). Nov.-Dec., 1861, "Present, Ambulance
Driver." May 1, 1864, present. July – Aug., 1864 (dated Jan. 26, 1865) absent without leave since Jan. 23, 1865. Clothing drawn for fourth
quarter, 1864. On list of registered voters in Bowdon in 1867-1868. Army records show "Carter". Jan. 10, 1906, is seventy years-old living in
Bowdon or Carroll Co. and suffering from infirmity, heart problems and indigestion. He owns no property. States that he surrendered in
Atlanta, 1865. Indigent pension dated April 25, 1899. Pension was paid at least until 1900-1911. Died Dec., 23, 1916. Attended Bowdon
College on the "GI Bill" after the war.
Carpenter, John W. - Private
Enlisted at Bowdon, GA, July 30, 1861 by Captain McDaniel. He was a 27-year-old farm laborer of the Bowdon District. Nov.-Dec., 1861,
present. June 12, 1862, admitted to Episcopal Church Hospital, Williamsburg, VA. Returned to duty June 27, 1862. May 6, 1863, lst
Division Hospital, Richmond, wounded at Chancellorsville. Missing in action, June 6, 1864. Fouse: "Missing at Battle of Wilderness.
Supposed killed."
Cash, T. J. - Private
Age 18. Enlisted Aug. 27, 1861 at Bowdon, GA. Discharged for disability Jan. 26, 1862 at Camp Marion. Enlisted in Company B, 56th GA
on May 5, 1862. Captured at Vicksburg on July 4, 1863 and paroled there July 8. Wounded compound fracture of left wrist; shoulder and ribs
broken at Missionary Ridge, Nov. 25, 1863. Captured in Fulton Co., GA July, 1864. Took oath of allegiance to United States Government at
Chattanooga, TN July 14, 1864 and at Louisville, KY on July 18, 1864. Remark: "to be released north of Ohio River". Born in Coweta Co.,
GA in 1843. He filed for a Georgia Confederate Veterans Pension in Clayton County, GA
Cole, Young A. - Private, 2nd Sergeant, 2nd Lieutenant
Enlisted at Bowdon, GA July 30, 1861 by Captain McDaniel. Was a 24-year-old student at Bowdon College and was an original member of
the company. He was born 23 Sept., 1836 and lived in the 10th District-Carrollton and the youngest of 14 children of Jeremiah (“Jerr”)( 67)
and Charlotte(65) Cole, farmers. Nov. – Dec., 1861, present. Nov. 1 – Dec. 1, 1862: "Absent on furlough at Bowdon.” Was severely
wounded in one foot at Crampton’s Gap, MD on Sept. 14, 1862 and returned to Bowdon. Some reports state that he was captured but since he
was back home on Nov. 1, 62 this is doubtful and not shown on Federal records although records of Tim Reese, expert on Crampton’s Gap,
show that he was captured. Fouse: "Promoted to 2nd Lt. Sharp Shooters, June 8, 63." Discharged but National Archives records state,
“Expired”, which probably means discharged due to wounds. He went to near Jonesboro, AK. He married Sarah H. Stephens and they had 11
children. He became a respected and prominent farmer, banker and manufactuer of wagons and buggies. Buried there, died 9 May, 1910.
Conkle, Andrew - Private
Age 20. Enlistment March 23, 1861. Claim of deceased soldiers from Georgia which was filed for settlement in the Office of State Auditor for
the War Department. Claim presented by widow, Emeline Conkle. Died June 26, 1862.
Cook, Henry C. - Private
Present on Sept. 1, 1861 and paid by Captain Burleson. Was a 17-year-old farmer son of R. B. Cook a farmer. Listed as born in Alabama but
living in the Bowdon District. Nov.-Dec., 1861, present. Nov. 17, 1862 claim of R. B. Cook, father, on H. C. Cook estate in Carroll County,
GA. No wife or child. Died Sept. 1, 1862. Fouse: "Died in Richmond hospital wound in toe."
Daniel, Harrison G. - Private
Age 30. Enlisted March 23,1862 at Bowdon, GA by Lt. J. G. Morris. On Muster roll dated Nov.-Dec., 1862(?) as absent. Admitted to Camp
Winder Hospital, Richmond, on Sept. 25, 1862. (Probably wounded at Crampton's Gap on Sept. 14). Furloughed twenty-five days, Oct. 26 –
Nov., 1862. Returned to Company B. May 9, 1863 was received at Wayside Hospital or General Hospital #9, Richmond. Wounded at Battle
of Chancellorsville May 3, 1863, slight in arm. May 24, 1864 was at Military Station, Raleigh, NC. Retirement on Register of Invalid Corps.
"Assignment to duty SC 309 to Carroll Post." No further records.
Duke, 0. J. P. - Private
Was a 26-year-old farmer owning his farm in 9th District-Bowdon. Wife Tallulah(20) and son, A. E.(6 mos). Enlisted as Private in Company
B, 56th Georgia Infantry, May 5, 1862. Captured at Vicksburg July 4, 1863 and paroled there July 8. Wounded at Missionary Ridge Nov. 25,
1863. Transferred to Company B, Cobb's Legion in 1864. Died in General Hospital at Montgomery White Sulfur Springs, VA prior to May 4,
1864. No indication as to cause of death. "Effects of deceased soldier turned over to Quartermaster, C.S.A. Received ?, 1864, No. 4730,
amount $52.05."
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Entrekin, E. Age 21. He is listed on Fouse's roster but we have no more information on him.
Duke, W. C. - Private
Enlisted at Bowdon, GA July 30, 1861 by Captain McDaniel. Age 21. Present Sept. 1, 1861 and Nov.-Dec., 1861. Dec., 1861, sick at
Yorktown. Nov.-Dec., 1862, present. Killed in Battle of Chancellorsville, May 3. 1863. Nothing else in his file. His death reported in the
Atlanta Southern Confederacy on May 18, 1863 along with other killed and wounded from Cobb’s Legion and other units of the Army of
Northern Virginia. Author has a copy.
Dye, W. D. - Private
Enlisted in Carrollton, GA Mar. 23, 1862. Was a 20-year-old farmer son of John, a farmer of 10th District-Carrollton. Nov., 1862, "Absent,
Missing In Action, captured, now in Maryland". Oct. 16, 1862, paroled and delivered to Aikens Landing on Nov. 2, 1862. List of wounded
prisoners paroled after the Battle of Crampton's Gap, Sept. 14, 1862. In Old Capital Prison, Washington, DC. Sent to Fortress Monroe for
exchange, Oct. 31, 1862. Nov. – Dec., 1862, absent, wounded in Richmond with broken leg. Captured Guard Hill (Front Royal), VA, Aug.
16, 1864 and sent to Elmira prison. Desires to take oath of allegiance to US. Desires to go to Henry Co., IN where he has an uncle residing.
Took oath May, 29, 1865. Complexion dark, hair dark, eyes hazel, five feet, ten inches."
Dyer, Elisha S. - Private
Enlisted on Aug. 27, 1861. Nov.-Dec., 1861, present. Nov.-Dec., 1862 absent; wounded in Richmond. On list of wounded prisoners paroled
after Battle of Crampton's Gap on Sept., 14, 1862. USA Field Hospital, Burkittsville, MD., "Wounded hip and shoulder, severe." Oct., 23,
1862 at Chimborazo Hospital, wound of shoulder and hip. Wounded May 2, 1864 in Battle of Wilderness. Transferred to Columbus, GA.
Eason, August “Gus”
Age 17. He is listed on Fouse's roster "Died near Richmond July 17, 1862." He was born in 1844-died on 16 July, 1862. He is buried in the
Bethesda Baptist Church cemetery in Carroll County.
Eason, James - Private
Enlisted at Bowdon, GA, July 30,1861 by Captain McDaniel. Was a 23-year-old farmer. Nov. 24-Dec. 16, 1862, tonsillitis at Chimborazo
Hospital in Richmond. Nov. – Dec., 1862, absent in hospital in Richmond. Fouse: "Killed at Chancellorsvill, May 3, '63." The three Eason
men, James, John & William, listed here were brothers, sons of Thomas Eason, a farmer of the 9th District Bowdon- Carroll Co.
Eason, John - Private
Enlistment Aug. 27, 1861. Was a 26-year-old farmer living on his own farm in the 9th District-Bowdon with wife, Sarah Elizabeth, and 3
children, Nancy(6), John T.(4) & Emma(2). Nov.- Dec., 1861, present. Fouse: "Died suddenly near Richmond." Amount of money found:
$86.00. Pay due him at death: $83.00. Paid widow, Elizabeth Eason, $33.00 plus $50.00 bounty
Eason, William - Private
Enlisted at Bowdon, GA, July 30, 1861 by Captain McDaniel. Was a 19-year-old farmer. Oct. 19, 1861 given discharge Oct. 10, 1861 and
paid $15.78. Surgical certificate of disability. Re-enlisted Aug. 1, 1862. Nov.-Dec., 1862 records show "present". Oct. 24, 1862 in hospital at
Chimborazo Hospital, Richmond, rheumatism. Sent to Camp Lee. Transferred May 9, 1863 to Lynchburg, VA hospital. Wounded at
Chancellorsville May 3, 1863 in leg and shoulder. Given forty-day furlough from Chimborazo where he was admitted May 27, 1863 with
"disease - NS of left leg". Paid $94.00 for Feb. 28 - June 30, 1863. Captured at Guard Hill (Front Royal) on Aug. 16, 1864 and sent to
Elmira. Aug. 28 sent to Fort Delaware and Washington, DC. Exchanged Oct. 11. Was nurse at Buckner Hospital, Newnan, Georgia in Nov.,
1864 and due money for fifty-seven extra days. Also shows on list of prisoners paroled by order of Major General Franklin on Sept. 26, 1862.
Remark: "Found sick near Urbana and left where found." Prisoner at Fort McHenry Oct. 17, 1862. Sent to Fortress Monroe for exchange. On
Bowdon list of registered voters in 1867-1868. On 1870 census as 29-years-old, works farm, wife, Rachel(28), and children, John(6),
James(5), Sarah(2) & Peter(11 mos.) and living in the Loyal [Lowell ?] District, Buried at Indian Creek near Bowdon. Was a farmer. From
the Carroll County Times of June 18, 1880 we quote: “Mr. William Eason, of the ninth district, died on last Saturday morning after a short
illness. He was in the prime of life and bid fair to live long. He leaves a wife and a number of children, who have our sympathies.”
Edwards, James - Private
Age 17. Enlisted at Bowdon, GA, July 30, 1861 by Captain McDaniel. Present, Nov.-Dec., 1862. Present, May-June, 1864. Wounded in
hand at Knoxville. Killed in action at Guard Hill (Front Royal) on Aug. 16, 1864. Signed for clothing first quarter, 1864 with "X".
Entrekin, Elijah - Private
Was a 21-year-old farmer son of Thomas who owned his farm in the 9th District-Bowdon, oldest of 7 children. Enlisted Dec. 12, 1862 at
Decatur, GA by Major Hardee. Jan. 8, 1863 at Chimborazo Hospital No 2; disease - Rubeola. Furloughed March 30, 1863. Commutation of
rations while on furlough: $39.33 (33 cents per day). Present, Nov.-Dec., 1864. Captured at Sailor’s Creek, April 6, 1865. Took oath June
25, 1865. "Complexion fair, hair light, eyes gray, five feet, ten inches."
Farmer, William W. (Washing ?) - Private
Enlisted Aug. 27, 1861at Augusta, GA. Was a 21-year-old farmer son of Josiah & Eliz. Farmer of the 11th District-Laurel Hill. Nov.-Dec.,
1861 and Nov.-Dec., 1862, present. April 21, 1862 at Chimborazo until May 14, 1862. Disease, "Debility". Nov. 6-8, 1862 in hospital at
Charlottesville, VA: "Debilitas". Nov. 5, 1862 admitted to hospital at Culpepper, VA. May -June and July – Aug., 1864, "AWOL". On 1870
census he is listed as a farmer, wife, Sarah(25), and children, William(3) & Virginia(1). Pension paid 1899 - 1903. Died in 1904. Indigent
pension filed Jan. 24, 1898. “Suffering gravel, kidney trouble, enlargement of testicles". From witness, "his property was sold under mortgage
in 1895 or 1896. He suffers from heart trouble, his bladder is bad fix, he has chronic diarrhea, had it when he came home from the Army".
1896-1897 supported by his children. Feb. 11, 1901 on his pension application: property: one cow and household goods with a value of
$25.00". Feb. 4, 1893 he signed with "X". Jan. 15, 1903, S. J. Brown, Ordinary Carroll Co., stated, "Property nothing. He is unable to come
to Carrollton to make application". Stated enlisted at Augusta, GA, 1861. Surrendered at close of war. Buried at Bethesda Church Cem.,
Carroll Co. June 4, 1841—Aug. 3, 1903.
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Felton, William A. (William N(?)) - Private
Enlisted at Bowdon, GA on July 30, 1861 by Captain McDaniel. Died of wounds suffered at Crampton's Pass, Sept. 14, 1862. Died in USA
Hospital at Burkittsville, MD and buried there by Asst. Surgeon H. A. Dubois.
Fletcher, Robert S. - Private, Second Lieutenant
Enlisted at Bowdon, GA, July 30, 1861 by Captain McDaniel. Feb., 1862, assigned to Regimental Band. Nov., 1862, absent on sick furlough.
One entry shows Nov.-Dec., 1862, present while another shows, Nov.-Dec., 1862, absent on sick furlough at Bowdon. Captured at
Crampton's Gap, Sept.14, 1862. Sent for exchange from Fort Delaware to Aikens Landing, VA on Oct. 2, 1862. Exchanged Oct. 6 for "Lt.
Federal Army". Commissioned 2nd Lieutenant on June 21, 1862 (another entry shows May 1, 1862). Killed in action at Battle of
Chancellorsville on May 3, 1863.
Fouse, Ephraim D. - Corporal, Second Lieutenant, First Lieutenant
Age 20. Enlisted at Bowdon, GA, July 30, 1861 by Captain McDaniel. Nov.-Dec., 1862, on extra duty rank listed at BV 2Lt.. Nov., 1862,
extra duty as Adjutant. May 3, 1863, promotion to First Lieutenant. July 21, 1864, recommended leave of absence - VS Extensive gunshot
wound, right thigh sixty days. Resigned Nov. 22, 1864 dated Dec. 19, 1864. For one month and eleven days received $90.00. Numerous
vouchers for clothing, stationery, etc. for his men are shown. Retired Nov., 1864. Wounded at Petersburg July 8, 1864.
He drew a pension in Coweta County as did his widow, Martha E. Fouse. Died May, 1914. It is his roster list that I have used to obtain
valuable information on the members of Company B. This included rank, enlistment date, age, and information on killed and wounded.
Free, Thomas - Private
Age 23. Enlisted at Bowdon, GA on July 30, 1861 by Captain McDaniel. Nov.-Dec., 1861: "Absent, sick in Richmond". Nov.-Dec., 1862,
present. Jan., 1862: "Sick in Richmond Hospital". Dec., 1861: Chimborazo, Richmond. Paid $116 April – Oct., 1862. Nov., 1861, typhoid,
Seminary Hospital, Williamsburg until Dec. 17. Oct. 31, 1861: Episcopal Hospital, Williamsburg, "Intermittent fever". Sept. 12, 1863,
transferred to Petersburg Hospital. Sept. 13 – Dec. 14, 1863: Confederate Hospital, Petersburg. Sept. 25, Chimborazo, Richmond. Feb. 22Mar. 14, 1864, Episcopal Hospital, Williamsburg; "Cataracts and neuralgia". May 9, 1863, General Hospital No. 9, Richmond, "Disposition
Windom ?". Wounded over the eye at Chancellorsville on May 3-4, 1863. May - June, 1864, AWOL. July – Aug., 1864, AWOL. July, 1864
– Aug. 9, 1864: Jackson Hospital, Richmond. Furloughed thirty days. Disease, "Conf. fobesis"(?). In Atlanta he received $116 on his word
as his unit was in the field. Statement reads six months at $11.00 plus $50.00 bounty.
Gabriel, J. J. - Private
Age 18. Enlisted at Bowdon, GA on July 30, 1861 by Captain McDaniel. Nov. – Dec., 1861: "Absent, sick at Beeglen (Or Bigelow(?)) Mills".
Dec., 1861, "Sick at Yorktown". Feb., 1862, "Sick", furlough at Bowdon, GA until July 26, 1862. Nov. – Dec., 1862, present. Killed in
action May 3, 1863 at Chancellorsville.
Garner, John G. - Private
Age 22. Enlisted at Bowdon, GA on July 30, 1861 by Captain McDaniel. Nov.-Dec., 1861: "Present". Feb., 1862, sick on furlough at
Bowdon beginning Feb. 26. June 10, 1862 appears on rolls of discharged soldiers. Fouse: "Discharged June 11, 62, Reenlisted Aug., '62 and
assigned to Sharp Shooters." Nov. 1, 1862, sent to Danville from Chimborazo, diarrhea. Nov. 13, 1862, in hospital, Danville, "hemorrhoids".
Returned to duty Jan. 17, 1863.
Garrison, John H. Private
Age 26. Enlisted at Bowdon on July 30, 1861 by Captain McDaniel. Nov.-Dec., 1861, present. Nov.-Dec., '62, absent on furlough at
Bowdon. He was wounded at Crampton’s Gap and evidently on wounded furlough. From the Bureau of Conscription: Reported him deserted
Company B, Cobb’s Legion and joined and can be found in the 14th Texas Dismounted Cavalry Regiment Shown is a pay voucher from the
14th Texas for July 1-Nov. 1, 1863 for $33. There is a copy of an order for him to be returned to his original command. May-June, 1864
under remarks, “Killed, July 1864, Atlanta, GA. July-Aug., 1864 Killed July/64 Atlanta, GA.” Fouse: "Killed by cannon ball." Died Aug. 19,
1864. Buried Carrollton City Cemetery, Old Section.
Gibson, Albert K. - Private
Enlisted at Bowdon, GA on July 30, 1861 by Captain McDaniel. Was an 20-year-old farmer the son of J. C & Frances Gibson, farmers of the
Bowdon District. Brother of John W. and possibly William T. (?) of Company B. Nov.-Dec., 1861, present. Died July 13, 1862 near
Richmond. His father, John C. Gibson (signed with an "X") filed claim. No wife or children.
Gibson, John W. - Private
Was a 24-year-old farmer son of John & Francis and brother of Albert K. of the Bowdon District. Enlisted March 23, 1862 at Goldsboro, NC
by Lt. Morris. Only entry, Nov.-Dec., 1862, "Missing in Action at Crampton's Gap, MD, Sept. 14, 1862".
Gibson, William T. - Private
Was a 27-year-old farmer on his own farm in the 11th District-Laurel Hill. Wife, Eleanor(23) and daughter, Jane A.(3). Enlisted March 23,
1862 in Goldsboro, NC by Lt. Morris. On roll for Nov.-Dec., 1862 has him "absent - deserted his company, has Co. ? pay and is driving a
wagon in the regiment." Another roll for Nov.- Dec., 1862 has him present. Another return for Nov., 1862, "Absent - enlisted man accounted
for. A teamster in Major Mitchell's train [wagon] and without leave". May-June, 1864: Stuart Hospital, Richmond. Died June 20 of chronic
diarrhea. Last paid by Byrd, Feb. 29, 1864. Another card shows date of death as June 19. Wife, "Elenah", filed claim for $115.50.
Hand, Sherwood H. - Second Corporal
Age25. Enlisted Aug. 28,1861 at Bowdon, GA by Captain McDaniel(?). Nov.-Dec., 1861, present. July 28, 1862. Paid for two months and
23 days; $35.96 full amount. July 24, 1862: Surgeon's certificate of disability "Pulmanary(?)" by order of General Lee. Born Carroll County,
GA, "6ft, 1 in, light hair, fair complexion, gray eyes. Occupation: farmer". Twenty-nine years old when discharged. On his discharge, it
stated he was enlisted by Captain M. W(?). D. Robertson. He was due three months and five days pay. Signed March 25, 1863, W. W.
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McDaniel. There is notice dated May 12, 1865 at Greensboro, NC by General Sherman stating that S. H. Hand took solemn obligation not to
take up arms against the U.S. Government and to return to his home. Signed by S. H. Hand. No mention of unit.
Hand, T. J.
Enlisted Aug. 28, 1861 at Yorktown. A 36-year-old living in Bowdon village with wife Sarah and children, William H. (17), Ben F.(12),
Joel(10), Arthur J.(10), Martha(5), & Mary(2). His wife, Sarah E., filed claim March 28, 1863. Pay due for three months and five days plus
bounty. Lt. E. D. Fouse assigned Power of Attorney to Captain W. W. McDaniel. On claim of deceased soldiers states he entered service at
Yorktown. On Fouse's roster: "Died near Richmond on Aug. 5, 1862." Believed to be the father of William H. Hand. Thus we have a fatherson serving in Company B.
Hand, William H. – private
Age 18. Enlisted March 23, 1862 at Goldsboro, NC No records have been found. On Fouse's roster: "Sent to hospital and never heard from."
Harper, Madison G. - Private
Enlisted Aug. 27, 1861. Nov.-Dec., present. Jan. 18, 1862, "Discharged and paid". One card dated Dec. 12, 1861 stated; "Discharged". No
further records found. Fouse's roster: "Discharged 1862." His widow, B. A. Davis, drew a pension in DeKalb County.
Harris, John R. - Private
Enlisted at Bowdon, GA on July 30, 1861 by Captain McDaniel. He was a 20- year-old farmer from the 10th District-Carrollton with wife,
Jane(19). Oct. 16 – Nov. 16, 1861, Episcopal Hospital, Williamsburg; "Intermittent Fever". A card dated Feb. 13, 1862 states: "Death not
reported". Sept. 17, 1862: Treasury Dept. to Adj. and Inspector General injury death "alleged died this date; Sept. 17, 1862". Died in
Maryland, Sharpsburg. No wife(?) or children. July 9, 1863: father, Rewlin(?) Harris, wrote for evidence. States son entered at Richmond,
Aug. 3, 1861.
Hatfield, General William - Private
Enlisted at Bowdon, GA on July 30, 1861 by Captain McDaniel. Nov. – Dec., 1861, present. Jan., 1862, detailed as wagoner. Jan.– Feb. 1,
1862: paid twenty-five cents teamster pay. July, 1862: regimental return states, "Teamster for the Legion". Sept. 17, 1862, Killed in Action,
Sharpsburg (Antietam). Feb. 5, 1863: father, Wash Hatfield, filed deceased claim. Due: $125.23 - bounty $50, pay $50.23, clothing $25.00.
Hatfield, William -Private
Enlisted July 30, 1861 at Bowdon, GA by Captain McDaniel. He was a 36-year-old miller living in the 10th District-Carrollton with his wife,
Elizabeth(40), and children, Mary A.(13), Z.(?)(12), William F.(10) & Andrew(6). Nov. – Dec., 1861, present. Dec., 1861 extra duty as
Wagoner. May - June, 1864(?) muster roll states that he was captured at Front Royal, VA [Guard Hill] on Aug. 16, 1864. Aug. 16, 1864:
"Captured at Front Royal". Sept. 28, 1864 sent to Washington and then to Ft. Delaware. Oct. 8, 1864 sent to Elmira Prison, NY. Nov. 14,
1864 died of diarrhea, chronic. Effects: one jacket, one pair boots, one hat. On widow's pension application: "Captured. Sent to Elmira
Prison in Sept. or Oct., 1864". Widow learned of his death from Benjamin Gibbs who was a prisoner at Elmira and saw William Hatfield
before his death in said prison. Married Elizabeth ? on Dec. 30, 1846. She applied for a pension, year ending Feb. 15, 1892, signed with an
"X". April 22, 1891, W. B. Stephenson swore he was in the same company and was in the Battle of Front Royal where Hatfield was captured
and W. B. never saw him again. Jan. 26, 1893 Elizabeth swore he died of pneumonia contracted at Elmira while he was in prison. She swore
he died Feb. ?, 1865. She drew pension in 1894 and 1895. In 1896 was unable to go to the court house and gave power of attorney. Drew
pension in 1896 and 1897. William Hatfield is buried in grave #812, Woodlawn National Cemetery, Elmira, NY.
Hearn, John T. - Private
Enlisted at Bowdon, GA July 30,1861 by Captain McDaniel. He was a 23-year-old farm laborer born in N. C. He was living with Wm. J.
Morris in the 11th District-Laurel Hill. Nov.-Dec., 1861, present. Nov.-Dec., 1862, present. July 3, 1863 captured at Gettysburg. July 3,
1863, prisoner in hospital in or about Gettysburg. Complaint, "Shoulder slight". Aug. 24, 1863, paroled at DeCamp(?) General Hospital,
David's Island, New York Harbor. Aug. 28, 1863 in hospital, Petersburg, VA. Sept. 7, 1863 on duty. Show clothing receipts for Sept. 30,
Nov. 5, and Nov. 27, 1864. Carroll Co. 1870 census shows him living in Laurel Hill District, a farmer with wife, Elizabeth(25), and children,
Mary(5), James W.(3) & John(10 mos.).
Hill, Green B. - Private
Age 18. Enlisted August 5, 1861. Dec. 5, 1861 discharged from Cobb's Legion. Enlisted in Co. H, 41st GA Infantry on March 4, 1862. April
6, 1862 was wounded in leg necessitating amputation at Corinth, MS. Discharged at Tupelo, MS June 15, 1862.
Hill, James H.- Private
Age 18. Enlisted at Bowdon, GA July 30, 1861 by Captain McDaniel. July 11, 1862 captured near Malvern Hill. Aug. 26, 1862 paroled and
discharged from Ft. Wool roll dated Hdqtrs 7th Army Corps, Ft Monroe, VA. May - June, 1864, absent. Aug. 16, 1864 captured at Front
Royal [Guard Hill], VA and sent to Elmira, NY prison. Died March 25, 1865. Grave #2464, Woodlawn National Cemetery, Elmira, NY.
Died of pneumonia.
Hill, J. W. - Private
Age 16. Enlisted at Bowdon, GA July 30, 1861 by Captain McDaniel. Nov.- Dec., 1861, present. Nov.-Dec., 1862, "Absent on furlough at
Bowdon". Nov., 1862, "Sick furlough - Bowdon". Sept. 14, 1862 wounded and captured at Crampton's Gap. Oct. 2, 1862 sent for exchange
from Ft. Delaware to Aikens Landing, VA. Exchanged Nov. 10, 1862. Third quarter, 1863 commutation of rations while sick furlough,
$9.90. April 10, 1864 and July – Aug., 1864, AWOL. Fouse: "Furloughed and never returned to company."
Hines, Edward H. - Private, Second Lieutenant 41st Georgia Infantry
Age 21. Enlisted at Bowdon, GA July 30, 1861 by Captain McDaniel. Student at Bowdon Academy. May 6 - June 1, Chimborazo Hospital,
"Debility". Nov.-Dec., 1861, present. June 23, 1862 discharged. First Lieutenant of 41st GA Infantry report states: "Edward Hines of the
Legion having been elected first Lieutenant of 41st GA Regiment applies for discharge from the Legion, June 28, 1862. Approved and
forwarded by order of Colonel Cobb". June 14, 1862 a letter from Colonel C. A. McDaniel, near Tupelo, MS, to Gene Cooper recommends
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Hine's promotion to First Lieutenant of Co. K due to "resignation of former occupant". "The Second Lieutenant refuses to be promoted and no
one comes to fill the post." Jan. 1, 1863 paid $86.00 for Aug. 31 to Oct. 8, 1862. Letters written certifying "pay due for that period as he was
'doubtless killed' in the battle near Perryville, KY. He was in that engagement and has not been heard from since." Letter from Captain I.
Bowen, “No one recognized him on the field.” May 3, 1864 his mother filed claim of deceased soldiers. Killed at Perryville, KY, Oct. 8,
1862. Lt. Hines was the brother of Charles McDaniel’s wife, Victoria, and was evidently living with the McDaniels and attending the college
in Bowdon when he enlisted.
Holloway, George. L. - Private
He was a 20-year-old farmer living with wife, Elizabeth(17), in the 11th District-Laurel Hill. Enlisted March 23, 1862 at Bowdon, GA by Lt.
Morris. Nov.-Dec., 1862, present. No other entries. Fouse's roster: "Killed at Gettysburg, July 2, 1863."
Hopkins, Willis - Private
Enlisted at Bowdon, GA July 30, 1861 by Captain McDaniel. He was a 41-year-old carpenter who lived in Bowdon Village with his wife,
Margaret(35), and children, Jackson(13), Sarah E.(11), Berry(9), Jane(7) & Julia(2). He was born in N.C. His personal estate was valued at
$50. Nov.-Dec., 1861, "Absent on detailed duty". Nov.-Dec., 1862, "Present, ambulance corps". Feb., 1862: "Carpenter in Yorktown". MayJune, 1864" "Absent in hospital". July –Aug., 1864, “absent, wounded on furlough in Bowdon".
Hutchins, Ellis A. - Private
Age 19. Enlisted March 23 1862 at Goldsboro, N. C. Died Sept. 15, 1862 of wounds suffered at Crampton's Gap, MD on Sept. 14, 1862.
Claim of deceased solders filed Nov. 4, 1862 by his widow, Missouri A. Hutchins
.
Hyde, John W. - Private
Enlisted Dec. 31, 1862 at Decatur, GA by Major Hardee. May-June, 1864, AWOL. Paid March 1 - April 30, 1863, $22.00. No further
records. His widow, Susan E. filed for and drew a pension in Coweta County.
Johnson, Marion F. - Private
He was very young, no more than 16, the son of William P. Johnson(43) a prominent farmer of the Bowdon District who had an estate valued
at $19,000 and personal value of $7,000 quite a large amount for this time. The elder Johnson was the owner of 35 slaves, the most of any
Carroll County family associated with Company B. Enlisted July 30, 1861 at Bowdon, GA by Captain McDaniel. Only entry was "Claim of
Deceased Soldiers". Died in Battle of South Mountain [Crampton's Gap, MD] Sept. 14, 1862. Claim filed by his father, William P. Johnson.
He left no wife or children. Fouse roster: "Killed at Crampton Gap, Sept. 14, 1862."
Johnson, Thomas - Private
He was an 18-year-old farmer living with his father, Archibald(45), a farmer in the 9th District-Bowdon, and mother, Matitha. Only entry was
Claim of Deceased Soldiers filed by his father, A. H. Johnson stating that he died in Maryland on Sept. 14, 1862 [Crampton's Gap]. Fouse
roster: "Killed at Crampton Gap Sept 14, 1862."
Jones, Daniel L. - Private, Third Lieutenant, Second Lieutenant
Enlisted at Bowdon, GA July 30, 1861 by Captain McDaniel. He was living at home, the 18-year-old Bowdon Village College student son of
Ed L. and Lucy Jones. His father was a carpenter with an estate valued at $700 and personal value of $4,650. Both parents born in S.C.
Nov.-Dec., 1861, "Absent on furlough at Bowdon expires Nov. 15." Captured at Crampton's Gap. Oct. 2, 1862 on roll of prisoners (as a
Private) at Fort Delaware. Sent to Aikens Landing, VA for exchange. Oct. 8, 1862 paid $119; pay $44, bounty $50, clothes $25. Suffered a
severe wound at Chancellorsville “in bowels.” July 27, 1863 promoted to 3rd Lieutenant, July 27, 1863. On roll, Jan., 1865 as "absent,
prisoner taken?". Aug., 1864, captured Guard Hill [Front Royal]. Oath of Allegiance at Ft. Delaware. Resident of Clayton County, GA.
"Complexion fair, eyes gray, hair light, 6ft." Released June 17, 1865.
Jones, John L. - Private, Corporal
Age 24. Enlisted at Bowdon, GA July 30, 1861 by Captain McDaniel. Nov.-Dec., 1862, "Absent,. Missing in Action, Crampton's Gap, MD,
Sept. 14, 1862.” Fouse roster: "Killed at Crampton Gap Sept.14 62." Register of claim of deceased soldiers filed by his father, John H. Jones,
March 28, 1864.
Kidd, A. B. - Private
Nov.-Dec., 1862: Assigned to this Company and immediately transferred to Georgia Conscript. Transferred to 16th Regiment Georgia
Volunteers on Nov. 26, 1862. No further records.
King, Edmund W. - Private
Enlisted Nov. 12, 1862 at Decatur, GA by Major Hardee. He was an 18-year-old living at home with his farmer parents, C. W.(56) and Sinah
C.(56), in the 11th District Laurel Hill. The elder King is listed as the owner of 1 slave. Died of disease, Rubeola, Feb. 27, 1863 at
Chimborazo Hospital. Fouse roster: "Died at Richmond Jan. 27, 1863." Amount of money left $2.50. Claim filed by his mother, Mrs.
Seany(?) King.
King, John W. -1st Sgt., Third Lieutenant, 2nd Lieut.-Captain
Enlisted at Bowdon, GA August 27, 1861. Nov.- Dec., 1861, present. Nov.-Dec., 1862, present. May-June, 1864, present. July-Aug., 1864,
present. Prisoner of war Sailor’s Creek, VA April 6, 1865. "Complexion dark, eyes gray, hair dark, 5 ft 9 in." Oath of allegiance at Newport
News June 25, 1865. Pension information: John W. King, born June 20, 1837 [24 years-old at enlistment]. On application dated March 16,
1899 he states he was appointed Captain of Company D, Third Battalion, Georgia Sharpshooters in May, 1863 until close of war. Released
from Fort Delaware in June, 1865. His application based on "infirmity and poverty". He became disabled in 1897, rupture, chronic disease of
kidneys. Owned no property and had no income. Received indigent pension in 1892 - 1896+. In 1903 he is sixty-five years old (born 1837)
Post-war work saw milling when able. Died May 10, 1914. Drew pension at least in 1910 probably until death. Another application states
that he was captured on the retreat from Richmond, probably Saylor’s Creek, and was a prisoner at Newport News, VA. On Bowdon list of
registered voters in 1867 - 1868. In 1910 his pension was $60.00 per annum. At death, he had 31 ¼ acres of land valued at $1,000, one horse
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($40), one cow ($25), one hog ($20), farming tools ($5), kitchen and household furniture ($5). His widow, Brazilian E. Beck, married King
on April 17, 1869. She was put on pension in 1910. She was seventy-four in 1914. He is buried in the Pleasant Grove Cemetery, Carroll Co..
King, J. N.
Enlisted at Bowdon on July 30, 1861 by Captain McDaniel. He was a 25-year-old carpenter living in Bowdon Village. Recommended for Lt.
in 1863 to Phillip's Legion and 16th Ga. Regiment, Infantry. On roll of prisoners captured at Front Royal/Guard Hill, Va. on Aug. 16, 1864.
Sent to Ft. Delaware Aug. 27, 1864. Was on the Bowdon voter list in 1887-88. Drew pension 1900- 1906, was in Disabled Soldiers Home on
Aug. 10, 1890 in Atlanta. Buried in the Mount Zion Cemetery, Carroll Co. Fouse has this man on his roster with no notation.
Loveless, Samuel S.
He was a 26-year-old boot & shoe maker living in Bowdon with wife, Molly C.. States that he was born in S.C. Enlisted July 10, 1862, In
1862 employed on special duty in Richmond as shoe maker. June 6, 1863 was paid $50 bounty. Feb. 19, 1863 paid $3.60 for mak ing twelve
pairs of shoes. April 23, 1864 was paid $26.25 for making seventy-five pairs of shoes at $0.65 each. July-Aug., 1864 on detailed service at
Augusta, GA as shoe maker. Not listed as a resident of Bowdon in 1870.
Mabray, Charles - Private
Enlisted at Bowdon, GA July 30, 1861 by Captain McDaniel. He was a 25-year-old farmer from the Kansas community. He was living at
home with parents, B. M.(67) and Catherine(66) who were both born in N.C.. The elder Mabry is listed with an estate value of $5,000 and
personal value of $12,650 a goodly amount for this time. He is also listed as owning 17 slaves. As in other cases we don't know how many of
these slaves were adults. Probably a considerable number were children as large slave families were encouraged. Nov.-Dec., 1861, present.
Killed in Action at Battle of Crampton's Gap, MD on Sept. 14, 1862. Claim of deceased soldiers filed Sept. 9, 1863 by his widow (mother ?),
Catherine Mabray.
McBurnett, Joshua M. - Private
Enlisted at Bowdon, GA July 30,1861 by Captain McDaniel. He was a 18-year-old farmer living with his parents, Nicholas(56), and
Lucinda(48) in the 9th District-Bowdon. Nick was a successful farmer owning two slaves. Nov.-Dec., 1861, present. July 30, 1863 was in
Hospital #27 in Richmond. Register of deceased soldiers, date of death July 30, 1863, Richmond. Claim filed by his father, Nicolas
McBurnett. No wife or children. Fouse: "Died in 1863 at Richmond from wounds at Chancellorsville." He was the brother of Thomas
McBurnett.
McBurnett, Thomas M.--Private
Enlisted at Bowdon by Captain McDaniel on July 30, 1861. He was a 20-year-old farmer living at home. Nov.-Dec.,'61, present. Fouse:
"Died Aug. 1 '62 near Richmond, VA." Claim of deceased soldiers Claim filed by his father, Nicolas McBurnett. He was the brother of
Joshua M.
McRight, J. S. (McWright?, McCreight?) - Private (Fouse roster as McRight)
Age 19. Enlisted at Bowdon, GA July 30, 1861 by Captain McDaniel. Nov.-Dec., 1861, present. Nov.-Dec., 1862: "Absent on furlough at
Bowdon". Transferred to the brigade’s 3 rd Georgia Sharpshooters, Co. C. Wounded in left thigh and hip. (Where and when ?) No further
records. Living in 1910. Ella Barrow, widow of Wm. H. C. Barrow, applied for pension after William's death in 1901. On application, J. S.
"McCreight" swore he was in same company as William Barrow. James S. "McRight" was on list of registered voters in Bowdon in 1867 1868. He drew a pension at least through 1905-11, living in Bowdon in 1921. In his application for a pension, J. S. “McWright” states that he
transferred from Co. B to Co. E, Third Georgia Sharpshooteers. (Fouse's roster: "Transferred to SS Battalion June 8,1863." ). That he was a
farmer and saw miller after the war. Currently owned no property as the sheriff had sold his home in May, 1901. That he was born in Butts
Co., GA in February, 1842.
McCorkie, Matthias A. - Private
Enlisted August 27, 1861 at Bowdon, GA. Nov.-Dec., 1861, "Absent at Bowdon on furlough". Nov., 1862, "Absent on furlough at Bowdon".
May, June, July & Aug., 1864, AWOL. Fouse: "Sick leave granted and never returned."
McDaniel, Charles A. - Captain, (Colonel 41st Georgia)
Enlisted July 30, 1861 at Bowdon, GA. Organizer and first Captain of Company B, Cobb's Legion Infantry. Aug., 1861 stationed near Race
Track [Richmond]. Dec., 1861, regimental return of Cobb's Legion, he was present. Jan., 1862, absent. Ordered to Richmond by Colonel
Cobb. Feb., 1862: "Absent on recruiting service". Resigned from the "Legion" April 16, 1862. Commissioned Colonel of 41st Georgia
Infantry on March 14, 1862 (successor was William W. McDaniel). Sept. 26-30, 1861 stationed at, or near, Yorktown, VA. Requisitioned
wood for unit "For Captain, 3/8 cord; for Sabalterns(3), 3/4 cord; for NCO and Privates, 4 1/8 cords". Oct. 9, 1861 he requisitioned 33 guns,
23 haversacks, one knapsack. Oct. 3, 1861, stationed at Camp Marion near Yorktown he requisitioned to build quarters two handsaws, six
augers and handles, two trowels, one frow(?), one foot acyld(?), two drawing knives, four wedges, three pair hinges, one broad ax. Oct. 8,
1862 wounded at Perryville, KY. Died from leg wound in General Hospital Harrodsburg, KY on Oct. 18, 1862. Was buried in Kentucky and
re-interred at Bowdon Methodist Protestant Cemetery in 1871. Born Nov. 27, 1830 in DeKalb County, GA. Graduated from Emory College
at Oxford, GA. Came to Bowdon in 1855 as instructor in Bowdon Academy and Pastor of Methodist Protestant Church. Was the President of
Bowdon Collegiate Institute and was listed as the owner of two slaves in 1860. His widow, Victoria H. McDaniel, drew a pension in Fulton
Co. J. J. Gamble and J. A. Fullerlove certified that they were members of Col. McDaniel’s regiment and that they knew Mrs. McDaniel. She
testified that, “ She is the widow of Charles McDaniel and the mother of his 3 children. She remarried to S. J. Brown on May 4, 1873. This
union was an unfortunate one, they lived together for a very short time and in 1876, she was granted a total divorce and her name McDaniel
restored. Since then she has lived with her children.”
McDaniel John C. - Private
Eighteen-year-old younger brother of William (Bill) Walker McDaniel, the Captain of the Company and nephew of Charles McDaniel.
Recruit of Jan. 1, 1863. Once when Captain Bill was home on leave, young John insisted on returning to Virginia with him as a member of
Company B. Mortally wounded at Chancellorsville on May 3, 1863. His body was moved to the Columbia Cemetery near Abbeville, Alabama
where he is buried alongside his mother and father. Some say that the marker in the Columbia, Alabama cemetery is only a memorial marker
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and the body is not there. His father was a wealthy planter and possible had the body shipped home. John died in a hospital in Richmond.
Possibly was a student at Bowdon College with his brother as he would have been sixteen years old at the beginning of the war. No records on
this man have been found.
McDaniel, William (Bill) Walker - First Lieutenant, Captain, Major of Cobb’s Legion
Enlisted July 30, 1861 at Bowdon, GA by Captain McDaniel. He was a senior, graduating from Bowdon College in May, 1861 and he was the
only one of the seven May 24, 1861 graduating seniors to join Company B which was recruited by his uncle Charles McDaniel, President or
the College. He was from Texasville, Alabama and a nephew of Captain Charles McDaniel. Nov., 1861, absent in Alabama on furlough
commencing Nov. 20. July, 1862, he was First Lieutenant at Camp Marion and was promoted to Captain. His successor as First Lieutenant
was Second Lieutenant J. C. Morris. Card shows requisition near Yorktown Nov. 28, 1861 for two kegs nails. Dec., 1861 shows a requisition
for straw, twelve pounds per man times eighty-nine men or 1,068 pounds. Was wounded in the knee at Crampton’s Gap and on wounded
leave in Nov., 1862, absent on "sick" for thirty days. Promoted to Major of Cobb's Legion from May 12, 1864 and signed by J. A. Seddon,
Secretary of War, Feb. 24, 1864. May - June, 1864, absent. Wounded near New Market, VA on May 1, 1864(?). "Should be retired. In
hospital". Report dated Dec. 28, 1864, ”Has applied for retirement, now in Texasville, AL.” Feb., 1865: "Disease Vulnus Sclopeticum left
leg, thigh, hip. Unable “to walk or ride.". March, 1865 entry: "There is now no Captain". Was Conscript Officer in Alabama in 1865.
General Wofford to General S. Cooper June 27, 1864: "The promotion of Captain W. W. McDaniel, Senior Captain of the Cobb's Legion
infantry to the rank of Major to fill the vacancy caused by the death of Major W. D. Connors who was killed in the Battle of Spotsylvania
Court House on the 13th of May last. Very respectfully yours, W. M. Wofford Brig. Gen.". (This is the only copy of anything written by
General Wofford that I have.) Jan. 1, 1865: absent in hospital, sick. Retired Feb. 24, 1865. Above date of wounding may not be correct. He
was also seriously wounded in left leg at Chancellorsville in May, 1863. Married Frances ("Fannie") Creel. Died July 10, 1892 in Henry
County, Alabama and is buried in the Clopton Methodist Church Cemetery near Texasville. Was the brother of John C..
Meadow, C. B., Private
Age 40. Enlisted March 1, 1862 at Newnan, GA. Mortally wounded at Battle of Crampton's Gap, MD Sept. 14, 1862. Died Sept. 18, 1862.
Fouse: "Killed at Crampton Gap." Probably in hands of the enemy? Jonah Meadows filed death claim Feb., 1863.
Miles, John M.- Private
Enlisted at Columbus, GA on July 10, 1862 by Major Dunwoody. He was a 28-year-old farmer who had married in 1851 and the father of
several children. Listed among unwounded prisoners of VI Army Corps taken at Crampton's Gap, MD on Sept. 14, 1862. Sent from Fort
Delaware for exchange. Killed in Action May 3, 1863 at Battle of Chancellorsville. Fouse: "Killed at Chancellorsville, May 3, 1863." In his
widow’s pension application, Corporal Wm. B. Stephenson of Co. B, states that he saw Miles killed at Chancellorsville on May 3, 1863. T. B.
Carden states that he was detailed to cook for the company that day and that Miles was buried on the battlefield. His widow, Sarah, drew
pension in Carroll County at least during the years of 1898-1910. They were married in 1851. Memorial marker in Pleasant Grove Cem.,
Carroll Co..
Morris, George Glenn. - Private
Enlisted March 23, 1862 at Goldsboro, N. C. Lt. J. C. Morris. Discharged for disability July 12, 1862. Joined Company A, Georgia State
Troops. Born in DeKalb County, GA, twenty-one years of age, "5ft, 4 in, blue eyes, auburn hair, occupation - farmer". On list of registered
voters in Bowdon in 1867 - 1868. Born 20 Sept. 1840-Died 20 Oct,1906. His widow drew a pension in Fulton County. Brother of William
Franklin. He was a mechanic and watch maker.
Morris, James C- - Second Lieutenant (First Lieutenant)
Enlisted at Bowdon, GA on July 30, 1861 by Captain McDaniel. He was a 22-year-old farmer living in Bowdon Village with wife, Sarah(20),
daughter, Sarah(3), and son, Charles(2). Owned his farm. Was the 2nd Lt. and one the original officers of Company B. Attended Bowdon
Collegiate before the war. He succeeded William W. McDaniel as First Lieutenant March, 1862. Resigned April 22, 1862. Jan.-Feb., 1862,
on sick furlough from Camp Marion (Yorktown). July 30, 1862, First Lieutenant of 41st GA Infantry. On roll of Dec., 1863 showing him
present. No later records. We show that he was in Bowdon March, 1862 recruiting (see G. G. and James M. Morris);
Morris, James M. --Private
Enlisted March 23, 1862 at Bowdon, GA by Lt. J. C. Morris. Sept. 25, 1662, typhoid fever at Chimborazo Hospital. Transferred to ? Natural
Springs (Hegenot Springs?) on Nov. 30. Entry states; "Captured Sept. 23 ? near Meadison(?) Court House. Prisoner of war". No record of
when or where he was captured, held prisoner and exchanged(?) if indeed he was captured. Fouse: "Killed in action in Battle of
Chancellorsville on May 3, 1863, wounded over eye". Death claim filed by his father, John T. Morris.
Morris, James W. --Private
Age 19. April, 1863, General Hospital, Richmond. Wounded slight in hip at Chancellorsville on May 3, 1863. May - June, 1864, "AWOL
since Feb. 6, 1864". Listed on Prisoner of War Roll, General M. H. Chrysler at Talladega, AL June 20, 1865. Paroled May 24, 1865 at
Talladega. There is a James Morris buried at Union Camp Ground, Carroll Co. with birth & death listed as 4/5/33-3/7/14 (?). On Fouse roster
but no notation
Morris, Thomas Jefferson (Or J. T. ?) - Private
Enlisted March 10, 1863 at Fredericksburg, VA. File dated May 15, 1863 states that he was mortally wounded in Battle of Chancellorsville
and died of wounds at General Hospital No. 1 on May 9, 1863. Wounded severely in the mouth, May 3, 1863 . His widow, Susan R. Morris
filed death claim. Buried at Hollywood Cemetery, Richmond. Thomas Jefferson Morris of Bowdon is listed as owning 1 slave.
Morris, William Franklin. - Private, 3rd Corporal, 2nd Corporal, 3rd Sergeant
Age 17. Enlisted at Bowdon, GA on July 30, 1861 (probably August). Present, Nov.-Dec., 1861. May 5, 1862 in General Hospital No 18 with
pneumonia. Sent to Lynchburg, VA. May-June, 1864, present. Captured at Sailor’s Creek on April 6, 1865 and took oath of allegiance.
"Complexion fair, 5ft, 9in." Born June7, 1843-Died Sept. 3, 1914-Buried Bowdon Methodist Protestant Church Cemetery. He was a mill
right and farmer. Had the tip of a finger shot off at Knoxville. Brother of George Glenn Morris.
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Morris, W. (William ?) T. - 4th Corporal, 2nd Corporal, Sergeant
He was a 26-year-old carpenter living in Bowdon Village with wife, Mary(19), son, James E.(3), and daughter Martha J.(2). Enlisted in 41st
GA at Carrollton, GA on May 5, 1862 by Captain ? Enlisted in Company D, 3rd GA Reg State Troops on Oct. 13, 1861. Mustered out at
Savannah on April 20, 1862. Enlisted as Private, Company B, 56 GA Infantry on May 5, 1862. Captured at Vicksburg, MS on July 4, 1863
and paroled there July 8. Transferred to Company B, Cobb's Legion Infantry in July, 1864. Captured at Sailor’s Creek, VA April 6, 1865.
Released at Newport News, VA on June 25, 1865. This man served in three of the Bowdon companies.
Note: There were seven Morris men who served in Company B. It would be of great interest to know if and how they were related.
Neill, James A. Private Note: All three Neills could be spelled “Neil” (?)
No archives records on this man. He was a 35-year-old married to Risday(?) Pennington. Filed for a pension in Coweta County. One of three
brothers in Company B. He is not of Fouse's roster roll. Other two brothers are on his roll.
Neill, Josiah Sorrell Private
Enlisted December 12, 1862 by Major Hardee. He is listed on a roll dated 12 Dec.,1862 as a member of Cobb’s Legion, Company B. Born
March, 1840—Died May, 1903. Buried at Bethel Methodist Church in Coweta County, Ga. Married Julia Entrekin. They both drew
pensions in Coweta County.
Neill, John Vining - Private
Enlisted Dec. 12, 1862 at Decatur, GA by Major Hardee. April 14, 1863 in General Hospital No. 9. Transferred to Chimborazo #2. Died at
Chimborazo #2 on April 29, 1863. Death claim filed by his mother, Resphah(?) Neill. Inventory of effects, "$17.50, one watch". No record
of cause of this man's death; disease or wounds(?). John was not married.
Newton, William W. - Private
Age 17. Enlisted at Bowdon, GA on July 30, 1861 by Captain McDaniel. Nov.-Dec., 1861, present. Dec., 1861, "Extra duty for the staff".
No further records or pension records. Fouse: "Transferred to SS Batl. June 8, '63."
Nolan, James - Private
Age 33. Enlisted March 23, 1862 at Bowdon, GA by Lt. Morris. Nov. – Dec., 1862: "In Maryland with his leg off above the knee." From
wounds received in Battle of Crampton's Gap on Sept. 14, 1862. "Wounds thigh". Nov.-Dec., 1862: wounded in Maryland. May - June,
1864, absent, wounded furlough, leg amputated. Listed on prisoners of war forwarded to Baltimore, MD on Dec. 24, 1862 and sent to Fortress
Monroe on Dec. 29, 1862. Fouse: "Wounded at Crampton Gap, leg amputated."
Parker, James - Private
Age 50. Fouse has him at age 50 on his roster sheet. Enlisted Aug. 27, 1861. James(48), and Mary(46) in the 9th District. Admitted to
Winder Hospital, Richmond, Sept. 25 – Dec. 3, 1862. Nov.-Dec., 1862 on furlough at Bowdon. Jan., 1862, Camp Marion and furloughed for
twenty-five days. Transferred to Company B, 56th Georgia Infantry in 1863. Captured at Vicksburg on July 4, 1863 and paroled there July 8.
Captured near Atlanta on July 22, 1864. Transferred from Cap Chase, OH to City Point, VA for exchange on March 4, 1865. Received at
Boulware and Cox's Wharves, James River, March 10-11, 1865. In First Division Hospital, Richmond, March 16, 1865.
Parker, William M. - Private
Age 24. Enlisted at Bowdon, GA on July 30, 1861 by Captain McDaniel. Nov.-Dec., 1861, present. Nov.-Dec., 1862: absent, wounded and
in Richmond. Sept., 1862, on list of wounded prisoners captured at Crampton's Gap, MD on Sept. 14, 1862. In U.S. Field Hospital,
Burkittsville, MD. Wounded "Hip - Severe". Paroled (no dates given). Feb. 21, 1863 transferred to Chimborazo Hospital. Returned to duty
Feb. 28, 1863. Commutation of rations while on leave: $7.92. Paid $44.00 for April 30 – Aug. 31, 1863. No further records. Fouse states,
"Died at Bowdon, Ga.."
Payne, Joseph - Private
Enlisted at Bowdon, GA Aug. 27, 1861. He was a 21-year-old farmer living with his parents, Alex(62), and Sarah(49) Pain in the 11th
District Laurel Hill. Fouse's roster roll has him, "Died Oct 2, 1861." Another record shows Joseph Payne as a member of Company I, 10th
Georgia Infantry, we believe he was a member of Company B, Cobb's Legion at the time he was killed at Salem Church on May 3, 1863(?).
Powledge, Gideon - Private
Enlisted at Bowdon, GA on July 30, 1861 by Captain McDaniel. He was a 30-year-old carriage maker living in Bowdon Village with his wife,
Louisa(28), and children, John W.(8), Lucy(7), ;Mary S.(5), & Martha T.(2). He is listed as having a personal value of $150. Nov.-Dec.,
1861, "Absent on detached service". Dec. 10, 1861 was detached as guard at Chachleton [Cockletown]. Nov.-Dec., 1862, "Absent on
furlough at Bowdon". Register of sick or wounded prisoners taken July 1, 2 & 3, 1863 at Gettysburg. In hospital, "Foot severe". Aug. 10,
1863 in Seminary Hospital at Gettysburg; "left foot - slight", captured July 4. Aug. 31, 1863 in Jackson Hospital in Richmond, "left foot mini
ball". Oct. 3, 1863 furloughed for thirty days. May-June, 1864, "Absent, in hospital". Sept. 24, 1864 in Jackson Hospital, Richmond.
Returned to duty Oct. 29, 1864, ”’?’ left hand". Returned to duty Nov., 1864. Most probably wounded during Valley Campaign of 1864.
Clothing, Dec. 14, 1864 at General Hospital, Staunton, VA. On register of Invalid Corps. Date of retirement, "Nov. 10, 1864, now at
Greenville, GA military location 'Comdt. of Post’,". He is not listed in the Carroll Co. census of 1870.
Rice, Thomas F. - Private
Enlisted Aug. 27, 1861. T. E. Rice was a 32-year-old farmer of the Bowdon District. Wife, Lucinda(31),and children, Augusta A.(12),
William E.(11), John W.(9), Edmund P.(6), & James W.(3). Nov.-Dec., 1961, present. Nov.-Dec., 1962, "Absent, sick in hospital in
Richmond". Paid July 7, 1863; $22.00 from March 1 - June 30, 1863. Paid Sept. 1-Dec. 31, 1863, $44.00. March 14, 1864 in C.S.A.
General Hospital, Danville, VA: "conjunctivitis". May-Aug., ? AWOL. Captured at Sailor’s Creek, VA on April 6, 1865. Roll of prisoners at
Newport News, VA and given oath of allegiance on June 25, 1865.
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Roberts, James M. - Private
Age 25. Enlisted July 30, 1861 at Bowdon, GA by Captain McDaniel. Nov.-Dec., 1861, "Present on extra duty as ambulance driver". Nov.,
1862: "Ambulance driver". Wounded slightly in ankle at Chancellorsville. July 17, 1863, admitted to Chimborazo Hospital. Furloughed July
31, 1863. Lost eye at Gettysburg. May-Aug., 1864: "Absent in hospital". Nov., 1864, present. Jan. 28, 1865 in Okmulgee Hospital, Macon,
GA: "Facial ? of July 7, right". (?). A James Roberts is listed as owning 1 slave in Carroll Co. Fouse: "Lost eye at Gettysburg."
Robertson, Francis M. - Private
Age 19. Enlisted at Bowdon, GA on July 30, 1861 by Captain McDaniel. Only one card for this man. It shows Company B, Cobb's Legion.
No further service or pension records. Fouse: "Furloughed and never returned."
Ross, Federick E. - 3rd Lieutenant, 2nd Lieutenant, lst Lieutenant
Age 18. Enlisted at Bowdon, GA on July 30, 1861 by Captain McDaniel. One of the original officers of Company B. Nov. – Dec., 1861,
present. Aug. 5, 1861 elected First Lieutenant. His successor was G. S. Fletcher(?). [This was Robert S. Fletcher]. One entry state:
"Promoted to Captain Co. ?, 3rd Battalion, Georgia Sharpshooters". March 17, 1862, assigned First Lieutenant; successor was Ephrian D.
Fouse. [Author’s Note: both Fletcher and Fouse were promoted, possibly Fletcher was made 2nd Lt. successor to Fouse]. Wounded at
Crampton’s Gap. Killed in action on May 3, 1863 at Chancellorsville. Entry states: "There is now no lst Lt. in Co. B".
Seigler, John G. - Private
Age 21. Enlisted at Bowdon on July 31, 1861. Nov. – Dec., 1861, present. Nov.-Dec., 1862, "Absent on furlough at Bowdon". Sept. 25,
1862 admitted to General Hospital, Camp Winder, Richmond, "Rheumatism". Paid Nov. 21, 1862 for 122 days at $15.00/day: $70 .26(?).
July 15, 1863 admitted to General Hospital, Farmville, VA and returned to duty Sept. 12, 1862 for "Rheumatism". May – Aug., 1864,
"AWOL". Fouse: "Furloughed and never returned."
Shelnut, Bryant A. - Private
Enlisted July 30, 1861 at Bowdon, GA by Captain McDaniel. He was a 20-year-old student living at home in Bowdon Village with parents,
Nathaniel & Lucy Shelnut and 7 siblings. Nov.-Dec., 1861, present. On Register of Deceased Soldiers. Died April 29, 1862 at
Williamsburg, VA. hospital. Claim filed by his father, N. Shelnut, Aug. 8, 1862. Amount due $114.60. No wife or children. Died of
disease(?). He was the brother of William C. of Company B.
Shelnut, William C. – Private, Corporal
Enlisted at Bowdon, GA on July 30, 1861 by Captain McDaniel. He was an 18-year-old student living in Bowdon Village with parents,
Nathaniel and Lucy and 7 siblings. He was the brother of Bryant A., Their father was a Bowdon merchant. Nov.-Dec., 1861, present. Nov.Dec., 1862, present. Admitted to Wayside Hospital on May 4, 1863 or General Hospital No. 8, Richmond severe wound thigh. Disposition,
Howard Grove Hospital: "VUL Selept left thigh". Admitted May 9, furloughed July 8, 1863. May-June, 1864, present. Retired July 26,
1864. Attended Bowdon College after the war on the "GI Bill". Was on Bowdon's list of registered voters in 1867 - 1868. Drew a pension in
Carroll County.
Slowman, Robert G. W. Private, Sergeant
Age 37. Enlisted at Bowdon, GA on July 30, 1861 by Captain McDaniel. Nov.-Dec., 1861 present. Sept. 14, 1862, "Killed in Action" at
Crampton's Gap; shot through the head. Claim of Deceased Soldiers from GA which was filed for settlement in the Office of Confederate
States Auditor for the War Department. Filed by Lucretia Slowman, wife, Dec. 15, 1862. Pay from April 30 to Sept. 14, 1862: $124.93. Pvt.
Slowman was born ca 1825 and thus was about 36 years old when he enlisted. He was a farmer, married Lucretia Wiggins in 1849 in Newton
County, Ga. They had four children: George(9), John(7), Jesse(5) and Sarah(1) in 1860. Lucretia drew a pension in Polk County.
Smith, Joseph - Private
Enlisted at Bowdon, GA on July 30, 1861 by Captain McDaniel. Believe he was a 26-year-old farm laborer? Nov. –Dec., 1861 present.
Nov.-Dec., 1862 present. April 21, 1862 was in General Hospital No. 21; "Rheumatism". Transferred to Petersburg. Admitted to
Buchanon(?), April 12, 1862. May-June, 1864, absent, AWOL since Dec. 12, 1863". Jan. 5, 1864, Prisoner of War, Dept. of the Cumberland,
captured near Knoxville, TN. Forwarded to Louisville, KY for exchange. Sent to Rock Island, IL. Joseph Smith is shown in 1870 as 37 years
old, wife, Sarah(20) and works farm. Fouse: " No fighter, reported as deserter."
Smith, William R. - Private
Enlisted at Bowdon, GA on July 30, 1861 by Captain McDaniel. Died at Williamsburg, VA, Dec. 26, 1861, in hospital. Claim filed by
Martha L. Smith, widow. Amount found due: $50.00. Died of disease(?). He was returned to Carroll County for burial. We are unable to
locate his grave site.
Spencer, Patrick J. - Private
Enlisted at Goldsboro, NC March 23, 1862 by Lt. Morris. He was a 25-year-old carriage maker of Bowdon Village. Wife, Mary and
daughter, Emma(2). Sept. 25, 1862 in General Hospital, Camp Windor, Richmond. Returned to duty Aug. 5. Nov.-Dec., 1862, "Absent in
Richmond, VA". Dec. 16, 1862: CSA General Hospital, Danville, VA. Complaint: "Vulnus Scolopet". Returned to duty June 17, 1863.
[Wounded at Crampton's Gap(?)] On roll July – Aug., 1864 as "absent without leave since May 6, 1864". No date. Roll of Prisoners of War,
Winchester, VA sent to Camp Chase. Captured July 21, 1864; "desires to take oath". No date, Camp Chace, OH; "Enlisted in ? , April 22,
1865." July 24, 1864, on list of prisoners at Wheeling, VA [now West VA]. "Age 29, height 5ft, 10in, complexion dark, eyes dark,
occupation wagon maker". Was in 2nd Div. General Hospital, Camp Winder, Feb. and April 2, 1863. Returned to duty Sept. 14, 1863. The
1870 census shows Mary living in Bowdon with children, Emma(12), Thomas(9), Charles(4) & William(1) Patrick is not listed as living in
the household. Fouse: Calls him a deserter.
Spruill, James M. - Private
Age 21. Enlisted July 30, 1861 at Bowdon, GA by Captain McDaniel. Appears as J. M. Sprewl, J. M. Sproull, James M. Spruill, Jas M.
Sprewll, Jas M. Spruille. Died May 14, 1863. Appears on rolls after Dec., 1862. Gabriel Spruill, father, presented claim. Left no wife or
children. Mortally wounded in Battle of Chancellorsville fought May 1-4 where the Legion was heavily engaged with severe losses. Severe
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wound in breast. James Spruill had four brothers in Co. C, 56th GA. Only one survived the war. Gabriel Spruill had four sons lost in the war;
one of whom, Zach Spruill, was the great grandfather of the author's wife, Bonnie Spruill Barrow.
Stephenson, John W. - Private
Enlisted at Bowdon, GA on July 30, 1861 by Captain McDaniel. He was a 21-year-old farmer from the Bowdon District. Son of A. F.
Stephenson(39) and Elizabeth(37). Nov.-Dec., 1861, present. Nov.-Dec., 1862: "Absent on furlough at Bowdon". Nov.-Dec., 1862 another
entry states; "Absent,. Wounded in Action on furlough, Bowdon". Newman, GA., Nov., 1862, "Wounded, time and location not known.
“Wounded just below left knee, Crampton's Gap being broken". Was at home for about two years then transferred to Co. K, Cobb’s Legion
Cavalry (another card says to the 16th GA Inf.) on March 16, 1864. Stated that his unit was disbanded [Captured ?] near Christenburg, VA
on April 12, 1865. The 1870 census shows him living with James Meadows and as working farm. Pension records: "Shot through left knee
cap a bone being broken which disabled me from further action". Widow filed for pension Jan. 30, 1915 in Carroll Co. Stephenson was living
in Carroll County in 1910 and drawing a pension there.
Stephenson, William B. - Private, Corporal
Enlisted at Bowdon, GA on July 30, 1861 by Captain McDaniel. He was a 22-year-old farmer living with his mother, Elvira(44), in the
Bowdon District. Elvira had 8 children, an estate valued at $3,000 and a personal value of $400 and owning 3 slaves. Nov.-Dec., 1861,
present. Nov.-Dec., 1862, present. Aug. 30, 1863 General Hospital No 16, Richmond. June 5, 1863 at Chimborazo Hospital: "Disease VSS
Leg", age twenty-four, wounded May 3, 1863 at Chancellorsville. Occupation farmer. Transferred to Danville. July 12, 1863 CSA General
Hospital, Danville, VA, complaint: "Vuluces Sclopet". Furloughed July 12, 1863. May-June, 1864, present. July-Aug., 1864, promoted to
corporal Aug. 1, 1864. List of prisoners of war taken at Sailor’s Creek, VA, April 6, 1865. Oath of Allegiance at Newport News, VA on June
25, 1865. Registered voter in Bowdon in 1867-1868. Living and drawing a pension in 1910, Carroll County, GA. Attended Bowdon College
after the war on the "GI Bill". Buried Methodist Church Cemetery in Bowdon. July 6, 1839—May 2, 1916. The 1870 census shows him as a
31-years-old farmer with wife, Elizabeth and son, John(11 mos.) Mother, Elvira lives on adjoining lot with 5 of her children and 1 domestic
servant [her former slave ?]. Wife Elvira living in Carrollton in 1921.
Sutton, Edmund - Private
Age 20. Records show he enlisted at Bowdon, Aug. 27, 1861. Nov.-Dec., 1861, present. Nov. – Dec., 1862, "Absent. Teamster". July , 1862
roll on extra duty as Teamster. May-June, 1864, present. July – Aug., 1864, present. Roll of Prisoners of War, captured at Sailor’s Creek,
VA, April 6, 1865. Oath of Allegiance at Newport News, VA June 25, 1865. Resides Carroll County, GA. "Complexion dark, eyes blue, hair
black, 5ft 9in."
Thomas, Henry J. - Private
Age 20. Enlisted at Bowdon, GA on July 30, 1861 by Captain McDaniel. Nov. – Dec., 1861, present. Nov.-Dec., 1862, present. May ?, 1863
he appears on roll of General Hospital No. 9, Richmond. Died May 21, 1863 at General Hospital, Howard Grove, Richmond, "GSW and
nervous prostration. Disease: Vulva Selot left foot ?." Wounded severe in foot at Chancellorsville. Claim presented by his father,
Washington Thomas. Left no wife or children. Mortally wounded at Battle of Chancellorsville, May 2-4, 1864.
Thornton, George H. - Private
Enlisted at Bowdon, GA on July 30, 1861 by Captain McDaniel. A 21-year-old farm boy. Nov.-Dec., 1861, present. Nov.-Dec., 1862,
"Absent, Missing in Action at Crampton's Gap, MD on Sept. 14, 1862.” Sept. 26, 1862 on List of Wounded Prisoners paroled after Battle of
Crampton's Gap by Order of General Franklin. "Wounded Hip - Dangerously", US Field Hospital, Burkittsville, MD. Undated, on list of
wounded prisoners who died in hospital at Burkittsville, MD and were buried there by order of Asst. Surgeon H. A. Dubois. Claim filed Feb.
27, 1863 by David Thornton, father. Left no wife or children. Brother of John & James Thornton. Remains moved to Confederate Cem. at
Hagerstown, MD. after the war, unmarked grave.
Thornton, John F.- Private
Enlisted March 4, 1864 at Newnan, GA by Colonel Griffin (another card states March 15 [63 ?] at Greenville, TN). Was around 18 years old
(b.1846) at time of enlistment. May-June, 1864, present. July-Aug., 1864, present. Aug. 25, 1864 was paid $22.00. Aug. 8 and 26, 1864 at
Jackson Hospital, Richmond. Disease: "Hemoptsis". Returned to duty Aug. 26. Oct. 23, 1864: CSA General Hospital, Charlottesville, VA;
"diarrhea chronic"; returned to duty. Pension application states he surrendered at Appomattox. Pension paid 1909-1911. Born 1846 in Troup
County, GA. Living in 1910 in Carroll County. No date: Report of Prisoners of War belonging to the Army of Northern Virginia surrendered
by General Robert E. Lee commanding said Army, to Lt. Gen. U. S. Grant commanding Army of the United States. Done at Appomattox
Court House, VA on April 9. 1865. He, along with brother James, were two of the four Company B men who surrendered with General Lee at
Appomattox. Why these men were not with their unit which was captured at Sailor’s Creek on May 6 is not known. They possibly could have
escaped after being surrounded by Federal infantry and cavalry, or they could have been on detached duty maybe with the wagon train,
hospital or straggling. George, John and James Thornton were brothers.
Thornton, James Mulder. - Private, Corporal
Enlisted at Bowdon, GA on July 30, 1861 by Captain McDaniel. He attended Bowdon Collegiate Institute before the war. He was a 18 or
19year-old (b. 1842) farmer of the Bowdon District, the son of David William & Mary E. Edwards Thornton, farmers, both born in S.C..
Nov.-Dec., 1861 and Nov.-Dec., 1862, present. May-June, 1864 and July-Aug., 1864, present. Surrendered at Appomattox Courthouse on
April 9, 1865. Same notation as for John F. Thornton on surrendering. Attended Bowdon College after the war on the "GI Bill". Married in
Bowdon in 1867. The 1870 census shows him as 28 years old, works farm, wife Matilda(21), and daughter Gertrude(1). Later moved to Texas
and is buried there. Brother of George & John. Only NCO of Company B surrendered at Appomattox and no Company B commissioned
officers were present. Moved to Texas after the war.
Thurman, Richard Frank. – Private.
Enlisted in Co. B at Bowdon, GA on July 30, 1861 by Captain McDaniel. He was an 20-year-old farmer of the 9th District-Bowdon. Also in
the household lived 50-year-old Methodist Minister of what is now Smith’s Chapel, John Thurman. Date of Discharge from Co. B, Oct. 26,
1861; paid $21.22 on Oct. 29. "Age 18, 5ft 8 in, complexion light, eyes gray, hair light, occupation farmer." Card states: "? entitled to
discharge by reason of continuous ill health caused by attack of measles followed by ? fever". A memorial marker at Smith’s Chapel Cemetery
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shows Richard “F.” Thurman with birth date of Dec. 22, 1841, died and buried at Alton, IL. Wife, Sarah A. There is a Richard Frank
Thurman, Co. H, 41st GA Infantry as of July 27, 1862. Captured at Resaca, GA on May 16, 1864. Died of pneumonia in military prison at
Alton, IL on Jan. 4, 1865. This marker seems to be a memorial marker only as it only gives date of birth and no date of death. Co. H of the
41st GA was a Carroll County unit and Bowdon area boys made up a good part of it. His brother, John M. Thurman, and one of James R.
Barrow's brothers-in-law, Pvt. John Burt, were members of the Company H. Burt died in Dalton, GA hospital and is buried in an unmarked
grave in the Confederate Cemetery there. There is a Lt. Richard Enoch Thurman of Co. C, 56 th GA Infantry often confused with this man. I
am sure that they were closely related. Richard Thurman was an original member of Company B. .
Tindle, James W. - Private
Age 21. Enlisted at Bowdon, GA on July 30, 1861 by Captain McDaniel. Nov.-Dec., 1861, discharged Nov. 28, 1861. Date of payment, Nov.
28, 1861 by C. W. Hardy. No further entries. No pension record found. Fouse: "Discharged, 1862."
Tomme, Robert S. - Private
Enlisted at Bowdon, GA on July 30, 1861 by Captain McDaniel. He was a 28-year-old blacksmith. Wife, Eliz.(21), and children, Parker(9),
Asbury(7) and Charles(2). Also in the house is William W. a blacksmith. Transferred Nov. 30, 1861 to 13th Alabama Regiment. Only card.
His widow, Mrs. S. E., drew a pension in Carroll County.
Upchurch, John C. - Private
Enlisted at Bowdon, July 30, 1861 by Captain McDaniel. He was a 21-year-old living at home, the son of Thomas G.(63), a Bowdon
merchant, and mother, Patience(55), both born in N.C.. Nov.-Dec., 1861 and Nov.-Dec., 1862, present. Killed in action in Battle of
Chancellorsville, May 3, 1863. Death claim filed by F. S. Hobtilsell(?), Attorney, on Aug. 7, 1863.
Vickery, J. C. - Private
Age 20. Enlisted Dec. 12, 1862 at Decatur, GA by Major Hardee. Jan. 10, 1863, Chimborazo Hospital, pneumonia. Furloughed March 10,
1863. May-June-July- Aug., 1864, present. Oct. 23, 1864, CSA General Hospital, Charlottesville, VA; "Siarrobola(?) chronic". Returned to
duty on Dec. 6, 1864. Surrendered at Appomattox Courthouse on April 9, 1865. The 1870 census shows him as a 30-year-old farmer in the
Carrollton District, wife, Nancy and children, Luther(10), James(6), Sarah(4) & William(1).
Ward, Asa F. Private
He enlisted with the original mustering of Company B but for some reason missed leaving Bowdon with the company and joined Company F
at Carrollton on August 15, 1861. See his record under Co. F, Cobb’s Legion.
Warner, T. J. - (Worner) Private
Enlisted July 1, 1862 at Calhoun, GA by Major Dunwoody. He was a 26-year-old farmer living in the 4th District-Rotherwood with wife,
Martha(30), daughter, Martha J. and son, James J.(2). Evidently owned his farm. Nov.-Dec., 1862, present. June 4, 1863, Chimborazo
Hospital with chronic diarrhea. June 28, 1863, Jackson Hospital; transferred to Camp Winder. Furloughed Aug. 24, 1863. May-June, 1864:
"Absent; sick on furlough". July – Aug., 1864: "Absent in hospital". Sept. 14, 1862, in Chimborazo. Returned to duty Oct., 1862. Buried
Midway Church cemetery, Carroll Co. Fouse: "Furloughed and never able to return."
Waters, Thomas H. - Private
Enlisted July 30, 1861 at Bowdon, GA by Captain McDaniel. He was a 21-year-old farmer of the Bowdon District living with Sam & Eliz.
Avery. Nov.-Dec., 1861 and Nov.-Dec., 1862, present. Fouse: "Killed in Action, August 16, 1864 at Front Royal/Guard Hill, VA."
Wessinger, James W. -Private
Enlisted March 23, 1862 at Goldsboro, NC by Lt. Morris (card shows Bowdon but Fouse shows Goldsboro). July 25, 1862 given discharge.
"Entitled to discharge by reason of Surgeon's Certificate of Disability." Last paid, April 1, 1862. Statement "Unfit for duty last sixty days.
Paid $30.43 July 28, 1862". Discharge states: “age 22, height 5ft ?in,, eyes dark, hair light, light complexion, occupation brick layer". Died
from his disease, chronic diarrhea. His widow, Mrs. N. A. Wessinger, filed for pension in 1899. She testified that in the summer of 1862 he
took the measles and relapsed and then took diarrhea which became chronic and he was ? by said disease totally unfit for service on account of
said disease, and when he got home he was in a helpless condition and suffered with chronic diarrhea and died from said disease 18th day of
Jan., 1863 at his home in Bowdon. Buried in Bowdon Baptist Church Cem. Jan. 9, 1848---Jan. 19, 1863.
Westbrook, Moses M. - Private
Enlisted at Bowdon, GA on July 30, 1861 by Captain McDaniel. A 28-year-old Methodist clergyman. Lived in Bowdon Village with wife,
Frances and sons, Bryant A.(4) & Richard B.(2). Nov. – Dec., 1861, present. Stationed near Richmond, VA July 19, 1862. Jan., 1862, Camp
Marion, furloughed for thirty days. Feb., 1862, on sick leave at Bowdon. Paid July 29, 1862: $30.43. Discharge states, "Born in Fayette
County, GA, age 29, dark complexion, dark eyes, light hair, 5ft 10 in, occupation mechanic". Discharged by reason of Surgeons Certificate of
Disability dated July 25, 1862. "Unfit for duty last five months." He drew a pension in Fayette County. His widow, Mrs. F. L., also drew in
Fayette Co. He is not listed in the 1870 Carroll Co. census.
White, Clark - Private
Enlisted at Bowdon, GA on July 30, 1861 by Captain McDaniel. He was a 38-year-old farmer of the 11th District-Laurel Hill owning his farm
with a value of $400. Wife, Reism(28), and children, Hugh H.(15), Martha(9), and Mary(2). Nov.-Dec., 1861 and Nov.-Dec., 1862, present.
June 5, 1863 at Chimborazo with chronic rheumatism. Returned to duty June 11, 1863. May - June and July - Aug:, present. Captured Oct.
19, 1864. Prisoner of war at Point Lookout, MD, arrived Harpers Ferry on Oct. 25, 1864. Captured at Strasburg Oct., 1864. Remarks:
"Exchanged Jan. 17, 1865". Next card states: "Captured at Middletown, Oct. 19, 1864".
Wiggins, James K. - Private
Card states enlisted at Bowdon, GA on July 30, 1861 but probably Aug. 27, 1861. This is the only entry. Claim of Deceased Soldiers filed
Sept. 9, 1862 by his father, Jess Wiggins. Date of death March 24, 1862. Fouse: "Died at Suffock, Virginia March, 1862." No indication if
death was due to disease or wounds.

245

246

Wilkins, (Wilkin) George L. - Private
Enlisted March 23, 1862 at Bowdon, GA by Lt. Morris. He was a 29-year-old farmer of the 10th District. Wife, Sarah(25), son, John(4) and
daughter, Mary(2). Nov.-Dec., 1861, Nov.-Dec., 1862 & July - Aug, 1864 present. Surrendered at Appomattox Court House on April 9,
1865. The 1870 census shows him as George L. Wilkins(42), with wife, Sarah(32) and daughter, Mary(9).
Williams, Napoleon B. - Private
Enlisted at Bowdon, GA on July 30, 1861 by Captain McDaniel. He was an 17-year-old farm laborer of the 9th District-Bowdon the son of B.
J. a 67-year-old carpenter and Elizabeth(44). He had 4 brothers and 3 sisters living at home. Nov.-Dec., 1861 and Nov.-Dec., 1862, present.
Sept., 1862: General Hospital No. 21, Richmond: “age 18, disease ?,, transferred to General Hospital No. 16 on Sept. 12.” Wounded severe in
foot at Chancellorsville on May 3-4, 1863. Admitted to Jackson Hospital Jan. 14, 1864: "Int Febris". Returned to duty Jan, 31. March 28,
1864 admitted to Jackson Hospital: "VS left foot - shells". May - June, 1864: "Absent in hospital". June 21, 1864 appears on roll at Jackson
Hospital. Returned to duty June 21(?). July – Aug,, 1864, present. No further cards. Wounded Wilderness/Spotsylvania.
Wood, Robert J. - Private
Enlisted at Bowdon, GA on July 30, 1861 by Captain McDaniel. He was a 33-year-old farm laborer of the 10th District. Wife, Corneliua(31).
Eligible for discharge by reason of Surgeons Certificate of Disability at Richmond, Oct. 19, 1861. Paid $16.71. Fouse: "Discharged at Camp
Marion. Oct. 1861."
Word, B. C. - Private
Card states enlisted at Bowdon, GA March 23, 1862. He was a 28-year-old farmer owning his farm in Bowdon District. Wife, Polly(27) and
sons, Robert(8) & Charles J.(2). Nov.-Dec., 1862, present. May 2, 1862 in General Hospital, Richmond, chronic diarrhea. Transferred June
3, 1862 to Lynchburg, VA. June 4, admitted to General Hospital, Lynchburg, rheumatism. Returned to duty July 18, 1862. Buried Bowdon
City Cemetery, July 19, 1904. Drew pension in Carroll County, GA. Was on his farm in 1870. Fouse: "Discharged at Fredericksburg Jan. 8,
1863."
Word, J. H. - Fourth Sergeant
Enlisted July 30, 1861 at Bowdon, GA by Captain McDaniel. He was a 24-year- old farmer of the Bowdon District. Son of John B. Word a
65-year-old farmer with an estate of $400 and personal value of $4,000 and mother, Milly(58). Three sisters also lived in the house. Nov.Dec., 1861, present. Nov.-Dec., 1862, "absent, Wounded in Action at Crampton's Gap on Sept. 14, 1862, left leg amputated above the knee.”
His leg was amputated in Field Hospital located in the church school house in Burkittsville, MD. May-June, 1864 on furlough, leg amputated.
July-Aug., 1864 states same. Roll of Prisoners of War exchanged at Fortress Monroe Dec. 8, 1862. Paid $45.00 and furloughed Aug. 28,
1863. Paid $53.85 for clothing Aug. 26, 1863. At Field Hospital, Burkittsville, wounded, "thigh and knee severe". Sent to General Hospital,
Baltimore, ?, 1862. Drew pension in Carroll Co. at least for the years 1891-1907, probably longer. His pension record states, "wounded South
Mountain Sept. 14, 1862 in the knee, left, resulting in the amputation at the middle thigh. Has not received payment for artificial leg and does
not want any as he prefers to have money". Wounded by gunshot above the knee. Was receiving $100.00/year pension from Carroll County.
He was a prominent merchant in Bowdon, GA and is buried in the Bowdon City Cemetery. Wife, Hattie, no children. He was a best friend of
James R. Barrow and a witness to his will. It is said that he was struck by lightning while a prisoner of war resulting in a second amputation.
Also contracted small pox while a prisoner. Attended Bowdon College after the war on the "GI Bill".
These summaries of the men of Company B total 139. Some reports state that there were 141 men to serve at some time during the war. There
are six (or seven if Joseph Pane is included) men listed on various rosters who we have so far been unable to locate any records regarding their
service in Company B. Several of these we believe are different spellings of names we have records on. It is thus reasonable to believe that
there were 140 - 145 men who did serve in Company B, Cobb's Georgia Legion, Infantry, CSA Army. There were never more than 100 men at
one time and usually many less who were present for duty.
The records which follow for James R. Barrow are typical of those used to compile these summaries.
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